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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
‘Project WM-10
Notice of Availability -

-Draft Site Characterization Analysis

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
ACTION: Notice of Availability.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has published a Draft
Site Characterization Analysis (DSCA) of the U.S. Department of Energy's
Site Characterization Report for the Basalt Waste Isolation Project, a

potential high-level waste repository site on the Hanford Reservation in

the State of Washington.

ADDRESSES: A single copy of the DSCA (NUREG-0960) is available free upon
written request to the extent of supply from the GPO Sales Prbgram.
Division of Technical Information and Document Control, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555, (301)492-9530. The DSCA is
available for public inspection at the Commission's Public Document Room,
1717 H Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20555, aﬁd the Local Public Document
Room, Richland Public Library, Swift and Northgate Streets, Richland,
Washington 99352.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. Robert E. Browning, Acting
Difector, Division of Waste Management, Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

"Washington, DC 20555, Telephone (301)427-4200.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFdRMATION: On November 12, 1982, the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) the
DOE's Site Characterization Report (SCR) for the Basalt Waste Isolation
Project (BWIP), designated as NRC Project WM-10. The BWiP SCR was
submittedlunder the provisions of NRCfs procedural rule, 10 CFR Part 60,
Section 60.11.

While NRC staff was analyzing the BWIP SCR, the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act (NWPA) of 1982, Public Law 97-425, was enacted into law. Under
Section i13(b)(1) of'that Act, DOE is required to submit to NRC, the host
state, and any affected Indian tribe on whose reservation a candidate
'site is located for review and comment: b(l)fa general plan for site
characterization activities to be conducted at such candidate site; (2) a
description of the possible waste form or package; and (3) a conceptual
repository design that takes into account 1ike1y site-specific
requirements. The site characterization plan (SCP) required by the Act
is similar, but not identical, to the SCR described in NRC's procedural

rule, 10 CFR Part 60, Section 60.11.

We understand that DOE intends to submit to NRC later this year an

SCP and related documents specified in the Act for BWIP. We also
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understand that these documents will supersede the November 1982 BWIP SCR
and will provide information not included in the November 1982 BWIP SCR.

Upon receipt later this year, NRC will review the BWIP SCP. The NRC
is also looking at the impact of the NWPA on NRC's procedural rule.
However, pending any changes to NRC's procedural rule, we intend to
provide NRC staff's draft analysis of the BWIP SCP for public review and

comment prior to publication of a final analysis by NRC staff. Since the

NRC staff has completed its review of the November 1982 BWIP SCR, we are
publishing our draft analysis of that document now in order to provide
DOE and all other interested parties with our views on the proposed site
characterization program identified in the BWIP SCR.
Dated at Silver Spring, Maryland, this 31st day of March 1983.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
9 5/

Robert E. Browning, Acting Director
Division of Waste Management
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1 INTRODUCTION

The Basalt Waste Isolation Project (BWIP) Site Characterization Report (SCR) is’
~an issue-oriented document, as specified by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) Standard Format and COntent for Site Characterization Reports, Regulatory
Guide 4.17. The Department of Energy (DOE) issues and related work elements
gggvide the framework used to present the site characterization plans in the

The objectives of NRC's SCR analysis are to first, determine if the SCR
adequately identifies the issues at the site; and second, determine if the
plans to resolve the issues are adequate. This analysis is intended to assure
that all significant questions relevant to future repository licensing are
raised as early in site characterization as possible, given existing knowledge.
To aid in this analysis, the NRC independently developed an issues list which
provides a framework for the analysis. The NRC issues also aid fn simplifying
the complex problem of assessing repository performance by logically and system-
atically breaking the problem into more manageable parts, such that the inter-
relationships between parts or between the parts and the performance objectives
of 10 CFR Part 60 are clear. This breakdown facilitates integration of the
many disciplines contributing to issue analyses and performance assessment. In
the future the NRC issues widd also provide an organizational structure for
. tracking DOE site characterization activities.

‘ma, ' staf&

- Appendix C gives a complete listing of the issues identified by both NRCsand
DOE. It describes the logic and process that the NRC staff used to identify
BWIP site issues and correlates these issues to those identified by DOE in the
SCR. Ratings of the BWIP program for each NRC issue are also presented. The

N NRC issue 1ist in this appendix is a further development of a list first pro-
ducted in May 1982. ,

2 DEFINITION OF SITE ISSUES AND REPOSITORY ELEMENTS

A site issue, as here used, is a question about a specific site that must be
answered or reso]ved to comp]ete Ticensing assessments of the site and design
Fovr ‘the suitability in terms of 10 CFR Part 60. Site issues are not necessarily contro-
] ScR versal questions.% Jite issues can be divided into performance issues and
1 * specific issues. Performance issues are broad quest1ons concerning both the
operational and long-term performance of the various elements, or barriers, of
the overall repository system (e.g., waste form, waste package see Figure C-1).
Performance issues include the integration of numerous specific issues. Generally,
] these are questions about conditions and processes (information needed) which
I must be considered in assessing the performance issues. Specific issues encom-
pass many levels of detail. The use of performance and specific issues does
not necessarily reflect degrees of importance in repository performance. It is
conceivable that a detailed specific issue could be of equal or greater impor-
tance than'a particular performance issue. Questions related to matters such
E as methods of data collection, data analysis, performance modeling and perform-
; ance validation are not considered as issues but, rather, concerns addressed in
3 the analysis of each issue. .
d wsed on He SCR

The DOE definition of issuexis somewhat different in emphasis from NRC's
definition given above. This difference should be considered when comparing

: 1/28/83 c-1 BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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\Many of the issues identified by NRC are related to various elements of a

the two lists of issues. The DOE SCR defines an fssue "...as a technical
question about which there is debate or controversy. Issues are technical
questions that arise when the available information or technology is fnsuffi-

~ cient to-make a specific decision or come to a specific conclusion about some

aspect of repository siting or development" (3CR, page 13.0-1). Furthermore,
methods of study are considered to be issues. DOE' has also defined work elements
in the SCR “...as a technical activity required to satisfy all or part of a
criterion and/or to resolve an issue identified for siting and/or developing a.
nuclear waste repository in basalt" (SCR, page 13.0-1).

-

repository system. These elements and other terms important to reposiotry
performance are defined below and illustrated in Figure C-1.

“"Accessible environment" means (1) the atmosphere, (2) the land surface,

(3) surface water, (4) oceans, and (5) parts of the lithosphere that are more
than ten kilometers in any direction form the original location of any of the
radioactive wastes in the disposal system.

"Backfi11" means material which might be emplaced in the underground openings
of the underground facility other than the emplacement ho]es shafts and
boreholes.

- “Controlled area" means a surface location, to be marked by suitable monuments

extending horizontally no more than 10 kilometers in any direction from the
underground facility, and the underlying subsurface, which area has been
committed to use as a geologic repository and from wh1ch incompatible
activities would be restricted following permanent closure.

"Disturbed zone" means that portion of the controlled area whose physical or
chemical properties have changed as a result of underground facility construc-
tion or from heat generated by the emplaced radioactive wastes such that the
resultant change of perperties may have a significant effect on the performance
of the geologic repository. -

"Emplacement hole" means an opening in the rock directly surrounding the waste
package.

"Engineered barrier system" means the waste packages and the underground
faci]ity

"Far field" means the portion of the geologic setting that lies between the
outer edge of the disturbed zone and the accessible environment.

"Geologic setting" means the geologic, hydrologic, and geochemical systems of
the region in which a geologic repository operations area is or may be located.

“Packing" means that part of the waste package which is emplaced between the
outer container and the rock wall of the emplacement ho]e

1/28/83 c-2 BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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“Underground faci]ity" means the underground structure, inc]uding openings and
backfill materials, but excluding shafts, boreholes, and their seals. Also

included is the surround1ng rock that provides structural support.

"Waste form“ mean the radicactive waste materials and any encapsulating or
stabilizing matrix.

"Waste package" means the waste form and any containers, sh1e1d1ng, packing and
other components surrounding the waste form.

3 DEVELOPMENTCgf NRC ISSUES

. Before 4o vecelpt of

These.

