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This is an uncfficial transcript of 2 meeting of the

United States Nuctear ReqQulatory Conmission held on

2/27/86 . in the Commissicon’s offica at 1717 H Ttreat,
N W, Washingten, D.C. The meeting was copen to public
attendance and cbservatinn. Thig transcript hasz not baoen

reviewed, corrected, or edited, ;nd it may contain
inaccuracies.

The transcript iz Intended solely for general
informaticonal burpozes. AL progldcd by 10 CFR 9.10&, it s~
not part of the formal or Informal record of decision of the
matters discussed. Expressions of cpinion in this transcript
do not necessarily reflect final daeterminatinn ar Leliefs. Mo
pleading or other paper may be filed with the Conmizsion in
any proceeding ax the resulit of or addressed to any statement
or argument contained herein, except as tHe Commission may

authorize.
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UNITED STATES OF AMZIRICA

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

k%

BRIEFING ON STATUS OF DOE'S HIGH LEVEL WASTE PROGRAM

%%

PUBLIC MEETING

*k

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Acexm 11390
Wwashington, D. C.

Thursday, February 27, 1986

The Commission met in open session, pursuant to

notice, at 10:05 o'clock, a.m., the Honorable NUNZIO

J. PALLADINO, Chairman of the Commission, presiding.

CCiDISSIONERS FRESENT:

NUNZIO J. PALLADINGC, Chairman of the Commission

THOMAS M. ROBERTS, Member of the Commission

JAMES K. ASSELSTIME, Memker of the Ccmmission

FREDERICX M. BERNTHAL, Member of the Commission

LANDO W. ZECH, JR.,

Yember of the Commission
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STAFF AND PRESENTERS SEATED AT THE COMMISSION TABLE:

(O]

S. CHILK, Secretary to the Cocmmission
B. RUSCHE, DOE

H. PLAINE, ©GC
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CHAIRMAN PALLADIMNC: Geod morning, ladies and
gentlemen.

Commissicrer Asselstine has been detained, but he
suggested we start without hia. He wiil be joining us
shortly.

This morning, the Commission will be briefed by

- - A4 . b
n Radicactiva Gazs2

Mr. 3en Rusche, Birsctor, 0£fice of civil

P
A1)
o3

W
3
{
)
2
{
)
3

Management, cn tne Status cf DOE's high lav2l -was:c

Although !Mr. Rusche recently briafed WS on DOT's
monitored retrievable stcrage proposal, the last paricdis
update on DOE's high level waste progrém was provided in Juiy
1985. |

On kehalf of my fellow Commissioners, Ben, I want
to thank you for coming here today. This meeting should hel:
the Commission stay current with DOE's wastz management
activities and serve as a forum for discussing important
issues that both agencies have to address.

I presune you will give us an update on the MRS
situation as well?

MR. RUSCHE: I can hérdly wait.

CHAIRMAN PALLADING: Unless there are other comments
from my fellow Commissioners, let me turn th2 meeting over %o

you.
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MR, RUSCHE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I w2lccaze

us to talxk ah:ui what I believa cna of tha very incorhant
prograns that we in the Federal Governmént, States, and in
fact, all Americans are working toward, mainly the safa and
permanent disposal of high level radioactive waste and s3ant
fuel, |

And since under the Act we have fairly specific
respensibilities prascribed for both cur agenciss, =3 wzll s
other agencies in the Federal Gewvernment, I thine ==is f3 2
gccd opportunity and I arpreciate it.

What I propose to do if it nmeets with
is to take a few moments at the beginning to ocffar =zr:ief
status reports on a nunber of the pregram elaments and than Z
would like to spend a few minutes on what might be more
general management questions, and perhaps evan managament
approaches to scme of the things thaz we arz dolng tia:
hopefully will help us both as we are proceeding.

If that is agreeable, I would do anything yeou
prefer, but that is what I would do if you have no other
suggestion.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I suggest you proceed that way
unless others have thoughts.

COMMISSIONER BERNTHAL: Sounds fine.

MR. RUSCHE: Let me start then by bringing you up to
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date cn activities with respect to the firsst reogcsitory. lHany
of vou will remember that we had -- well, ovar a vaar ags, 2
gc last Cecerber, wa published dra:: srvieomatin
assessments as a basis for nomination and recommendation on a
tentative basls sites for the first repository. 12 received
many, many comments f£rom the public, from the Ccamissian, and
from others on those documents, and we wera wsrking coward
making a choice and a recommendatieon to <he Presidant bv abous
the end cf tha year just cecmplatad.

In the Fall, «wa censcluded thac Lt - o: wsrzinwnila: =o
adé an additicnal step which involvad a1 —zorac:s 43 o2 NEE
ranagenent panel cf t;a ua;i;nal Acasax
provide an independent view as to whether tha methsdclegy we
were using was an appropriate methecdolegy, and suzszguantly in
copversations with them asked them to look at how we were
aprlying such methodology as an additizcnal attempt =5 23d

confidence and credibility to what we wer:

Al ey
MU-;-\_‘.
That process is proceading, and I ta2lisvz wa arz on

schedule with the Academy. We have had, I el

2D
..‘-
(13

ve, tuo
meetings on the subject and we will be providing what amounts
to almost final material in the next ten days or two wezks
which will lead to a meeting with the Academy's panel on the
2sth of March. |

They have promised us a respecnse on the matarial

that they will have had a chance to review, and the
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interaction they have with the sﬁaff and £0lk3 whnd ars wexiing
on the effcrt by scme time in April. It is still our
cbjective, aﬁd I taliave we havz 2 nlgh srosasility of making
the nominations before the end of April, and making the
recomnendations to the Presidant fer thr2e sites for
characterization ky the end of Agril,

You will recall undsr tha Act th2 Prasidant has

sixty days in which he may act, or if he dces not act at all,

- b - < - .

_ in3 =2 The Jsoozmasy zouio:
3 - - - 2 ...
f£inal. I hege tihat tha Presiianc +ill act cn oa ssasidarad

i dmte IR L - D amm iesd we oem - P .

basis very qulicily with the kinls o acniviniss oha't ava i

en. It is hard %o %all hew looz
and his Staff to come to a conclusicn, tuc I beliesve as a
result of some of the conversations we had <hat we can lzox

-aa

forward to a prompt consideration.

So, I hcpe that by summertime w2 will have tha <hrooz
sites designated fcr charactszsriszatisn, Canzurranzly, w2 ac

werking te bcgiﬁ the very important actlvizy of dzveliczcping
site characterizaticn plans with a v2ry intense interacticn
with your stafs.

