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Dear Ms. Vietti-Cook: 

Thank you for your reply to Governor Bill Richardson’s request for full state participation in all 
proceedings concerning the application of Louisiana Energy Services, L.P. (LES) to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC). As you are aware, LES has submitted an application to the NRC 
for a license to authorize construction and operation of the National Enrichment Facility, a gas 
centrifuge uranium enrichment plant, to be located in Lea County, New Mexico. 

As stated in Governor Richardson’s letter, this request is particularly aimed at ensuring that 
assurances made to the State of New Mexico concerning the safe and timely disposal of all 
depleted uranium byproduct, are met. 

In the NRC’s response you state that, due to procedural rules, the NRC must remain impartial 
during the pendency of cases and therefore cannot entertain New Mexico’s request. We fully 
appreciate the NRC’s role in these proceedings and will forward a copy of this request to the 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. Nonetheless, I must again assert that this issue is of the 
utmost iinportance to New Mexico. 

I understand your rules and I hope you can understand New Mexico’s position as well. It is 
imperative that the State has an opportunity to participate fully in this proceeding in order to 
ensure that the facility, if licensed, is operated safely and protects tlle citizens of New Mexico 



and their environment. This is an issue of local voices being heard on a subject of vast local 
importance. 

As the State in which LES proposes to locate, New Mexico must be entitled to put forth all its 
positions on issues in the proceeding before the NRC, Louisiana Energy Services, L.P., National 
Enrichment Facility, Docket No. 70-3 103. 

cc: Governor Bill Richardson 
Chairman Nils J. Diaz, NRC 
G. Paul Bollwerk 111, Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
Charles Kelber, Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
Paul Abramson, Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
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I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing LETTER FROM RON CURRY TO ANNETTE L. 

RICHARDSON have been served upon the following persons by deposit in the U.S. mail, first 
VIETTI-COOK RESPONDING TO HER 05/24/04 LETTER TO GOVERNOR BILL 

class, or through NRC internal distribution. 

Office of Commission Appellate 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Adjudication 

Administrative Judge 
Paul B. Abramson 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Lisa 6. Clark, Esq. 
Angela B. Coggins, Esq. 
Office of the General Counsel 
Mail Stop - 0-15 D21 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Administrative Judge 
G. Paul Bollwerk, Ill, Chair 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Administrative Judge 
Charles N. Kelber 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Claybourne F. Clarke, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
Tannis L. Fox, Esq. 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
New Mexico Environment Department 
11 90 St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87502-61 10 
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James R. Curtiss, Esq. 
David A. Repka, Esq. 
Martin J. O'Neill, Esq. 
Winston & Strawn LLP 
1400 L Street 
Washington, DC 20005-3502 

Lindsay A. Lovejoy, Jr. 
618 Paseo de Peralta, Unit B 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

David M. Pato, Esq. 
Stephen R. Farris, Esq. 
Christopher D. Coppin, Esq. 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Glenn R. Smith, Esq. 
Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the New Mexico Attorney General 
P.O. Box Drawer 1508 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1 508 

Lisa A. Campagna, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
Westinghouse Electric Company LLC 
P.O. Box 355 
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355 

John W. Lawrence, Esq. 
Louisiana Energy Services, L.P. 
2600 Virginia Ave., NW, Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20037 

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, 
this 30" day of June 2004 