A Ihe NRC staff identifief a set of issues wh1ch systematically considers the

required assessments necessary to independently evaluate, during licensing, the
performance of/PROPOSEDYa repository. Issues are logically broken down from
broad to more specific levels of detail. This breakdown facilitates the focus
of the SCR analysis on individual, detailed site characterization plans as well
as the 1ntegrat10n of plans from the broad view of the overall repository
system. * The logic and process used for issue {dentification are illustrated in
Figures C-2 and C-3.

As shown in Figure C-3, issue development involves two main stages. First, the
site characterization matters are divided into safety assessment and environ-
mental assessment. Secondly, safety assessment is subdivided into assessments

related to two time periods: to permanent closure (operational) and after
fgﬁedﬁ4°2" permanent closure (long-term). Yhe-HRS safety issues are derived directly from

10 CFR 60, and the environmental/institutional-issues are derived from 10 CFR
51. Further issue development entails dividing the performance objectives of
10 CFR 60 into performance issues corresponding to the individual performance
of the various system elements or barriers. These system elements are shown
schematically in Figure C-1 and are defined in Section 2. Table C-1 correlates
the performance issues to the performance objectives of 10 CFR 60.

Significant conditions and processes are then identified for each performance
issue. These significant conditions and processes are those which 1) exist
prior to repository disturbance, 2) could cause future changes, and 3) result
from change. They also fall into the categories of natural, (e.g., faulting)
repository induced (e.g., thermal buoyancy), and human induced (e.g., withdraw-
al of water resources). Many conditions or processes are important to more
than one performance issue. This duplication of conditions and processes is
eliminated by combining similar or repeated conditions or processes into a
final set of specific issues. This final set of specific issues is then divided
between six technical review groups (Groundwater, Waste Form/Waste Package,
Retardation, Design of Facility, Geology, and Environmental Intitutional).
Table C-2 1ists all of the performance and specific issues. These issue

sta s are numbered and listed by the groups described above. This list
should be used .as the master reference 1ist of issue statements when
particular issues are referenced only by their number in the SCA chapters or
appendices.

1/28/83 | | c-3 BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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Table C-3 correlates specific issues to performance issues in a matrix form.

This table shows: 1) the importance of specific issues to repository perform-
ance; 2) how specific issues are integrated to address each performance issue;.
and 3) how any single specific issue might contribute to assessing more than

one performance -issue. For example, investigations of faults and fractures ,
(specific issue 5.1) combine with various groundwater and retardation issues to
understand the performance issues of water contacting the backfill (B.3), dis~
turbed zone transport (B.9), farfield transport (B.10), and pre-waste emplace-
ment groundwater travel time (B.11). Table C-3 in combination with Table C-1
also shows how each issue is based on the performance objectives of 10 CFR 60.

Developing the specific issues involved judgment as to which conditions and
processes are considered to be significant to performance issues. Therefore,
every possible condition and process is not listed, rather only those judged by
the NRC staff as potentially significant. Issue jdentification is based on
technical reviews of various BWIP related documents, site visits, workshops and
research activities conducted by NRC, DOE and other organizations.

Judgment is a factor in breaking down the specific issues to various levels of
detail. Different levels of breakdown reflect the degree of emphasis on a
particular program area at this stage in site characterization. For example,
more detail is developed for issues related to the site rather than repository -
design because site investigations provide input to repository design and because
many site investigations take months or years to conduct and therefore require
long lead times for planning.

4  ISSUE RATINGS

The NRC site issues are used as a framework for an analysis by the NRC staff ef
the BWIP site characterization program. This section summarizes this analysis
by presenting ratings for each site issue.
v P ] ¢ which ave worle.wxg papers developed duvwa,'ﬂa -f.ulc.r
A1l issue ratings are supported by s1te issue analyses (SIA)y There are no sta 9
SIAs for the performance issues, since all the SIAs for supporting specific W SCR .
issues collectively make up an analysis of each performance issue. All of the oM
SIAs are compiled into one single document and copies are located in the NRC

Public Document Room. Issue ratings are further supported by the chapters and
technical appendices in the SCA. This supporting material is referenced in

Table €-4.

Issue ratings are given for the following four categories: 1) importance to
repository performance and suitability, 2) ease of resolution, 3) current level
of resolution, based on SCR contents and information gained during technical
interactions with DOE and DOE contractors, and 4) likely level of resolution
with proposed site characterization plans described in the SCR. The ratings
represent a consensus judgment made by the respective technical review team
members. Issue ratings, rating classes, and symbols are shown in Table C-5.

An indeterminate rating js assigned when insufficient information is available
in the SCR and referenced documents, to make a judgment.
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5 CORRELATION OF NRC AND DOE ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

The DOE site characterization plans are organized and presented using tl'(ggr
issue/work element structure. Tables C-5 and_c-s 1ist the numbered DOE 1ssues
and work elements. elements

The analysis of the site characterization program for each NRC/issue included

identifying and evaluating those DOE issues and work es vhich
correspond partially or completely to the NRC issue. Table C-2 shows
thistorrelation of DOE issue and work element numbers to the NRC issues.
Table C-2, C-5, and C-6 together are intended to be a cross-referencing tool

for relating NRC's analysis in the SCA chapters and SIAs to DOEs' plans in the
SCR. . .

l
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TABLE C-1.

,

+ Performance of the geologic
repository operations area
through permanent closure
10 CFR 60.111

. Pérformance of the overall .
system after permananent
Closure 10 CFR 60.112

ENVIRONMENTAL

» Nuclear facility NEPA requ1re-
ments 10 CFR 51

1/28/83

10 CFR PART 60 PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

Protection against
radiation exposures
and releases of radio
active material, 10 C
60.111a

Retrievability of
waste, 10 CFR 60.111b

Containment by the
engineered barrier
system, 10 CFR
60.113(a)(i1)(A)

Isolation by the
engineered barrier
System, 10 CFR
60.113(a)(ii1)(B)

CORRELATION 0F'BE¥HEE§thC'PERFORMANCE ISSUES AND 10 CFR PART 60

PERFORMANCE ISSUES

B.1 How do the design criteria and conceptual
design address releases of radioactive mate-
- rials to unrestricted areas within the limits
FR specified in Part 20?

. B.2 How do the design criteria and conceptuaf
design accommodate the retrievability option?

‘B.3 When and how does water contact the backfill?

B.4 When and how does water contact the waste
package? 4

B.5 When and how does water contact the waste form?

B.6 When, how, and ét what rate are radionuclides
released from the waste form?

B.7 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides
released from the waste package?

B.8 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides
released from the backfiil?

B.9 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides
released from the disturbed zone?

B.10 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides
released from the farfield to the accessible
environment?

Pre-waste emplacement B.11 What is the pre-waste emplacement groundwater .

groundwater travel
time, 10 CFR 60.113(a

travel time along the fastest path of radio-
Y(2) nuclide travel from the disturbed zone to the
accessible environment?

B.12 Have the NEPA environmental/institutional/
siting requirements for nuclear faci11t1es been
met?

BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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Table C-2 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements

B ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
T ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ' ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

PERFORMANCE ISSUES

B.1 How do the design criteria and conceptual design address
releases of radioactive materials to unrestricted areas
within the limits specified in Part 20?

B.2 How do the design criteria and conceptual design accommodate
the retrievability option?.

B.3 When and how_does water contact the backfill? |
B.4  When and how does water contact the waste package?
B.5 When and how does water contact the waste form?

B.6 When, how, and at what rate are rad1onuc11des reteased from ' -
the waste form?

B.7 When, how, and at what rate are rad1onuc11des re]eased from the
waste package?

B.8 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides released from the
backfill?

B.9 - When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides released from the
dlsturbed zone?

B.10 When, how, and at what rate are radionuclides released from the
far field to the accessible environment?

B.11 What is the prewaste emplacement groundwaier travel time along the
fastest path of radionuclide travel from the disturbed zone to the
accessible environment?