I believe some of the nmeeting wé have had scne of
the States have sat in on, and we are working to develop these
plans, and I nust say tha£ it is something of and adventure in
trying to write down everything you think you might need ¢o

know, and ‘develcp a plan for carrying it out and at the same
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time reccgnizing that gzae of the talngs Tzt veou need to nav
in crder to make the zlan affactiva are things that ycu have
to find cu%, so yeu ara in %hat eraditicnal davelcogzumanisl
planning basis., I bkaliave our staffs have worked out an

approach that will m=2e: vour guidelines. I belileva thare is

fu

Reg Guide that ralatsas to tiaa 38P, and I believe we are c¢n a
track that will allow us o ge= the SCPs in 2lace, at least

for the first two Feceral sltes soma tinme early in 1937.

u e o A e .. e ea

- = - . . PO, - -
CriaZiInl ZATA57T 0120 2aa, =5 o Ao B I0Z, yesu
v - e wm- o 23 . . e atey- . - g S % mead
want to gat it final, I suinar. wosas aad o2 Sooil.
« pom e S msgen e L.
casths S leta . w0
v |'\|' NPT avira, " - wtacea wte sam? B omsa gt i -t
C H2AIL QALLAIIHTY 23 taglE any To.2 IS owhlsh o we

might ka2 a dzlayine

s s ke
faattasdw e

\-ﬂ
[
¥+ »

MR. RUSCHZ: 5o far as I #nowWw, no, 3ir. 2 hawe hagd

your comments, and I think the interaction or the Commission

. . s .
has ka2en fully includad, and =h2r2 {3 no furchar actisn naredsd

. ' - ~. . LR Y - - .
for us to issue the documanss in final form 2iizenme S ostanlat:

thiz work with tho MNatliznal Acadsay.
COMMISSIO! ASZZLSTINZ: Ben, ycu 3aid veou conld

at least for the first two Feceral ‘sites.

MR. RUSCHE: That is our hope.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTI..E: Ycu are not pre-judging
that Hanford and Nevada are going to be in the three.

MR. RUSCHE: 1Mo, but I do =-
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aishanye prigarty a3 cne of their natural properties. What
raally drives the site selection? Name me a rock formation
ene or scmething that is not
potentially accaptakle?

2. RUSCHE: I think the thing yov would look for
st 13 a rocik that is accessible, or rejyion that is

accessible. VYo weuldn't want something that was at fifteen

cr twenty thousand fz2et. You would look for a rock that is
sTooesarally otatly 12 vaw ceuld mine it.

That iioIr: o ina reservations I wculd have about
Lyl oty onnonat tioalsiag that wa have to do. You would
lzzk Z2r 2 oozl Tt ni: oL oLcrtt of gechydrologlc preperties,
yatcaanmizal prosismii3 thal ara predictable and reasonably

m2asuragla, a very scrous madia that ore very wet aight not ~--

if they ara hoamcgenecus it might be all right from the

scandgsine 23 zrasdicTaziiley, but I think these are the
nTTTasTLan kot o 2Ll wirn 22 first and if veu locok at the
<o osesloznig vzt for oiunnila, that w2 ara lceklng at, one
15 saturatad ani oz cthar cn2 is unsaturated. So we have two

different hydrclcgic envirzsnments or ;onflicts;

COMMISSIONER BERNTHAL: It seems to me the important
pcint that we shouldn't miss hefe if I am hearing what ycu are
saying right, and having occurred earlier o me, at least, is
that it is not really the type of rock. There has been a

certain fccus cn the type of rock. It is where it is, the
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Zragtura characsterisctics in the site, and the physical
charactaristics 2cther than the actual -- I guess what you

*rald khave teo call the chenical ccocrmpesition of the rock that

is th

0

najor issue, isn't it?

¥I.. RUSCHE: Yeah. The simple test -- I guess in
cra of tha learings last -- week before lést or so, I was
asked about what attributes or factors you had to Qeiqh, and I
said the first factor you have to weigh in the most general

2 .3 =1 ar2 leocking for a block of rock that has

TIUTXITINIR BEANTHAL:  Right, right.

YD TUTTHEID -- strength and capability to isolate
“h: wWxst:z, xal .s:ilziien is prcduced by keeping it in the

Place you put i%. and X2ecing the form to some extent in a

predictable manner, and if the package eventually begins to

3243, taaT to: nronsscort Sroa that i3 predictable.
T, lxzlzitlon i3 <ha ckjsctive,
TTITIZZZITUTR OZCRNTEAL: T was just curious. Thanks.
1R, RUSCHID Wall, I appreciate the cpportunity to
kick iz arcund, in that there are a nunber of factors about

the second repcsitory that have not received anything like
the amount of discussion as the first one. Not so nuch the
technical factors as *he institutional factors if I can
collect =hem all in that kind cf package,.

It is very inmportant that we all recognize that wa
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32sn't have authorization to put a second repository in place.
Cengress razserved that choice for itself. We are only

autherized to deo sita searching, so to speak, and get to the

pcsition where we cculd recommend such a site.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Ben, what is your position
on whether a second repository is needed? We are going to
leave the seventy thousand metric ton limitation remained in

force.

MR. RUSCHE: I think Congress acted wisely. Lass

Iz Twtanical reascns than for institutional reasons to
t:32 Ihat we x=cve to the -~ in the direction we are
m2tinT. That ds uly I have to try to figure out what ysu mean

=, L3 Lt neseded?®

CCMMISSICHER ASSELSTINE

Well, in terms of
generaticn of waste. Are you going to have more than sevenfy

tnsuzand metric tons generatsd by the plants that we now have

COIMMISSIONEZR ASSELSTINE: 1If we didn't, Qe are
probably pretty close,'yes, that is right.

M2. RUSCHZE: Excuse me. Maybe I preempted you. But
aur current estimates are that the amcunt of spent fuel and

defense waste combined is in the rarge of a hundred and
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twenty to a hundréd and forty thousand tons, and so tre answer
is for a seventy thcusand ton limitation, ycu have to do
szmething.

An obvious consideration is whether or not the
particular bodies of rock we are looking at have the
capability for storing more than seventy, and that we haven't
got such a precise prescription that we look only for rzciks
that will take seventy, aﬁd most of the rocks you look at

rchbably have a potential for considerarly more than thaz, and

"

we realliy won't kncw until we get dewn into the geologic

CCMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Is the design target still

mawnara in the neighborhood of a2 hundred thousand metric

MR. RUSCHE: The design basis is seventy ‘thousand
cns, with the exgectation after we find out what the

iimensicns and nranerties of the rock are, it would be

[ B
19

mcaular a2izansion 1f Cengress should move in that

CEAIRMAN PALLADINO: If anotfxe'r site is needed,
what time frame would you say initiation of ;ction on it?

MR. RUSCHZ: It looks like ncw we would be in a
position to identify the sites fer characterization in the
early '90s, like '92-'93, and we hope to be in 2 position to

select cne by '99 or thereabouts,}so it wculdn't be in
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creraticn until well after 2000. Mayce 2005, tc mayece 2010.

I don't want to belabcr the point, but one of the
£actors that we have had to give a goecd kit of attenticn to in
trying'to comamunicate with folks is that second repository and
crystalline rock project are not identical.

