UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

October 18, 2004

Marshall O. Combs

Director, Office of Security
Office of Security and Safety
Performance Assurance
U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Combs:

On behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am replying to your August 12, 2004,
letter regarding the possible development of joint reporting requirements for the Nuclear
Materials Management and Safeguards System (NMMSS).

We welcome your proposal as the one-time NMMSS Rebaselining effort approaches closure.
Our next initiative is to determine whether the current NRC regulatory requirements associated
with NMMSS need to be revised. We also envision a collaborative effort to enhance reporting
consistency across the federal government and the private industry. Before launching the
working group proposed in your letter, we propose meeting with you and your staff to discuss
the vision for the project to ensure that we are aligned on the expected outcomes and to
determine the appropriate level of NRC support.

We appreciate the tremendous support that your staff has provided to us throughout the
NMMSS Rebaselining effort, and we look forward to the upcoming discussions on this important
topic. If you have any questions on arranging this meeting, please contact Brian Horn

at (301) 415-8128.

Sincerely,
/RA/
Glenn M. Tracy, Director

Division of Nuclear Security

CC: David Crawford, DOE
Peter Dessaules, DOE
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