B.12 Have the NEPA environmental/institutional/siting requirements for
nuclear facilities been met?

o Issues having a site issue analysis (SIA)

, 1/28/83 ‘ ' f c-10 ‘ BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements -
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC o ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
SPECIFIC ISSUES
: 1.0  Groundwater
o 1.1 What is the nature of the present groundwater system? S.1.A S$.1.3;:A-S5.1.6.A
S.1.B S$.1.7.A-S5.1.10.A
f S.1.C ~§.1.12.8, S.1.13.8,
‘ S.1.D S$.1.24.C-5.1.31.C,
$.1.33.C-5.1.36.C
‘ S.1.37.D-5.1.40.D,
$.1.51.D, S.1.54.D,
§.1.58.D
o 1.1.1 What is the three-dimensional distribution of hydrogeologic S.1.A S.1.3.A-S.1.5.A,
parameters (including vertical and horizontal hydraulic S.1.B S.1.7.A-5.1.10.
conductivity, hydraulic head, effective porosity, double S.1.C $.1.12.B, S.1.13.8,
5 porosity, dispersitvity, and matrix diffusion)? S$.1.D S$.1.24.C, S.1.25.C,
3 : s.1.30.¢C, S$.1.33.C,
s $.1.34.C, S.1.36.C,
: §.1.38.D-5.1.40.D,
= $.1.51.D,
¥ o 1.1.1.1 What are the distributions of measured hydrogeologic s.1.C s.1.24.C, S.1.25,C,
: parameters of each unit tested? S.1.D $.1.38.D-S.1.40.D,
$.1.51.D '
: o 1.1.1.2 What are the distributions of interpolated s.1.C $.1.24.C, S.1.25.C.,
hydrogeologic parameters of_ each unit? ' S.1.D $.1.38.D-5.1.40.D,
; T S.1.51.D
H .
o 0 1.1.2 What are the groundwater recharge and discharge locations, =~ S.1.C $.1.25.C-5.1.28.C,
1 mechanisms, and amounts for the Pasco Basin? ' : S.1.D S.1.30.C, S§.1.33.C,
; : $.1.35.C, S.1.36.C,
] $.1.51.D
5@ 0 1.1.3 What are the boundary conditions of the flow systems signif- S.1.C $.1.25.C-S8.1.27.C.,
. . lcant to repository performance? : S.1.D $.1.30.C, S.1.33.C,
] $.1.34.C, S.1.36.C,
o S$.1.38.D0-S5.1.40.D,
S$.1.51.D
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] ~ Table C-3 COrrelation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
" ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC S ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
. o 1.1.4 How and to what extent is groundwater flow affected by S.1.C S§.1.24.C, S.1.25.C,
] structural discontinuities? ‘ _ S.1.0 $.1.27.C, S.1.28.C- -
» $.1.32.C, S.1.41.0
. $.1.30.C, S$.1.33.C,
i S.1.34.C, 5.1.36.C,
& $.1.38.D-5.1.40.D,
4 $.1.44.D, S.1.45.D
o $.1.48.D, S.1.49.D
i $.1.51.D, $.1.54.D-
;}’il S.l. 58.D
] o  1.1.5 How and to what extent is groundwater flow affected by S.1.C $.1.24.C, S.1.25.C,
N ' stratigraphic and 1ithologic discontinuities? . S.1.D $.1.27.€-5.1.30.C,
$.1.33.C, S.1.34.C,
$.1.36.C, S.1.38.D-
$.1.40.D
RE o 1.1.6 What is the hydrochemistry of the groundwater systems of S.1.A $.1.5.A, S.1.6.A,
s _ the Pasco Basin? S.1.C S.1.8.A, S.1.9.A,
- S.1.D $.1.26.C, S.1.36.C,
= $.1.38.D-5.1.40.D
0 1.1.7 What is the conceptual groundwater model(s)? S.1.C S.1.24.C, S5.1.25.C,
o ' : : . S.1.D $.1.27.C-5.1.30.C,
| $.1.35.C, S.1.36. c
i | 'S.1.38. D-S 1.40.D
: o 1.1.8 What are the mathematical models used to pred1ct groundwater f]ow7 S.1.C §.1.31.C, S.1.33.(C
S.1.D $.1.34.C, S.1. 37 D
0 1.2 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of natural changes that s.1.C S.1.32.C, $.1.41.D,
would affect groundwater flow? S.1.D $.1.44.D, S.1.45.D
. $.1.48.D, S.1.49.D
- 0 1.2.1 What are the types, .probabilities, and nature of catastrophic S.1.C §.1.32.C, S.1.41.D,
2 Columbia River flooding changes that would affect ground- S.1.D S.1.44.D, S. 1.45.D
) water flow?
i 0 1.2.2 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of glaciation S.1.C §.1.32.C, S.1.41.0,
- changes that would affect groundwater flow? (see also 5.33) S.1.D S.1.45.D, S.1.48.D,
. $.1.49.D
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éf Tab]e C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work E]ements '

V) - ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
i ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC , ISSUE NO. - WORK ELEMENT NO.

'i 0 1.2.3 What are the types, probabf11t1es and nature of precipita- S.1.C . S$.1.32.C, S.1.41.D,
3 t1on/evapotransp1rat1on changes that would affect ground- S$.1.D S$.1.49.D

g water flow?

1} 1.3 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of human-induced changes S.1.D S.1.41.D, S.1.44.D-
i (excepting repository-induced changes) that would affect groundwater §.1.48.D, S§.1.50.D,
- flow? (see also 5.4) S.1.51.D

] o '1.3.1 How does the value of water resources in the Pasco Basin S.1.D §.1.41.D, S.1.46.D,
: compare with the values in other surrounding areas of similar S.1.47.0

3 size, and what is the potential for future use?

@ 0 _ 1.3.2 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of water S.1.D $.1.41.D, S.1.46.D,
i resource development (drilling) changes that would affect S.1.47.D, S.1.50.D
1 groundwater flow? :

éé 0 1.3.3 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of groundwater S.1.D S.1.41.D, S.1.46.D.
o withdrawals and recharge changes that would affect groundwater S$.1.47.D, S.1.50.D,
S flow? (see also 5.4.1, 5.4.2) 4 $.1.51.D

;5 o 1.3.4 What are the types, probabilities, and nature of S.1.D $.1.41.D, S.1.44.D-
A changes from dam construction on the Columbia River S.1.48.D, S.1.51.D
B that would affect groundwater flow? . -

é 1.4 What are the expected effects over time on groundﬁater flow paths, S.1.C $.1.24.C, S.1.25.C
B velocities, dispersivities, discharges, and travel times resulting S.1.D $.1.27.C€-5.1.31.C,
o from repository-induced changes (including underground facility con- §.1.33.C, S.1.34.C,
A struction, dewatering and long-term stability, borehole/shaft seal $.1.36.C, S.1.37.D-
; failure, thermomechanical, thermal buoyancy, and thermal alteration $.1.41.D, S$.1.51.D
:] of fracture filling minerals)?

‘§ 1.5 .What are the expected effects over time on groundwater flow paths, S.1.C \ S5.1.24.C, S5.1.25.C
; velocities, dispersivities, discharges, and travel times resulting S.1.D §.1.27.C-S.1.31.C,
o from human-induced changes, excepting repository-induced changes §.1.33.C, S.1.34.C,
g (including water resource exploration, groundwater withdrawals and $.1.36.C, S.1.37.D-
i .recharges, dam construction on the Columbia River, and human induced S$.1.41.D, S.1.44.D-
structure and tectonic changes)? : $.1.48.D, S$.1.50.D,

) $.1.51.D
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC . ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

0 1.6 What are the expected effects over time on groundwater flow paths, $.1.C s.1.24.c, S.1.25.C
velocities, dispersivities, discharges, and travel times resulting S.1.D $.1.27.€-5.1.34.C,
from natural changes (including catastrophic Columbia River flooding, $.1.36.C, S.1.37.D-
glaciation, precipitation/evapotranspiration, structure and tectonic S.1.41.D, S$.1.44.D,
stress)? $.1.49.D, S.1.51.D-

S.1.61.D
2.0 Waste Form/Waste Package .
0 2.1 What are the possible mechanisms by which water will penetrate packing W.1.B W.1.15.8

3 mater1als around containers?
,; ) 2.2 To what extent over time will groundwater flow, temperature or other W.1.A ) W.1.3.A, W.1.3.A,
' effects change the ability of packing materials to control flow through W.1.B W.1.16.B
e those materials? What chemical and physical changes are possible?

o What are the chemical and physical properties?
3} o 2.3 What are the hydrothermal conditions with time at the surfaces of the W.1.A  W.1.2.A, W.1.12.A
i waste form and containers and within packing mater1als which influence ) _

J property changes and radionuclide release? .
;@ o 2.4 What are the possible mechanical failure modes for the container? W.1.A W.1.2.A, W.1.6.A
;§ o 2.5 What are the chemical and physical property changes in container W.1.A - W, 6 A, W.1.7.A,
;i materials and what are the resultant properties? W.1.B W.1.12. A W.1.19.B
. ' | '
”} o 2.6 What are the mechanical loads on containers vs. time? How do the W.1.A ; W.1.2.A
i packing materials affect the loading?
gi ) 2.7 What are the possible corrosion failure modes for the container? W.1.A . W.1.6.A

SR 2.8 What is the effect of packing materials on the corrosion mechanisms W.1.A " W.1.6.A

i for the container?

i o - 2.9 How do Eh, pH and PO, change with time in the vicinity of the con- W.1.A W.1.2.A, W.1.3.A,

tainer and in the pagkaging? | _ : W.1.5.A
o 2.10 What is the radiolytic generation of hydrogen, oxygen and other W.1.A W.1.3.A

species due to gamma radiation in the vicinity of the container?