Crystalline rock project is aimed at identifyirg
sites that, perhaps, we would find suitable for repcsitor
consideration. The second repository effort would be one
aimed at finding amcngst either those sites or othar sitzs,
and other sites are still those fren tﬁe first ensemple, 3i%as
that would be suitable, and I say that particularly for those

who n2y not have core to the fact that it is not

“s

r2-datermined tha; a second repository site would come from
the crystalline set. It is very likely, and we hope that we
wculd fine crystalline sites that would be acceptable, and
t22% we and you and the Congress would have that option to
, =uz 1 think scmetines the twc get merged.tcgethe: as

iZ on2 iz zzzu2l to the other, and that is nct quite the case.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: I gather the one thing
that gives vou scme difficulty on that is if the first three
sites all tand to ccme from the West, and that is where the
first repcsitery ends up ccming from, and then you run into

that geographic distribution question, although even there I

gather there is scre fiexibility under the Act that says you
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corsider it; dcesn't mandate.

| ﬁR. RUSCHE: That is exactly right. It is not a
requirerment, but a consideration. I think when we get to thz
point of looking for a secocnd repository site, we will want
to loock a2t a site that is most suitable amongst those that arz
accessible, and that cculd be all crystalline, it cculd be
little or no crystalline consideraticns, depending cn what we

find as we go througn the program over the next several years.

r

I would just make cre other ccmmant, and it is *

-
& -

’

we have -- I think we have in the audienée tccavy scme of tha
representatives from thz first repository States whcm wa have
keen working with for the last year or two, or longer, since
the Act was passed, fairly intensely. The folks who have been
working with us in the second repository States have been
w§rking equally vigorously, but the members of their

governnents, thelr congressicnal delegations and so forth,

[})
th
|
’-l

nava been much less aware of what is going cn in spit2

2

tnac we published., W2 hav2 published many dccuments. s

™
2
v
e
L

»
»

nad ccuntless neetings, but it has not reached the attentic:
level of many of the f£olks, but as someone said to me about
January 17th, you folks sure do know how to get a fellow's
attention with the publication of the area recommendation

reports, where we went from two hundred and thirty-five down

"to rnominally twelve sites. Wwe actually identified twenty, and

+twelve is about the number we think we need to look ac.
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The result is that thz intensity of reaction frzn
several of these States has been very high. It has been botn
-- in some cases very technically responsib;e. In cther
cases, it has been very much a public relaticns, and I don't
want to mischaracterize it, but I mean it is ordinary citizens
who are not coming primarily to bkring new geonydrolcgic data
at this stage, but who are either just finding out cr just
coming to the realization that something might happen in their
State.

We have had several meetings in which we have had

more than two thousand pecple. Ve had a coupiz o

re,

maetings
that started at seven in the evening, and went -- cne went
until two-thirty, one went to three-thirty, and the one that:
went to two-thirty, at one-thirty there were still eight
hundred people in the'meéting.

COMMISSIONER BERNTHAL: We had a meeting that lastzd

almost that long vesterday.

)
[Lauzhtez

"

L

Fortunately it was during the day time, and neot at
cne~thirty 2% night.

CHAIPMAN PALLADINO: Fewer people.

MR. RUSCHE: Well, if there is anything that we can
each learn frcm the experience, it miqh£ be worthwhile on
ancther occasicn for us to talk about it. We have determined

it is not a good thing to do in the future if we can avoid it.
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CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: To do what?

MR. RUSCHE: To have meetings of akcut eight hours
in length.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Oh, I see.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Ben, I think what vou have
seen in terms of the intensity of reaction ZIrca the area
designations for the crystalline sites surprisad yeou in
comparison with what the first site did, is that rizh«? And
if so, why do ycu thirk the reaction has keen so auch ners
intense?

MR. RUSCHE: I quess one reasnn I was surgrisad
the amount of interaction we had had witnh a number of reopia
in the States; their repres;ﬁtatives, the universitias, the
geological surveys and so forth, was far, far graater, and the
amount of participation in bringing to a conclusion the
documents that we had published, methcdolcgy,ldata.bases, ths
regional study, and so forth, was far groatar

With the first repesitory Sctates, we were directac
to proceed on a course that was fairly tigh=ly prescriﬁed mota
in tinme and content, and some of that latitude and inveoivenent
was not there.

So, based on the premise that participation trings
confidence, bringé credibility, I thought that we might have
made progress, and in some sense I think we did in that many

of the people, not everybody, but many of the people who are
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invelved came to the cenclusion that the answers that we --
the tentative answers that we had in the arsa of reports --
are the answers that you get when you do what we sald we were

going to do, so in that sense we did rave a common

-understanding that we didn't have some raikbit that we were

pulling out of a hat,
But I think frem my ewn standsoeint, I perﬁaps gava
greater weight to that as a factor that would ténd to malkz tha
activicy more tclerable to pecple as teing a wassensitls
technical activity and it has nrot béen sc. I thlnli it =uue

because mcst of the attention in more

w14 ., P
UpLle aTsnnzE o’

0{1
J
iy
fu

[

given to the first repositcry effort, and tie governnment

fiqures, legislative figures, the folks who tand to get

. involved from a more institutional standgcint were nct as wall

informed in spite of the fact that a smaller group of peéple

were very much better informed than had bzen thz2 cas

otherwise.

It doesn't disccurage me ff:m nrying to Xzsp pacnle
informed. I think we still have a sﬁronq inzantira and
obligation to try to work together, but it = Q éugqest tha%t in
this particular business that the nee& fcr infcrmation is

insatiable. That no matter how much we do, there is always a

need for more, and we are faced with the necessity to do the

best that we can, and continue to try to improve.

COMMISSIONER ZECH: I presume that the States that
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have shown a more recent interest in waste dsgpcsitery arcz
being provided with all the infcrmation and docunments that you

had from the lkeginning of your effcrs, so that they fzel

confident at least, even though they haven't been involvad

o

until fairly recently, that they have available to them 21l =!

Jdevelcved to Jdata,.

.

the infermaticen that veu o

£
11}

MR. RUSCHE:

(5]

think that i3 certainlvy the cas=.
Commissioner, but I believe in the centext c¢2 “he sta<am2n=
just made that dces no:t m2an tha% all tha szozli s
react are egqually well informed.

CCMMISGICHER ZZICH: No, kuz T =z2tn i3 9=
information available to them =--

MR. RUSCHE: It is indeed.

COMMISSIONER ZECH: =-- and ;h ey knew that they can
get whatever you have, so that they can feel confident that a%
least what has Lteen developed befora tTielz meore recent
involvement, +hev can takz adwvranzaga o2 all Lhas,

MR. RUS CS:: 23,

COMMISSIONER BEWNT 1AL. I2 I a2y say sec, taat is an
important question that if we don't rursue right now, I would
like to hear some more about later, because in the brcader
context, the availability of infcrmation is something that is
going to become terribly important. Rapid access to
ihformation, and I understand that your pecple ares werking

with ours, I think, on some novel techniques there.
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MR. RUSCHZ: That

(e

S a moer2 genaral subjecst, and if
it is agreeable, let's vizit that in a few minutes if w2 can.