1/28/83 7 c-14 ~ BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON




PV U YUT U U P UURR WOPUE P USRS OV Sl R RPN et PO U P - P A - fer e 1 ———— 7 —————— ———

Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements '
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
o 2.11 What is the dependence of the oxygen removal rate from packing materials W.1.AW.12A, W.1.3.A
upon temperature, pressure, radiolysis, packing materials physical . W.1.5.A

characteristics, groundwater flow rates and composition and time?

0 2.12 How do microbes effect conditions affecting corrosion modes? What None None
effect do microbes have on the conditions affecting transport?

1 o 2.13 What is the solubility of radionuclides vs. time in the vicinity of None None
B the waste form and packing materials? How are radionuclides released '
T from the waste form?

o - 2.14 What propert1es of the waste form change wjth time and alter the W.1.A : W.1.1.A, W.1.6.A,

; ability of the waste form to contribute to the overall performance of W.3.A . W.1.12.A, W.3.7.A
! the repository system or impact the performance of other barrier
g materials and properties of the site?
23 0 2.15 What is the effect of water residence time on release of radionuclides None None

i from the waste form?
8 o 2.16 What are the ranges of residence times of a unit volume of water in None None
N contact with a unit area waste form and when do the residence times )
U occur? For spent fuel how do hulls change the effective residence

i time? .

! o 2.17 How do the packing (spent fuel hulls if app]icab?é), canister, and W.1.A W.1.12.A, W.3.1.A
o - container materials and/or their alteration products interact with W.3.A

the waste form to cause its alteration and/or effect release radio-

'é nuclides? '
”j 0 2.18 How does the Eh, pH and PO2 change with time in the vicinity of the W.1.A W.1.2.A, W.1.3.A,
B surface of the waste form?“ (Relates to 2.9) - W.1.5.A

:f ] 2.19 What is the production of particles and colloids (by or near the W.1.A W.1.10.A

§ waste form) which can hold or transport radionuclides or effect waste

£ form degradation? .

| ,

| 0 2.20 For spent fuel what are the failure mechan1sms for hulls and what is W.1.A W.1.6.A

‘their failure rate? '
) 2.21 What are the transport and retardation processes and how do they None None

effect the flux of radionuclides with time in packing materials?
1/28/83 C-15 . BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ‘ ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

7f "o 2.22 How do the species which incorporate radionuclides change with time None None |
=3 in the waste package? (This includes particles, colloids and solubles.)
if o 2.23 Can actinides be concentrated to increase heating in the packing W.1.A ‘W.1.10.A
- materials or create a potential for criticality? !

v§ 0o °~ 2.24 How do radionuclides migrate through failed containers and how does W.3.A _ W.3.3.A, 3.3.6.A
! this change with time? (Relates to 2.5) =
;% o 2.25 What are the convective flows in the waste package vs. time? None None

: (Relates to 2.1) ‘

T o 2.26 Does alpha radiation in the waste packing materials affect chemistry W.1.A W.1.3.A, W.1.10.A

and hence transport and species identification? W.1.10.A ' :
o 2.27 What are the conditions which affect criticality? - W.1.A W.1.10.A

- 3.0 Retardation

o 3.1 What is the expected solubility of released radionclides in the

g R.1.D R.1.18.D, S.1.26.C,
Y disturbed zone (excluding the waste package) and the far field S.1.C $.1.38.D, S$.1.39.D,
i , through time? $.1.D W.1.4.A, W.1.10.A,
g ~ W.1.A W.1.12.A, W.2.4.A,
i W.2.A W.2.5.A, W.2.6.A,
3 X W.3.A W.2.8.A, W.2.9.B, -
4 ’ i W.2.B W.2.11.A,
N W.2.D ) W.2.12.D, W.2.13.D
K 3.1.1 How does precipitation/co-precipitation affect radionuclide W.1.A W.1.4.A, W.1.12.A,
g migration from the vicinity of the outermost packing material/ W.2.A W.2.4.A
! rock/backfill interfaces to the accessible environment through
! time? _
; 3.1.2 How does speciation affect radionuclide solubility? S.1.D $.1.39.D, W.1.4.A,
i : : : W.1.A W.2.4.A
; W.2.A
" 3.1.3 How do colloids affect radionuclide solubility/concentration? W.1.A W.1.10.A, W.2.4.A,
. W.2.A W.2.6.A
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Table C~3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements -
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ' h ' ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
i What is the expected retardation of released radionuclides in the R.1.D R.1.19.D, S.1.5.A,
. disturbed zone (excluding the waste package) and the far field through S.1.6.A,
. time? S.1.A S.1.8.A, S.1.9.A,
¢ $.1.D $.1.38.D0, W.1.1.A,
K W.1A W.1.10.A, W.1.12.A,
N W.2.A ¥W.1.15.B, ¥.1.16.8,
k W.2.B '¥W.1.18.B, W.1.19.8B,
: W.2.D W.2.1.A, W.2.4.A,
o W.3.A W.2.5.A, W.2.6.A,
i W.2.8.A, W.2.9.B,
4 W.2.12.D, W.2.13.D
j 3.2.1 How do chemical changes in the outermost packing material S.1.A S.1.5.A, S.1.6.A,
i influence radionuclide migration from the vicinity of-the W.1.A $.1.8.A, S.1.9.A,
i outermost packing material/rock/backfill interfaces through ¥W.1l.8 W.1.1.A, W.1.12.A,
E time? W.2.A ¥W.1.15.8B, W.1.16.8B,
{ﬁ - ' W.1.18.B, W.2.4.A
:@ 3.2.2 How does backfill m1neralogy 1nf1uence rad10nuc11de migra- W.1l.A W.1.12.A, W.1.15.B,
i tion through time? W.1.8 W.1.16.8, W.1.18.8B,
: " W.2.A W.2.4.A
Q 3.2.3 How does the disturbed zone mineralogy influence radionuclide W.2.A W.2.1.A, W.2.4.A,
: migration through time? . W.2.D - ¥W.2.13.D
3.2.4 How does the far field mineralogy influence radionuclide W.2.A W.2.1.A, W.2.4.A,
. migration through time? : , , W.2.D W.2.13.D
3.2.5 How does sorption in the disturbed zone (excluding the waste W.2.A W.2.1.A, w.z.4.A,

- package) and far field affect radionuclide migration through
: time?

o 3.2.6 How does solubility/concentration of radionuclides in the W.
W

1.A W.1.12.A, W.2.4.A,
i disturbed zone (excluding the waste package) and the far field .2.A W.2.5.A '
! affect radionuclide migration through time?
’f 3.2.7 How do colloids/particulates affect radionuclide migration/ W.2.A W.2.4.A, W.2.6.A

;) ~ retardation in the disturbed zone (excluding the waste package)
i . and the far field through time?
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Table C-3 Correlatlon of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and WOrk E]ements
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC . ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
3.3  How is the migration behavior (including solubility and retarda- None None
tion) of radionuclides being validated/verified?
3.4 How are the geochemical data thai have been and will be gathered None None
: be shown to be appropriate for use in anticipated performance ' !
assessment methods? »
3.5 What is the mineralogy/petrology/chemistry of the backfill prior S.1.D  W.1.5.A, W.1.7.A,
to emplacement? S.1.A W.1.12.A
3.6 What is the minera]ogy/petro1ogy/chem15try of the disturbed zone/ ©S.1.A S.1.5.A, S.1.6.A,
far field host rock prior to waste emplacement? $.1.D $.1.8.A, W.1.5.A,
: W.1.A W.1.7.A, W.1.12.A,
W.2.A W.2.1.A
3.7 What is the miheralogy/petrology/chemistry of secondary minerals S.1.A S.1.5.A, S.1.6.A,
of the disturbed zone/far field host rock prior to waste emplacement? S.1.D S.1.8.A, W.1.5.A,
W.1.A W.1.7.A, W.2.1.A
W.2.A
3.8 What are the geochemical conditions expected under anticipated R.1.D R.1.23}D, S.1.5.A,
and unanticipated repository scenarios at the outer waste package S.1.A $.1.26.C, W.1.2.A,
interface with the host rock/backf111, in the d1sturbed zone and in S.1.C W.1.4.A, W.1.5.A,
the far field, through time? W.1.A W.1.15.A, W.1.16.A,
W.1.C W.1.26.C, W.2.1.A,
| W.2.A W.2.13.D
w.2.¢c
W.2.D
3.8.1 What are the geochemical conditions (e.g., groundwater, S.1.C §.1.26.C,
species, concentrations Eh, ph, and others as appropriate) W.1.A W.1.2.A, W.1.4.A,
anticipated in the backf111 through time? W.1.C W.1.5.A, W.1.15.A,
W.2.A W.1.16.A, W.1.26.C,
' W.2.0 W.2.1.A, W.2.13.D
3.8.2 What are the geochemical conditions (e.g., groundwater S.1.C s.1.25.c,
species, concentrations, Eh, pH and others as appropriate) W.1l.A W.1.4.A, W.1.5.A,
ant1c1pated in the d1sturbed zone environment through time? W.2.A W.1.26.C, W.2.1. A
W.2.D W.2.13.D
1/28/83 - c-18 BWIP DSCA/APP C/JOHNSON
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements '
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE.

ISSUES IDENTIFIED ‘BY NRC i ' ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

! 3.8.3 What are the geochemical conditions (e.g., groundwater, S.1.C o S.l.ZG.C, W.1.4.A
) species, concentration, Eh, pH and others as appropriate) W.1.A W.1.5.A, W.2.13.D
]} anticipated in the far field rock environment through time? W.2.D : ,

;jé o 3.9 What are the geochemical reactions (including thermochemical S$.1.D W.1.1;A, W.1.3.A,
i reactions) expected under anticipated and unanticipated repository W.1.A W.1.5.A, W.1.8.A,
- scenarios from the outer waste package interfaces with the host ¥.1.B W.1.12.A, W.1.16.8,

4 rock/backfill, through the disturbed zone and the far field, through W.2.A W.1.17.8, ¥.1.18.8,

i time? ‘ W.1.19.B, W.2.2.A,
“ : W.2.3.A, W.2.7.A,

; W.2.10.C
'% 3.9.1 What are the geochemical reactions anticipated in the backfill W.1l.A W.1.1.A, W.1.12.A,
- through time? W.1l.B W.16.B, W.2.3.A
g W.2.A

E 3.9.2 What are the geochemical reactions anticipated in the disturbed W.1l.A W.1.1.A, W.2.3.A

zone rock/fracture-filling materials (disturbed zone) environment W.2.A .
through time? ,

é“ 3.9.3 What are the geochemical reactions anticipated in the far W.2.A ' W.2.3.A
: field rock/fracture filling-materials environment through time? -

'% 3.9.4 What are the geochemical reactions anticipated in seals within W.2.A W.2.3.A

; .the disturbed zone and far field environment through time? '

: - : _ | '
< 3.9.5 What are the geochemical reactions anticipated in the ground- W.2.A W.2.3.A
% water within the disturbed zone and far field environment through

time?
: J
) 3.9.6 What are the effects of gamma and alpha radiolysis products W.1.A W.1.3.A, W.1.8.A,
on backfill, disturbed zone and far field host rock relevant to W.2.A W.1.17.B, W.2.3.A,
-assessment of radionuclide retardation? ‘ , | ‘ W.2.7.A
3.9.7 How fast does the Eh (in the disturbed zone) return to "ambient" W.1.A W.1.5.A, W.2.3.A
’ conditions after repository sealing? W.2.C ¥W.2.10.C
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4.0 Design of Facility

4.1 Are the repository design criteria and the functional description None R.1.27,.R.1.28, R.1.3
(prior to decommissioning) shown to be complete and accurate with R.1.35, R.1.44, R.1.4
v respect to the performance objectives? R.1.52, R.1.59, R.1.6
5 - R.1.62, R.1.64, R.1.6
; R.1.72, P.4.1, P.A.2
P.4.3, P.4.4
2% 4.1.1 How do the design criteria and conceptual design address. , None P.4;1, P.4.2, P.4.3,
= releases of radioactive materials to unrestricted areas P.4.4, R.1.35, R.1.49,
.; within the 1imits specified in Part 20? ' (Broad issue B.1) R.1.52, R.1.6
. 0 4.1.2 How do the design ériteria and conceptual design accommodate None R.1.59, R.1.61, R.1.62,
; : the retrievability option? (Broad issue B.2) - R.1.68
 § 4.2 Can stability of the repository be maintained in the presence of R.1.A R.1.1.A, R.1.2.A,
o coupled in-situ, excavation induced and thermal stress during con- R.1.B R.1.3.A, R.1.4.A,
g struction and operation of the repository? R.1.C R.1.5.A, R.1.8.A
= . . R.1.11.B, R.1.12.B,
3 R.1.13.B, R.1.14.C,
! R.1.15.C
; 4,2.1 How is the conceptual design shown by énalysis to accommodate R.1.A R.l.i.A, R.1.2.A,
in-situ stresses, and mechanical and thermal effects due to R.1.B R.1.13.B
construction of the repository and waste emplacement? :
o 4.2.2 What are theiin situ stress conditions and how do stress R.1.A R.1.4.A, R.1.5.A,
conditions vary with time and temperature? R.1.B R.1.8.A, R.1.12.B,
. R.1.C R.1.14.C, R.1.15.C
0 4,2.3 What are the rock mass strength properties and how do they R.1.B R.1.11.B

vary with time and temperature?

0 4.2.4 What are the rock mass deformation characteristics and how
do they vary with time and temperature?

R.1.3.A, R.1.11.8

=
e
o>
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Table C-3. Correlation of NRC Site Issues and not Issues and Work Elements -
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

G b b € bl e 0 e L e

- ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC - ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.
4.3 How can isolation capability of the underground facility be maintained R.1.A R.1.9.A, R.1.10.A,
R in the presence of coupled in situ, excavation induced, and thermal R.1.D R.1.16. D R.1.17. D
¥ stresses? , R.1.22. D, R.1.47,
R.1.57, R.1.70, R.1.71
B! .
}? 0 4.3.1 How does construction modify the groundwater flow character- R.1.D R.1. 160 R.1.17.D,
} istics in and around the underground facility? , R.1.70, R.1. 71
B ' o 4,3.1. 1 What will be the rate of groundwater inflow into the None R.1.71
: repos1tory° _ _ .
: 4:.3.1.2 How will the head distribution vary after construction? None- 'R.1.71
i 4.3.2 How do thermal loads modify the flow characteristics in and R.1.D R.1.22,0, R. 1 70,
; around the underground facility? : , R.1.71
 § 0 4.3.3 What are the physical conditions (e.g., temperature pressure, None R.1.47, R.1.57, R.1.70
B stress etc) anticipated in and around the underground facility
i ‘ through time? .
l% 4.4 Wwhat is the maximum expected radionuclide release rate from the R.1.D R.1.19.0, R 1.20.D0,
b engineered system and is this rate in compllance with NRC technical W.1.A . R.1.55, R.1.56, R. 1 66,
J _ criteria? ' R.1.66, R.1.67
;f o . 4.4.1 What are the physical conditions (é.g., temperaturé, R.1.D R.1.19.D, R.1.20.D,
A . pressure, stress, permeability, etc.) anticipated in . R.1.66, R.1.67
e the backfill through time?
i’.‘
A 4.5 Can repository shafts and exploratory boreholes be constructed and R.1.D R.1.18.D, R.1.20.D,
sealed adequately? R.1.21.D, R.1.23.D,
. - R.1.24.D, R.1.25.D,
| R.1.26.D, R.1.72
o 4.5.1 How is repository performance expected to be affected by None None
construction of the Exploratory Shaft? . ‘ ’
o 4.5.2 How is repository performance expected to be affected by R.1.D - R.1.24.D

rep051tory shafts?
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements '
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC . ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

4

- 4.5.3 How is repository performance expected to be affected by R.1.D R.1.23.D
- exploratory boreholes?