COMMISSIONZIR ASSELSTINE: Ben, at waat pecint Ior th2
second round sites are the states eligible for 6ccpera:ion
agreements and fcr accass to funding to chtaln thalr zwa
experts?

MR, RUSCEZ: We hawve fundad all sevantzen ¢l the
States to the degree tney nave an interesm. <Soma have dons a
geoed bit of werk alrzady. I weuld 320 i zooLonisoe funding

does nct rzall

& b R - . . <

v ogeeur until altar w2 ot oitot Soaze 88
L) b E - 4 R -3 - A .
potentially accseptazle sites, 2and msoce ot TULL wan e

are selected for characterizatlicn, 3ut 283 Jasigaazion weoull
be a first trigger.

We have, on our own discretion, I think clzarly £==
their benefit as wéll as ours, because they were maior

participants in developing th2 infermation.

were not ite th2 resarveolrs of infcrmation and w2 412 as w2
came to the point of review of the area ¢f recommendation
report, we have recentliy previded modest ~- I believe
twenty~-three Indian tribes to review the report, but the
question cf grants iz a subject that might be scmething we
ought to talk about at another time, because it is 2 very

important subject kut a very difficult subject for us all.
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I <hink, yeu xncw, tha oth Circuit has rendsrad a
décisicn which gave us some guidzlines and guidance with
respect to State participation, and we ara trving te worx that
through with thre We have scme

tates. gcod examples of, I

think, effactive interactions, kut it is 3 ~vary -- it is so

disce-:

fl‘

Lonavy there is no way you can -iziias a set of rulses
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mechanism that achizvas as zessluczican o thuse ©
having to take tizx to court every time, exr withcut wou

having to be taken to court svary time to resclve tha isste.
I think the experience both in the Nevada case and also with

Tennessee indicates that this is an ar=sa %hait =an us2 =552

. )
basic agreenant on ground sulas $o gz forward oy l2ss
- ] - e -?! -
adwarsacslial tasis.
- d : - ‘e
MR, RT3CHMZ: I kelieve in the casze of Narada, Ltharca

was a specific casz with raspect to grants, and I think che

court by and iarze said the grant guidelines that we wer

using -- and we do
available and that

one area.

have grant guidelines that are publicly

we all follow, we are all right except for

So, to some extent the court valldated the
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Let me turn quickly to the MRS, and perhaps I shoulad

mcre pusiness
they are the pecple that can help get it, and they did, and it

start by noting that the Co

was very valuakle,
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would say rscsgnized with much appreclatisn on our part, did

provida ycur cemments in ti

ma for us to gat the report out,
and we have th2 ropor:t proazared aaé rzady to go. The Federal
District Ccurt cf Zastarn Tennessaa‘has a different view at
the moment, and w2 nhava T2 report sitting on Roger Hil:ay's
desk zz2ady S¢ 3 o in: loagress, but I would want to thank
yeu, and EPA as -i3ll o were unier th2 previsiens obligatgd
to give us ccum=ncs aad you did on tine, and they were very

"0._".
SeLT 4

- - e -'a - PO RPN - - d wte--
arem . -3 N WALANL 2T N2 - =ad.@ AN 2,307
‘a ,me s am - s ba P - - - . . o' 3 = - an e
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The Secratarsy nozad Tiiat th.3s was another case in

which our weriking tegether had zroduced a good result. The

actual situaticn is -- as I say, the proposal is ready to do.

P - - : - - - &
Conzurrently, Wwe 4id progcse in the Prasident's pudgat funding
& (-3l e~ Q XS] - - 1 s
£zr '37. 137, ard %% in sur srieannual rowmiirament, and sh

Appeals requesting dismissal, and in the2 alternative, a stay
and expedited nearing on the merits, and the Court has not yet
acted. We hepe we will hear something from then very shcrtly.

This is not the place for us toc get into great

detail, but I would note that for -- as a matter of interest
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-= that the izsues 2 10z involved are far more than MRS

issues. They g0 to ccastituticnal issues. Our briefs have
-

ceen £il24, and of csursca are public, ncte that it is a very
interesting lazal situation as well as pfogrammatic situaticn.

CHATZFNAN PALLACINO: What is the next step in terms
£ whe dczs oLy

R, SUSCHET  Wa wals,

SHAIRMAN PALLADING: Wait for what?

RS S STy oLzl oalu.

SIOMIEZITNEN Iy wWall, it L3 an intarasting
SEFLL. TLoiaiy ZoUned fax. Iz reascns w2 2.l ansnraciate
mIvkhe a3 vEll oSy otzoIov Zias 2 dges, won't cemment on tTha

case, cut thia Lldaa zint an 2azcutive branch agency is being
rrohibited frem presenting 2 matter to the Congress is an
intriquing point of law to say the least.

PALIADINN: You sald ycu are waitirng. I anm

k] * - - ' P .. -
noT guita clear,  :r2 vor waltlrg fer the nandaze, or --
. g™ ™Moo rs mosen - - b | . -
SR, RUITUTY U omay ot send tha ragsri unktil we ge:

scme resoclutisn.

CCMMISSIONZIR ASSZLSTINZ: There is an injunction in
effect now.

MR. RUSCHE: There is a permanent injunction in
place by the Cistrict Court. Of course, We believe the court
does not have jur?sd;ction, but until that natter is rezolved

by the Ccurt of Appeals, it stands.
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So that is the next step,

lle have appealed. We have filed

and we are walting for the circuit court

I suppose you could send it,

23T That weuls 2 zomewhat of a perilous task, a perilcus
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and we are hooing the
Fortunately,
injunction. 1In facs,

had a hearing and had

The submission in %he
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Semewhat l1ike the
feund itself in on the Sunshine Act Case

Yes.. We were in a hearing yesterday

Czanmittaees, and I had cne of my lawvers

o, becduse we cught to get on with it,

natter will be resolved very shortly.

we did have one hearing before the
it was on the day of the injunction. We
an opportunity to discuss its content,

President's budget is tied to the
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prepesal, and tharefore other than interested Congressmen and

Senators who wanted to look at the review draft, which has

rom discussing its content and are going to honor that.

COMMISSIONER BERNTHAL: I would have thought you
would have had this locked away in a bank vauit somewhere so
Cengrass couldn't get its hands on it, Ben.

#R. RUSCHE: I trust Congress explicitly.

VISR TOUTR BEFNTHAL:  You what?
ST RUSCEZ: I octrustT Ceongress explicicly, I weuld
nILonaAv2a wnr sz

ara and workaed, I have high confidenca.

BERNTAAL: It is just interesting to

€
[
or
)
H

[
()]
H ]
b
4]

ne else go through some of this, Ben.