5.0 Geology : | !
i o 5.1 What are the structural discontinuities in the Pasco Basin under S.1.A S$.1.2.A, S.1.3.A,
B present conditions? S.1.8B S.1.5.A, S5.1.8.8B,
; S.1.D $.1.11.8-5.1.14.8B,
! ' $.1.18.8B, S.1.19.B,
@ $.1.55.D, $.1.58.D
‘§ 5.1.1 What is the significance of the aeromagnetic—anoma]iee that S.1.A $.1.2.A, S.1.12.8
b o _ define intact blocks in the Cold Creek Syncline? §.1.8
lﬁ 5.1.1.1 What is the significance of the N-96 and N-84 anomalies? S.1.A S.1.2.A, S.1.12.8B
. . $.1.B
: 5.1.2 What is the probability and nature of undetected faulting S.1.A S.1.3.A, S.1.5.A,
: in the controlled area? S.1.8 S.1.13.B, S.1.18.B,
3 S.1.D $.1.19.8B, S.1.55.D
iﬁ 5.1.2.1 East-west faulting? S.1.A S.1.3.A, S.1.5.A,
o S.1.8 §.1.13.B, S.1.18.B,
L S.1.D $.1.19.B, S$.1.55.D
z . |
s 5.1.2.2 North-west faulting? S.1.A S.1.3.A, S.1.5.A,
: i S.1.B S$.1.13.B, 5.1.18.8B,
B S.1.D $.1.19.B, S$.1.55.D
5.2 What are the stratigraphic dlscontinu1t1es of the Pasco Basin under S.1.A S.1.1.A, S.1.4.A,
present conditions? S.1.5.A, S.1.7.A,
S.1.9.A :
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements
_ ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ' o ISSUE NO. - WORK ELEMENT NO.

0 5.2.1 What is the lateral continuity and variation in thickness of S.1.A S.1.1.A, S.1.4.A
the Umtanum Flow and Middle Sentinel Bluffs Flow?

5.3. What are the probabilities and nature of natural changes that would S.1.A $.1.2.A, $.1.3.A
affect repository performance? S.1.B $.1.15.B-5.1.18.8,
. S.1.D $.1.20.8, 5.1.23.8,
§.1.52.B, S.1.41.D,
S$.1.44.D, S5.1.54.D-
$.1.57.D, S.1.59.0,

A S$.1.60.D
o 5.3.1 What is the probability of earthquake activity in or near i §.1.16.8, 5.1.18.8,
the Pasco Basin affecting repository performance? . $.1.53.D, S.1.57.D
5.3.1.1 What is the seismic hazard and risk to surface and .1. S.1.18.8, 'S5.1.53.D,
subsurface facilities within the controlled zone? .1, $.57.D

o .5.3.2 Wwhat is the nature and probability of renewed volcanism in S.1.23.8, S.1.59.D

or near the Pasco Basin affecting repository performance?

5.3.2.1 Flood basalt?

S.1.23.B, S$.1.59.D

.

v o L L nn
e ol s ol = =l e
D O DD DD O®

5.3.2.2 Air fall tephra? | . §.1.23.8 - -

5.3.2.3 Ash flows? . ' s.1.8 5.1.23.8

"5.3.2.4 Flooding with water (damming Wallula Gap)? S.1.B $.1.23.8

0 5.3.3 What is the probability of glaciation in or near the Pasco S.1.D $.1.41.D, S.1.60.D

Basin affecting repository performance? (see also 1.2.2) -

5.3.3.1 What is the probability that differential loading S.1.D ~ 5.1.41.D, $.1.60.D

: caused by glaciation can result in a change in the :
state of stress? _

5.3.3.2 What is the probability that water loading from ice S.1.D0 S.1.41.D, S.1.60.D
melt flooding will cause a change in the state of '
stress?
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Table C-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements
ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC : ISSUE NO. . WORK ELEMENT NO.
5.3.4 ‘What is the probability and nature of structural deformation S.1.A - S.1.2.A, S.1.3.A,
in the Pasco Basin that would effect repository performance? S.1.B - S8.1.15.B, S.1.17.B,
_ S. 1 D s.1.18.B, S.1.20.8B,
; $.1.52.B, 5.1.54.D-
B $.1.56.D
t .
g 5.3.4.1 What tectonic models are being considered and what are S.1.B §.1.17.8, S.1.52.B
} ~ the bounding conditions (geologic constraints)? .
é 5.3.4.2 What is the state of stress at depth and how does it S.1.B $.1.15.8
g relate to the regional stress field?
f 5.3.4.3 What is the probability and nature of future faulting S.1.8 $.1.18.B, S.1.20.B,
e in the controlled zone? $.1.D S.1.54.D
R ) 5.3.4.3.1 What is the probability of future faulting  §.1.B $.1.18.B, S.1.20.B ‘
4 in the repository shearing the backfill or  S.1.D $.1.54.D ‘
kY waste package?
f 5.4 What are the probabilities and nature of human-induced changes, . S.1.D S.1.41.D, S5.1.44.D,
i excluding repository construction, that wou]d affect repository $.1.50.D0
B performance? (see also 1.3) _
. o 5.4.1 What are the probabilities that groundwater withdrawals : S.1.D _ S.1.50.D
would affect repository performance? (see also 1.3.3) : ‘ .
5.4. 1 1 What is the probability that groundwater w1thdrawa1s None None
for irrigation would trigger micro-earthquake or
earthquake swarms?
0 5.4.2 What are the probabilities and nature of groundwater recharge S.1.D ) S.1.41.D
that would affect repository performance? (see also 1.3.3)
5.4.2.1 What is the probability that fluids injected into the S.1.D ' $.1.50.D

confined aquifer at the 200W area will trigger earthquake
swarms in the controlled zone?
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% Table C~3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements

ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC ISSUE NO, WORK ELEMENT NO.

A 5.4.2.2 What is the probability that water 1ﬁpoundmants behind None . None
) : possible future dam construction (Ben Franklin dam) ’
will cause micro-earthquakes or earthquake swarms?

i  5.4.2.3 What is the probab111€y that flooding due to upstream  S.1.D $.1.44.0
o dam failure wi]l cause micro-earthquakes or earthquake

. swarms?

6.0 Site Screening and Environmental/Institutional

0 6.1 How did DOE select the Pasco Basin from among other candidate areas? None None

o 6.2 How did DOE select the reference repository locat1on (RRL) from None None
among the other sites in the Pasco Basin?

S O S

o 6.3 Are there any obvious environmental concerns that could preclude the None - s.2.1, S.2.5
reference repository location (RRL) from being considered as one of
the candidate sites in DOE's subsequent app11cat1on for an authoriza-
tion to construct a repository?

6.3.1 Will the reference repository location (RRL) at Hanford None $.2.1
adversely affect the Rattlesnake Hills Critical Wildlife
~ Habitat in the Cold Creek Critical Wildlife Habitat? '

6.3.2 Will constructing and operating a repository adversely affect None §.2.1
six species of rare, threatehed or unique birds, which have
been identified on or near the Hanford Reservation?

6.3.3 Could a repository at Hanford, particularly during construc- None 5$.2.5
tion generate dust which would degrade the air quality? ’

6.3.4 Will dust affect three species of'endangered/threatened ' None | s.2.1, $.2.5
plants within the Arid Lands Ecology Reserve?

6.3.5 During construction, water will be needed .for drilling and None S.2.1, S.2.5
dust control. Given the arid environment of the Pasco Basin, '
could a repository compete with irrigated agriculture for
a limited supply of water?
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Table c-3 Correlation of NRC Site Issues and DOE Issues and Work Elements.

. : . - ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENT IDENTIFIED BY DOE
ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY NRC- . - ISSUE NO. WORK ELEMENT NO.

6.3.6 Since HLW must be trahsported across the nation to reach a None : None
repository at Hanford, Washington, what are the resu1tant
environmental impacts, if any?
6.3.7 Is the RRL site one of the best sites that can reasonably be _ None = . None ‘!
found? :
7.0 Other
7.1 How is the accessible environment defined and where is it located?

7.2  How is the disturbed zone defined and where is it located?

7.3 What are the most 1ikely performance scenarios?
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TABLE C-g LIST OF DOE ISSUES
(SCR, pages 17.1-2 and 17.1-3

Key Issues _

S.1.D What is the total amount (activity) of radionuclides potentially
releasable to the accessible environment in a 10,000-year period, .
and is this amount in compliance with appropriate U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Regulations? .

R.1.A Can stability and isolation capability of the repository be
maintained in the presence of coupled in situ, excavation-induced,
and thermal-induced stresses?

R.1.D Can repository shafts, tunnels, and exploratory boreholes be
constructed and sealed without causing preferential pathways for
groundwater or increasing the potential for radionuclide migration
from a nuclear waste repository such that compliance with appropriate
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regulations is not possible?

Issues

S.1.A What are the geologic, minera]og%c, and petrographic characteristics
of the candidate repository horizons and surrounding strata within
the reference repository location?

S.1.B What are the nature and rates of past, present, and projected

’ structural and tectonic processes within the geologic setting and

reference repository location? e

S.1.C Are the pre-waste-emplacement groundwater travel times near the
repository sufficient to assure compliance with U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission proposed technical_criteria?

W.1.A Does the very near-field interaction between the waste package and

its components, the underground facility, and the geologic setting
compromise waste package or engineered system performance? (i.e.,
What is the maximum expected release rate from the engineered
system, and does the geologic setting prevent the waste package
containment objective from being achieved?)

W.1.B Is a unique borehole backfill required?

W.2.A Are the geochemical and hydrologic properties of the geologic
setting (in conjunction with the waste forms) sufficient to meet or
exceed U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission proposed waste isolation
requirements? -

v.2.B What is the relative importance' of waste form leach rates versus

solubility of key radionuclides in the near-field environment for
controlling release?
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W.2.C

W.2.D

W.3.A

R.1.B

R.1.C

1/28/83
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-

Can valid Eh measurements for the candidate repository horizons in
the reference repository location be made either by potentiometric
measurement or indirectly by measurement of dissolved redox
couples? _

To what degree does the geologic setting retard migration of key
radionuclides from the engineered system in meeting U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency draft release criteria?

How can very near-field waste/barrier/rock materials interaction
data, as measured experimentally, be extrapolated over time to
reasonably assure that overall waste package and repository
performance meets regulatory criteria?

Can satisfactory representative measuremetns or estimates of
rock-mass strength be obtained?

Are current methods of in situ stress measurement used at depth
reliable enough to provide satisfactory data for design
requirements?

’
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TABLE (-6 LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

HWork element

S.1, - Geology and Hydrology

Issues

Work ‘element

S.1.A

What are the geologic, mineralogic,
and petrographic characteristics of
the candidate repository horizons
and surrounding strata within the
reference repository location?

S.1.1.A

Determine the thickness and conti-
nuity of the candidate repository
horizons within the reference
repository location,

S.1.2.A (Included in S.1.12.8)

Determine the dip, strike, fold
wavelength, and fold amplitude of
the candidate repository horizons
within the reference repository
location.

S.1.3.A (Included in $.1.12.8)
Determine what deformational
features are likely to fntersect
the candidate repository horizons -
within the reference repository
location,

S.1.4.A |

Determine the primary internal

structure of the candidate reposi- :*
tory horizons within the reference .

repository location.

S.1.5.A (Related to S.1.9.A,
W.2.1.A, H.2.4,A, and
H.2.13.0)

Determine the orientation, distri-
bution, aperture infilling (second-
ary mineralization), and origin of
fractures, discontinuities, and het-
erogenelt‘es within the candidate
repository horizons.

v
+

S.1.6.A (Related to S.1.5.A,
S.1.8.A, W.2.1.A,,
H.2.4.A, and H.2.13.D)

Determine the mineralogic, petro-
graphic, and chemical character-
fstics of the candidate repository
horizons including the composition,
texture, and abundance of both
primary and secondary phases;
apply data as appropriate to pre- -
dict fracture distribution in Work
Element S.1.5.A,

S.1.7.A (Related to $.1.11.8)

‘Determine the stratigraphic charac-

teristics of the flows above and
below the candidate repository
horizons. .

S.1.8.A (Related to S5.1.6.A,
S.1.7.A, H.2.1.A,
W.2.4.A,, and H.2.13.D)

Oetermine the structural, textural,
mineralogic, and petrographic char-
acteristics of the rocks above and
below the candidate repository
horizons.

$.1.9.A (Related to $,1.5.A,
S.LTA, H2.0.A,°
W.2.4.A. and W.2.13.0)

Detérmine the orientation, distri-
butfon, aperature infilling (second-
ary mineralization), and origin of
fractures, discontinuities, and het-
erogenefities within rocks above and
below the candidate repository
horizons.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND VWORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

$.1.10.A (Related to S.1.27.C,

$.1.28.C, 5.1.29.C, .

and §.1.30.C)

Determine the presence and charac.
teristics of other possible anom-
alies that could serve as zones of
greater permeability,

s.1.8

What are the nature and rates of past,
present, and projected structural and
tectonic processes within the geo-
Togic setting and reference reposi-
tory location?

S.1.11.8 {Related to §.1.17.8)

Evaluate the regional structural and
tectonic setting of the Pasco Basin.

S.1.12.B (Related to S.1.11.8 and

Determine the location of folds and -
faults in the Pasco Basin area with
emphasis on the reference reposi-
tory location.

S.1.13.8

Evaluate the type:and amount of dis-
placement, geometry (width and con-

tinuous length), and age of faults .
within the Pasco Basin, .

s.1.14.8

Evaluate the relationship of folding
and faulting in the Yakima fold
belt; evaluate the relationship of
Yakima folds to structures that may
be present_in rocks beneath the
Columbia River basalt within the
Pasco Basin,

Issues

Work dlement

$.1.15.8 (Related to S.1,13.8
R.1.3.A, and R.1.6.A)

Evaluate the geologic (long-term)
and contemporary rate of deformation
and stress field in the Pasco Basin
and reference repository location.

5.1.16.8 (Related to R.1.29 and

.1.

Determine the seismicity of the
Pasco Basin and reference reposi-
tory location.

S.1.17.8 (Related to S.1.11.B
through S.1.16.8, and
$.1.23.8)

Develop a conceptual model that can
be used to evaluate the past,
present, and projected tectonic
setting of the reference repository
location, :

‘4

$.1.18.8 (Included in S.1.12,8,
5.1,13.8, and 5.1.14.8)

Determine the presence of active
faults within the geologic setting;
evaluate thelr rupture length,

$.1.19.8 (Included in S.1.12.B and
$.1.13.8)

Determine if Quaternary faulting is
present within the disturbed zone.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND V/IORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

Issues

Hork elément

$.1.20.8 (Included in S.1.12.8
through S$.1.16.8)

Determine the presence of faults of
any age within the disturbed zone;
determine the potential for movement
along existing faults and fractures
within the disturbed zone; determine
the potential for generation of new
faults and fractures within the dis-
turbed zone,

$.1.21.8 (Included in s.1. 11, 8
S.1.12.8, and S.1.15. B)

Evaluate the nature of structural
deformation such as uplift, sub-
sidence, folding, and fracturing
during the Quaternary Period.

$.1.22.B (Included in S.1.16.8)

Determine {f earthquakes are corre-
1atable with tectonic processes and/
or featurcs within the reference
repository location; if corre-
latable, predict the frequency and
magnitude of future events.

$.1.23.8 (Related to S.1.17.B)

Determine the nature of igneous
activity within the Pasco Basin.

S.1.C

Are the pre-waste-emplacement ground-
water travel times near the reposi-
tory sufficient to assure compliance
with U.5. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission proposed technical
criteria?

Determine the hydraulic properties
of the groundwater flow systems.