MR, RUSCHE: Well, I don't know what the right adace

is, misery loves cco

]
o~

)t
»

mpany or something or cther, but I %ai

that iz i5 e averybedy's advantage In the country to 32% czhoe
mas=er rasclved, an2 I owant t¢ turn te that in Just a ninuta,

»
142
0

ut tha2 way the n3y

b

’a-

whele pregranm seems to me to be shap
T dop't think of anyihing else, unless there is a
guestion., I just have one other sprecific item with respect to
status.,

In the area of transportatlion, we have two matters

that are very active with the Commission. Neither one of tien

do I care to discuss at great length unless you do, and in




-

[N

~!

e
0 -3

[ md
w

[\3]
Q

24

25

29
fact I am not prepared to discuss them at great length, but I
think it is important.

If you recall last year, we reached a state in which
we made the determination that in the civilian program we
would start out with the a priori commitment that we were
going to make all of our shipments in NRC certified casks.
That intreduced a programmatic censideration that.was «od i3

very important to us with respect to some of the werk wa

£

o
re
.- S e b ¢
LTLNT With West ¥
. ; ; . ;
Wa ar3 zicna2ering scme werX with

- -y .t
CR2 Lalgz 2ailaS

- e e

w

nnLthoare T Te uszd for one tinma only in shioning soma 2t o-o
725t Valley, and we hava run into scme issuas
Tazt ar2 of tecinnical merit that need to pe visited, put I
santion it only to call to your attenticn the fact that no
mattér in which area we are working, diligence in keeping our
attention 4o gecting the job done first wish ﬁiqh gaality, sl
5 T2 zZe 2 mattor

that w2 all need =0 address., There is nothing that I wsuld
t2ll to wvour attentlen new that i3 urgent or nzeds anykedy's
attenticn cther than the werk the Staff is doing.

I think ¢

1@ matter is proceeding, put it is an

irportant issue.
CHAIRMAIN PALLADINC: Een, you say you are ccmnitted
to using NRC certified casks. Are there rew designs of casks

anticipated, needed, and are new certifications going to be
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needed by the NRC.

MR. RUSCHE: VYes.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: And is that all being factored
into the schedule.

MR. RUSCHE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are we up to a point where we
should be looking at particular casks othexr than thcse that

have already been certified?

- L e ] [ X3 - & - - . -ae
MR, RUSCHZ: Wall, +the parxticular oncs I xinziconzd
: - - - - ‘. Sea L o o .e { ‘.
with zospact to shipment cf matarial fuveon Vast Tallaer, L3z
\-b ” -I- - &. g &Q L) - -,
art 37 cask and th2 art of tha mattar before us wis= oo 3

srcposals on public review and nopefully propesails fzr $
sizeakle cask develcoment proegram over tha next several.
years, and that will bring a good many opportunities for new
and novel casx designs aimed at making doth mecre c2s3:

2
~Zeactiw

(1]

and nmorz gsafaty affackive thae cas

(XD

(1]

W

ermendacem Y
. Ao w vhut o

[

» b=t do pa’ 1. ’
¥ when the preogran jets crankad usz, .

[ 2
o
rt
o
1]
o
1]

3ut antine, cur werking togather, aven on
casks like this is impcrtant kcth from the standpoint of
solving tne technical issues as well as addressing the
timeliness of our ability to work together; and the first of
those is the most impcrtant one. We have to get the issues

resolvad appropriately, but we also must keep in mind the need

to work with them on a timely basis.
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The other matter that is before you has to ds wizh
the rural related transportation, and we are working with the.
Staft. ‘It is a matter that is due ycur censlderaticn scmetine
in the hext little while. I don't think we need any wmore
discussion tcday, but we are working with tha staff and aay
want to have some discusaion with you when ycu get ready to
consider that.

In terms of general status, I think thaz nratty muzh

covars waat I had, unless sta2 <2 row talsll f o spneliine
quastieon,

et me Than tura to what T ovmaldozall o cases
managenent mattars, I ohava had Cha sosacicn La cas LaLlonsasn

Sr two in beth hearinys and otha2rwilse, 2o lscx at == r3ilazs
on the prcgran, and I recall early on == navke in 2n2 <2 2ur
meetings, I indicated to you that the first couplie cr <hrze

years urder the Act, even zhcugh the Act is con2 22 =iy =iz

[X}
-.‘c
»
(D)
<
»

-
[3)
(]

3

bt
re

(5]

crintivae cf Achs zhas
remember ancthar ena tihab L3 mere prassoizclive, sus fals St
i3 pretty prescrintive, tha% even wish that Sharae s5lill a123 a
ri-her of areas that are yet to be fully decidad, au that T
envisioned these first two or three years to ke contenzicus,’
be fraught with the necessity to reach some cdecisions that
were essential befcre we éould move the program ints what ycu

can think of a more project-oriented activi<sy.

We have to select the sites, we have to determine
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what the system looks like. That relétes to how many
repositories we have, whether wo‘have an MRS. We have to
fashion the transportaticn systan. That degends on what the
system 1ooks_1ike: whether ycu have cn2 or two repositorias,
whether you have an MRS and so forth, and I thinx I can se=2
the light at the end of the tunnel. |

I am not sure whether it is a rad light or a zrean
light, or a purple licht or what, but iz i3 my hepe that bv

\ . - ',
the end cef thls veaw 20 2 3

- - - - e 4 e - - - - - > e e -'a o @
., A e - oW LY Wamehe secSes e . - e -
- -~ - .
W2 Will kmow what Shis C2nTTe33 13 IsLing Tt T owLin vRaTLle
.
s 2 . . ¢ : .~ .. -~ .
2R5, and ckviously Lt is ouw ovvier izt Lt R A
. e, - esl\a ' - - .
Hege we will nsw what thre2 zizas w2 223 1:ilog s o La
o o - - d =i & - - F = - . . - .
characterizing £or the flrst rsspesicory, L Lcze we will nava

2 feel for where w2 aze with raspect %o zhe cr

project, in which sites we are going to do some additional

P - s . L]
investigaticn on cver the next f2uyr or Ifiva c2arz, and suas
- ?
: - o, - n . . e - - ‘o - a - ‘e
matteyr Will T2 waelacivaty satteled, 2 1o’ zzan T otaa: tian
Yo = & 1. . b e “ias am el e s e a e -t
thera wen't b anyLeldy who las a Qllfsrent viza ansdas 2ia

subjact, kut at least we than will havae an liza ¢f whaithar tn:
systen is going to ke the currently authorizad svstenm, which
is one repcsitory and a transportation net, or what we call
the improved or integrated system, which has the integrated
MRS,‘a repesitery, and a potential fcr a secord repository,
and the associated transportation net, cr I guess ycu could

even say in the limit, nothing, because of either litigation
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or changes in the mind of Congress or whatnot.

I believe the latter of those is a very unlikely
prespect. I think ctizugh we 3tlill are fraught with a number
of litigation areas, that we will be able to get through
those. They will add tims, and therefora by the tima we get
this definition, which I hopae will be akcut tihis time next

year, we clea.sly are going to hava £9 losk bazk 2% the

-

schedule. And as vcn kxnew, ws have tallked

mission zlian, whoan 72 oTilooaloalsus Thns toaotest o iscision
3chadule izams 2 3T fo@mma. ocuinoTe oozt Wlzmaoallsoanl
under tha Act pavolisizata Lo iyttt T sme ol omsnm
nunker ¢ n232 arly AoSlsions Woll a2 Teds Gracti owell
determined By next vaas A2 TSpETazr Wical nAVA A Chance No
go kack and lcoi again,

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: BEen, wosu nioned do

L4 . - I3

nectailng., I den't Think that's 2 wiazla :a:ien, Tacauza, in
Truth, wa hava fhe 2u2l aelenenuz, hac'or ovsing msoe
2uizting.

The raasca I == I WnoW you Wagy il tiils, sus

sometimes I think pecple accapt that as an orntion and sav,
"Oh, well, we do nothing, and everything's all righ+t." That
fuel is in existence. More of it will beccme in existence,
and it's going to be wherever we puc it, and we can put it by
default or keep it at the plant sites, cr we can pick a

responsible repository.



19

20

21

22

23

24

25

34
MR. RUSCHIZ: I couldn't agr2e more, Mr. Chairman.

appreciate your maxing that point. I used perhaps a poor

cholice cf werds wnan I =zaid "nothing.”

get the point new, I think it was a geccd choice.

MR, RUSCHE: 2dut I do appreciats the comment, and I

think that Ccngress has ors
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But thazt's not -- I think that's not something we

nave to despair over. I think «hat's normal institutional
behavior, and if it occurred otherwise, I think we'd have a
little suspicion about sciezecdy must have a secondary

objective in nmind if they den't rzact chat way in the first

place.

n. I nave, in the last wenth, in
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And cur jecb Lcgathar i3 i5 ke sure that the work

that we do is sufficiently cenvincing that most of us bpelieve
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o do, and that we get

wall, in this context of working together in the
management envirzsnment %hat I'vae talxed about, I wanted %o
menticn that wa continue 4o work with tha Staff, an

I telievs

a
ive werking relationshipn
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identification of issues and dispositive resolution of these
issues, and Commlssioner Bernthal's comment a moment ago about
what we're calling a licensing support system, but an
innovative, extensive, automated data system which will take

the data that is being gesnerated in the program, make it
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availarzle in 2lectrasnic form to all the parties who have an

interest, is absolutely essential to seeing the matter

I«'s mcore than having the data; it's also dealing
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time we aczu2lly 355 to a hearing or have an application before

yeu in a formal way.
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TO require again 2a dirfficulc balance in determining hew much
awareness, how nuch participation by Commission Staff is
reedad 2t scme aarly stage in crder to allcw us to prcceed

rapidly at scme later stage. I think all of us prokably er:

in the directicn of more rather than less. But we're going to

ata and dsaling with the issues between now and the
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learn scmz lassens. And drawing that balance in respect to
resource allocation and so ferth is going to be a matter that
wa've got to kasp before us.

If I had a problem that I could point to and say we
just made a ness ocut of it scmewhere, I would not be reluctant
to tell »roi. That's net the case. But I can tell you that I

L o Led

ey

Xnew and I think vou will knew, as Jchn kacws, that it's g2

te rogulires coentinuad attention on all of our parts to te surs
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arrive at any £inal cdecisions; that was not the purpcsz2 of tia
meeting ~- zut I think tney have a greater awareness ncW ot
scme of the state of affairs, the state of evolution of
things, and the tottcm line that we came to was that we mus<

maiitain a dueal emphasis on quality and timeliness, and that

fronm thelr standpoint, it was important for them to maintain
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an awareness of where We and the Staff were, and one mechanisn
for doing that, at least from the first repository standpoint,
is thrcugh th2 tiernnial reviews, the six-mcnth reviews that
are reguired under the SEP approach, and I invitad the
ccmmittee to consider that as sort of a regular activity that
we Wwould engage in.

And secondly, I indicated to them, as wz and the

Staiil mcve to the stace of what we weould call idantificatien
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CHAIRMAY PALLADINO: Did the ACR3S indicat?2 whether
they wers going to issue any public étatements, ccnaments cn
this mattex?

MR. RUSCHE: .They did not indicete, and I have not
neard any, although the neeting =-- I kelieve the maeting was

open, and there were several members of the public who were
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there, but to the best of my knowledge they did nct.

CHAIRMAN PALLADI&O: Well, meetings often result in
public statements cf their position or advice or questicns ox
comments.

MR. RUSCHE: We did not identify either followup nor
expectation of such further communication. I'indicated I
would come back at scme appropriataitime in the future, and we

would ccntinue the ccnversasien.

- dule @ts s 4 0 wea o RPN MRS S - . - - . ‘a ° - b=
o RLAns s NaS immmLUNLLI. s Dotaunit aas the
A amm - - - - - ®o » cacs -acem - -
- % o s e O e - - o d - - . - - - e 2.
2 el e et .o D e ch - . . 2 deta aar
TLALLLIUSL s s i s s mambers of ke ASL2

dsang, and tiat agaon 3uyTestI taacs 42 nezd to do what we can
to put that prosazs 22 itz mest 238ficia-n form when we gat to

it. But they ars much further dewn thz2 rocad. We shouldn't

M - : - * 3 . <.
nave a Zeard imzanslad, Tocrsilld vi2s53; i1t ancther three cor
1 . - 2 assa S -
Souay vzars, mavos Iuv oo Il c3alrs.
- E . - - & - - y 8 b - -
S4T Tarr aavazzsd S ousgad toat we 31t down, and Ifn

crrialnly wiillinm: oo sit down and all wizh then and will do
so, sut I think it's like the whole nicture of managing this
multifaceted venture, that I think the objactives ara pretty
clear, and I think the participants are pretty clear, and
we've got to be sure that all the participants are
well-informed and carry out the roles that are envisicned for

them within the context of 2 need to move Lhe program con.
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I would also note that another bedy who has an
abiding interest in what we're doing is what I'd call MNARUC.
There iz a Waste llanagemant Ccommittee of UARUC. Cemmissisnar
Asselstine spoke to the committee the day before yesterday.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: That's right.

MR. RUSCHE: Aand I followed the Cemmissioner. They,

too, have a special interest, and I think thevy can be a

positive rforce as thev leck at the reactions of their own

ITIT2I DI To. DLITLr L.l tLian: 2 wliedw That thay crarate
doom, wnd Iotmooert st firistuaslicy for intaractien.

i P S e 2 guarcar or nayke
SOC2 3VEDY SLioalnioa, a3 lL continue to do that., We
PIS7iA2 a2l WLIS 2ia Hands oz ownsermaticn, and we'll continue
T2 do thas,

I thi P you knzw th in addition to yourselves,
fremoa veyilater iTanassint it tha transportation arena, we
A tave stesllic Lotivaccirn, A scasutory intaracticn, by tha
Tazartaent oI ToanstLirtazlin, And it's important for us and
thay and youe, Iotalal, e ceonsinug 4o wWerk scgathar, and wWa

All of this brings 2e to a perception that w2 are
far from the place of saying that we can predict with 100
percent ccnfidence a successful cutcome of the precgranm at a
particular date, but I weuld vanture that I have nct fcund

anything yet that leaves me discouraged, that the course that



'_l
[§]]

P
(1Y

} 4
[}

' L
W

21

22

23

24

41
we're on is not the right course. It will raguire course

corrections, as we make progress, but I kelleve that we're on

a sourse tihat neats the

'Yy

r
()

intent of Congress and wiil laad ©»d

'J-

putting in

‘g

lace a permanent repcsitory, and if Congress
agrees, a monitcred retrievable facility and an operating
systenm that will be effective for permanently disposing of the
high-level waste and spent fuel frcm the ccmmercial industry

and from the d=2lensz2 industry of the country.

[

i fus L Iowsuld nete that thara are a nunber of
12 Ls3ue that nmav b2 of nore than casual

LatEsuL i . TUn Imnlif gets thsss all the time.

]
)
'
i
S
)
»

Ttiwomeliil o iTIrt nas gona2 to the printer, and it s
2 falwls Zzxlilinliio oy Lorument. We ara obligated every year to
a2n2 a %stal 3ovz=an Lliz-cycle cost estimate. That is

circulating incsernallivy and should be available within a short

zisz, Itz urrciss 1S te evaluatae the fe2e adequacy, and that
saild Ty o 3l snsTely.

progran manasensnt system document is a definitive management
contract, as it were, zatween nme, my office, and the multiple
parties in the DOE system, and it calls on not only our
government experisznce, but scme of the iandustry experience,
and éome of my Assistant Directcrs, Associate Directors, like

I, have had some experience in the private sector, and it's
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one of ‘the better documents that I hawv: had the cpporturity of
being a party to. It dces put in placa 2 nanagement system
and an information systen derived fozun
us a high prcbability of managing the matter well.

We've made continuing progress in QA. We've had
extensive interacticns with your QA staff, and I think, though
we have not fully arrivsd, we have met the commitments or are
in a resizisn to rmeet the commitments that we've said, in

r cnrsa tTotrLng QA 3ystens in place ky the time we have
Lzaticn werh raady to'go, and we're going t»o
Senodiaally I oweuld neta that the centinuing
SWe Stalls leads occasicnally to a

iz £ tha effort from one side to the other, and

Sn2 ¢ the recent additicns from the NRC sStaff to the DOE
3=.%7 1z Il Talekt, and Jin nhas kbeen a very welcome addition

in T oLurnasinz A aresa, and ne has madz a real contribution.

- ] ta o -

Theuts where I owas golag to ston.

Fre; e WIS DN P T A meyea L ] - - - PO
IS AT IR S DEPEr: Y G T c'\-l righ_- - e s o - - -7

2en.

thinz it is very important for us to have periodic

reports from you, and I think it's very helpful for you to

th

cffeyr thenm whan we don't avan asr. for then.

Z think you and we supporting you in our efforts co

have a very challenging prcblem, but I think one that this
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nation must solve in cn2 way or thas other.

I don't have any srecific questions. Let me turn tec
oy colleagues and sas 12 they have any questions or comments
they'd like to make.

COMMISSIONZR ASSELSTINE: I have just a couple of
guesticns.

Ben, I think the meeting we had with the various
lncerssted parties on revisions to Part 60, one of the
L.31L03 %lat came up on a point that you had menticnad

sL2L.z2z, you had menticnad that the states have sat in on scxme

Th: m22tings, anid I <hink the Indian trikes as well, zhe

-~ anamimmT ena,qod s ‘a
- —-a - on - .n-i—u—-a.’d o~

=etwean cur Staif and COZ on the
davilsgment of the site characterization plans.

cn2 of the concerns that was expressed by one of the
carzicipants was, sitting in on meétings was what was

t=.mitted, at least in one case, rather than participation and

Zavz ycu nad a chance to leek at that? I Xnow I

narticipation means that people should be involved in the
meetings and that that may have been an isolated instance,
Do you have any thoughts or comments on that?
MR. RUSCHZ: I'm less familiar with the cpecific

meeting vou're talking about, so I'm nct sure I can speak to
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orne it

case, pecple wers told,

neeting, but you're nct

That's nect characteristic of what we iﬁtend.

element

g that we continue to have

44

I'ma not sure I kncw which
aither, .11 w2 neard was that at least In cne
"You're allowed to listen to the
allcwed to talk during the meeting."
YR,

RUSCHE: I think I have heard those words.

But there is an

that I think we all nust recognize, and that is,
it's states or Indlan <ribes or nmemkars 2 thz public

. - > - 51 4 -
awvan yIur Stail, wonan ysu begin tc T

tiicipate, I
crior that you're
to wrestle with.

ror example, in some of our coordinating committees,

technical coordinating committees, which your Staff

cccasionalily actends, mainly as a matter of discretion, it's

net a dira2ct DCE/NRC naating, we have invitced participaticn

back after such contribution, it's not only mine, but I think

thaink in scme caszaz they've cenz,
2ffective and thay
memzers can contribute freom the states.

On tne other hand, when the contribute, and I lcok

we're all entitled to an expectaticn that if we have done

scmething tcgether, then what we've done is going %o te all

So the element of accountability begins to creep into

that's the kxind
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the picturs, and I think the states have a legitimate questicn
as to whazher zhay care to participate to that level, and
finding just whare taat participation is, is always going tc
be a struggla fcr us, but that needs to be.

And clearly, the kind of comment that you referred
to is not even courteous, to say the léast, or appropriate.

CCMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Also, as you mentioned,
vou and I both had the opportunity to talk with some public

utilicy comaissicn rerpresentatives through the recent [ARUC

- Wy
m2eting.

One of the topics that came u» was the licensing
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uan;icnad earlier, and I know thnat
where's streng concern on the part of the PUC rz2presentatives
that‘this be a cost effective precgram, and ‘that costs be a
consideration in planning for what's being done.

I wendered if2 wvou had a chance to talk with thenm

1zcut that and to at l2ast lay out yeur view cf the

¥R, RUSCHE: ' Ccn that specific point, we did net --
we spent the time on other subjects, kut the poinf of
cost-effectiveness was made in a much more general way. In
fact, a conment was nade that froa thelr vantage point, there
dcesn't seem to be anybody who is concerned akcut the cecst in

the progran.
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Mow I tried to disabuse them of that idea.

COMMISSiONBR ASSELSTINE: Yes, so did I.

MR. RUSCHZ: But we are concerned about it, and
we're obligated to bé cost-effective., In fact, I'm not sure
how many times I've used the word this morning, but perhaps
more times than you're accustomed to hearing.

But I believe we are being cost-effective, but until
we get the system defined, it is much more difficult to
establish a set of measures that give ancther gparty high
cenfidence that ycu can tell whether we're keing
cest-effectiva or not. And I tried te make fa2at point as
well,

on the 1S5 pér se, it seems to me, from what I kncw
-- and, in fact, I came from a meeting that began at 8:30 in
our office, and we internally were dolng some work to proceed

dcwn the road thatz we have agreed to lccok at, and every +“inmse I

hear o2 tha outcome of a menting, that pecplo ccocwme away oo

-

th2 mzating enthused and ceoavinced that not only can we do it,

un owalt

v s

<«

2 found at least what apzears to te teciiniques and
equipment that will be cost~-effective.

CCMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: One cof the advantages cf
the system, and I've heard this both from our Staff and some
of the other participants who are likxely to be participants in
the licensing pr:cgeding, is that we cculd have one systen

that everyone could suppert and that everyéne.would use, so
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that you've have a common database.

MR. RUSCHE: Absolutely.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: It seems to ma that is
both a creative idea and one that has real promise to try and
at least come closc to meeting the very optimistic schedule
that we've all set for ourselves in terms of discovery for tha
licensing hearing.

MR. RUSCHE: 1Indeed, that does carry with it an

interssting implicaticn, thecugh, and that is that

[

. .
N Ny wede N g -
et e emdd

who are going to use it are going to participate in i%, nanelw

chat the data that sach of us have will be contribute

Q.

To zha
systep, sc 'that it d:eé represent that ccmmon'database.

Now one of tha interesting things -~ and I dcn':
want to sound unappreciative or even suggestive in the wreng
way, but as we're looking at the second =-- at the crystalline
repository effort where most of the data came'f:cm :59 stazas
who were particisating, the states are now finding whan shav

N
5‘&

cr
H
t

go kack ~- ani maryke 's mcre data that they nhaé that
vears on the subject than we got, and that carries an
implication when you begin to look at the licensing suppor:
system, that it's an obligation that not cnly we put into the
system all of the data, the dccumentatién, aﬁd that you do the
same thing, but that all pecples who have data that bear con it

put it in the system, so that we don't find out that the great

effort that we've gone to to make discovery and completeness
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possible is not cempromised by scme, "Ch, I forgot I had this
in my pocket," in 1992.

COMMISSIONER BERNTHAL: Ben, since we're con this
subject, Jim, I'd like to get just a little bit more dstail.
This agency is burdened with an excessively expensive and
antiquated, archaic, whatever the word is, document svztza and
has been for scme years now. WwWe're trying to find our way out
of that swanp.

-

culd ycu give us a little more infsrmacicn?

(]

}_‘
.-.
')
$
[#]

don't want ycu to get highly technical, btu%f fell us a

)
'
[

bit about where these plans are, what kind of syscens

| N
.

leoking at, what you think the capabilities of those systenms
will ke, in three minutes or less?

(Laughter.]

MR. RUSCHE: Let me get ny watch out here, so I can
be sure.

T think the sinple ckjectiva wa all nzd was 4o [is1
a way to create or put in place a‘physical system tnasz Wi
capable of ragpid entry of informaticn, and I think that
essentially means that it must be put in electronic form or
magnetic fdrm, and capable of fast indexing and access and
fast recovery.

Each one of those steps are doable in many different
ways. It seemed to us like one of the real difficulties was

finding a way to get material into the system. After you get
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it into the system and in electrenic form, so ycu can trun
begin to massage it and index it and abstract it and =2 forth,
many people believe it's a lct more doable.

So our emphasis turned to the front end of tha
system, and we have found, we believe, an agprcach that's
being used at least in one from by the Smithsenrian group at
the Air and Space Museum -~ there may ke cthers that I'am no:t
aware of, but that is certainly cone enmkcdimant of the
procedure -- which uses digital T7 aguipgnmant fzr dirsct
reading and allows very rapid readiny of not conly prinzad

matter but pictorial matter, which would 211z

iy
o
)
v
¥
i)
2!
[§]
n
v
“)

be stered on laser discs for optical, vzry high-densizy
storage and for rapid recovery. And ccncurrentlyv we found,
and your Staff, I think, has been inveclvad, indexing and
abstracting programs that have recently ccme on the market
that have the potential for amacing facility in gat=zinz at tha
material.

And in a sense, kased cn whait wa undarszand o o2
the likely rzservoir of material, it lozcked like we =mizhs gz=
all of the information we're talking about in a systenm that.
would easily fit in the corner over there, and it would :e
such that we could ship it around on such discs. We could
maxke it available to people who had an aprrrpriate need or
interest, and the equipment is no%t herrikly expensive. 1In

fact, one of the nore surprising things is, the equipment
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seems to be modestly priced, and mecst of it is off thia 3n2li,
To the best of my knowledge, it had just net kean put tocehler
in quite this form, so far as we knaw.

And that's what we're meving toward. I kelieve,

with your Staff, we're beginning to try to dsvelop a2 small
prototype system that we can convinca curselves that i: is
that capable and use it.

Two minutes and 338 seccinds.

CCIMMISSICNZIR ZZ2UTHNL: Ve gead.  Thans vl

CHAIRMAN PALILADINO: There i3 cne zoint wita sirnon

Lo all these systems, is malka sura that tha 3a::z oAt Tt oLl
are accurate and that the opgecxtunisy exists 2nd <tk
capability exists and tha diligence exists to ges rid of da:za
that is proven to be wrong.

Of course, the problem we all have is, we can have

a gccd data tracking systen, th2 preoblen is evaliuazing iz,
assimilating i, and zusting it <o usa,
MR, RUSCHE: Tha%t's truiz ne aabtntzxo wihat we do,

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: That's =-ighs.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: It strikes me, though,
that information management is proktably one of the biggest
challenges in this program. ot only are you and we
generating a lot of informaticn, but alss for, I think,
prcoably the first time in our licensing proceedings, we are

going to have extraordinary well-funded and technically



capable participants.
MR. RUSCHE: Yes.
COMMISSIONIR ASSEILSTINI: Mamaly the s:iaties anld o
Indian tribes.
MR. RUSCHE: 2And we'ra hepaful they will osut their
information in the systzn, :too.
CCMMISSIONER ASSILSTINEZ: Yas. I agras witl that

- - g e d . . : [
It alsc strixes =2 That ths

& - 4 ~ > s camre ® - - temicon - -
to set up a syszam and a set ¢ ground milais e tur zart
be %, . : . - s ames s -t~ .a .
on our part that all cf tha garticigants nzws: wzsiliince o

such that they are willing tc say, "U:zs, wa'zsa

conmit to this systen and to use 1t and te gus all of our

information in it." 3ut if we can do that, I =hink zhat's
real step forward.

MR, RC3CHET: IZ we don't we're going <o =2 2uriad
with the informatizn,

COWMITESTITUTY JMEZTLITIUZ.  That's slghat,

MR. RUSCHME: =Zicuse me. 1lct with tha wasita

20
21
22
23
24

25

(Laughter.]

CCMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE:
up, at least in ny discussions with the public utility
comnission Zolks, that I
more long-range kinds of

particularly useful that

ideas, and I thought it was

they brought thenm up.

Two other noints that

thought were very interesting and
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very much,
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[(No resgcnse, )
CHAIFRMAN PAL

CHAIRMA
Ve appreciate ycur ccming over, and we lesk forward to

centinuing the dialogue as rnew events take place.

comments?
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