$.1.25.C (Related to 5.1.27.C,
s.1.28.c, S.1.29.C,
S.1. O.C s.1.33.¢C,
$.1.36.C, S.1.39.C,
S.l.dO.D. S.1.41.0,
S.1.45.D0, and S.1.51.D)

Determine the hydraulic heads of the
groundwater flow systems,

Determine the hydrochemistry of the
basalt groundwater system,
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Issues

Work element

Tssues

Work ellement
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$.1.27.C (Related to S.1.7.A,
S.1.9.A, S.1.12.8,
S.1.28.C, S.1.25.C,
$.1.26.C, S.1.30.C,
and S.1.33.C)

Determine the geometry of and inter-
action between the confined flow
systems,

$.1.28.C (Related t
S.1.7.A,

17 X-
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Determine the extent of vertical

groundwater movement between the

confined, unconfined, and surface
water systems,

1.0) -

Determine the hydrologic character-
fstics and influences of structure
and stratigraphic discontinuities
that may shorten groundwater flow
paths and solute transport times.

$.1.30.C (Related to S.1.7.A,

" S.1.9.4, S.1,11.8,
S.1.12.8, S.1.17.8,
5.1.24.C through
$.1.29.C, and 5.1.31.C)

Develop a conceptual hydrologic
model that can be used to evaluate
the hydrogeologic setting of the
repository and as input to the
performance assessment models.

5.1.31.C (Related to S.1.30.C,
5.1.33.C, s.1.34.C,
5.1.38.0, and 5.1.39.D)

Develop and/or modify numerical
codes that adequately simulate
groundwater flow, natural hydro-
chemical species transport, and
travel times unde’ pre-waste-
emplacement conditions.

S.1.32.¢C (lncludeg in S.1.41.D)

Evaluate the ranges of relevant
hydrogeologic conditions since the
start of the Quaternary Period.

S.1.33.C (Related to S.1.30.C,
S.L31.C, S.1.34.C,
$.1.37.0, S.1.39.D,
and $.1.41.0)

Using selected models, predict
groundwater travel time from the
repository location to the acces-
sible enviromment under pre-waste-
emplacement conditions.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AHD WORK ELCMENTS

r ~ 1ssues Hork element Issues Work element
$.1.34.C (Related to 5.1.24.C $.1.37.D (Related to $.1.30.C,
g.l.gs.c. $.1.26.C, : s.1.31.¢, S.1.33.C,
$.1.30.C. S.1.31.C. , $.1.34.C. and S.1.39.D)

and $.1.33.C
) Develop and/or modify numerical

codes that can reliably predict the
changes in the processes determining
the rate and extent of radionuclide
transport under post-waste-
emplacement conditions.

Determine the bounds of uncertainty ' ’
in model predictions of pre-waste-
emplacement groundwater travel
time,

2.

R.1

W.1.10.A,
W.2.2.A,
and H.2.9.B)

S:F:?
N A s pot s
.

$.1.35.C (Included in $.1.30.C :
(Included in $.1.30.C) Determine the radionuclide trans-

port, thermal, and mechanical prop-

Determine the groundwater content o
erties of the geohydrologic system.

the host rock. :

through §.1.30.C,
$.1.37.0; S$.1.38.0,
$.1.40.0,:R.1.13.0,

$.1.35.C (Included in S.1.30.¢) 5.1.39.0 (Related to S.1.24.C

Determine the nature of groundwater
circulation in the host rock.

' : . ' : R.1.20.0, H.2.4.A,
Issve S.1.D : | ! H.2.8.A, ¥.2.11.0,
) : and M.2.13.0)
Hhat is the total amount (activity) of :
radionuc1ides potentially releasable ’ : : -~ Using selected models, predict
to the accessible environment in a . ' radionuclide mass fluxes to the
. 10,000-year perfod, and s this amount accessible environment,
ot in compliance with appropriate
T : U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency , $.1.40.D (Related to $.1.39.D)
S regulations? . ' )

Determine the bounds of uncertainty
in the model predictions of radio-
nuclide fluxes to the accessible
enviroment,




TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

{ssues

Hork element

$.1.41.0 (Related to S.1.A through
S.1.10.A, 5.1.11.8 through
5.1.17.8, 5.1.23.8,
S.1.24.C through 5.1.26.C,
and S$.1.30.C)

Identify credible disruptive events
and potentially unfavorable process
scenarios and estimate the associ-
ated properties and conditions of
the host basalt near the repository
site; develop bounding estimates for
probabilities of occurrence for each
event, as needed,

$.1.42.0 (Related 'to S.1.6.A,
$.1.9.A, 5.1.26.0,
$.1.39.0, $.1.40.0,
$.1.41.D. and ¥.2.13.0)

Determine whether the range of geo-
chemical conditions since the start
of the Quaternary Period indicatés
instability from a waste isolation _
standpoint.

$.1.43.D0 (Related to S5.1.30.C,
©5.1.33.C, 5.1.29.0,
5.1.40.0, S.1.41.0,
H.2. AR W.2.8.A,
H.2.11.0, and ¥.2.13.0)

Determine whether the' range of
hydrogeologic conditions since the
start of the Quaternary Period indi-
cates instability from a waste
isolation standpoint,

$.1.44.0 (Related to S$.1.45.D,
$.1.48.D and $.1.49.0)

Determine the potentia) for, and
effect of, failure of existing or
planned man-made surface water
impoundments,

.

!

S.1.45.D0 (Related to 5.1.16.8,
S.1.41.0, S.1.46.0,
and S.1,49.0)

Determine the effect of potential
impoundments on the groundwater flow
system,

S.1.46.0 (Related to S.1.41.0,
S.2.1, and S5.2.4)

Determine the potential for human
activity to cause significant
changes in Lhe surface and ground-
water hydrology.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND VIORK ELEMENTS

Issues

. Hork element

Issues

Hork elément -

$.1.47.0 (Related to R.1.34)

Determine the potential for and the
effect of occupancy and modification
of the Columbia River flood plain,

$.1.48.0 (Included n S.1.45.0)

Determine the potential for and
magnitude of impoundment that could
affect a chan?e in the regional
groundwater flow,

$.1.49.0 (Related to S.1.41.D,
$.1.44.0, 5.1.45.0,
$.1.60.D, and $.2.5)

Evaluate the effect of possible
climatic changes.

. '
$.1.50.D (Related to S.1.41.0,
R.1.18.D, and R.1.20.0)

Determine the potentfal effect of
boreholes on repository performance,

$.1.51.D0 (Included in S.1.41.D)

Determine the effect on waste isola-
tion of potential changes in such
hydrologic conditions as hydraulic
gradient, average interstitial

velocity, storage coefficient,
hydraulic conductivity, natural
recharge, potentiometric levels, and
discharge points. °

$.1.52.D (Related to S.1.17.8,
5.1.39.0, S.1.40.D,
S.1.41.0, ? 1.3.A,

R.1.29, R.1.30, H.1.2.A)

Determine whether the range in
tectonic and structural conditions
since the start of the Quaternary
Period indicates instability from
a waste isolation standpoint.

.

$.1.53.0 (Included in S.1.16.8,
*$.1.17.8, and S.1.52.0)

Determine the historical seismicity
of the geologic setting and if
there are any historical earth-
quakes that could adversely affect
the repository.

$.1.54.0 (Intluded in S.1.11.B
through $.1.17.8,
and S.1.52.0)

Determine the effect of an active
fault within the geologic setting
on repository performance.
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repository performance.

$.1,56.0 (lncluded in S.1.4.A,
S.A, S.1.8.A through
S 1.10. A S.1.11.8 through
$.1.17.8, and $.1.52.D)

Determine the effect of faults and

fractures on repository performance.

$.1.57.0 (lncluded in S.1.16.8,
S.1.172.8, andSlSZD)

Determine the effect of seismicity
on repository performance.

5.1.58.0 (lncluded in S.1.4.A
.1.5.A, 5.1.8.A ¢ ough
S.1.10, A s.1.11.8
through S.1.17.8,
S.1.52.0, and S$.1.60.0)

Oetermine the effect of structural
deformation such as uplift, subsi-
dence, folding, and fracturing on
repository performance. -
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS
Issues Work element Issuves Work elément
- $.1.69.0 (Related to S.1.17.8,
' $.1,23.8, S.1.41.0,
: and 1.1,34)
$.1.55.0. (Included in S.1.11.8
through $.1.17.8, and Determine the potenttal for breach
S.1.52.D) of a repository by future fissure
eruptions of Columbia River basalt:
Determine the effect of an active . - determine the effect of other types
fault within the disturbed zone on -~ of igneous -activity within and in

the vicinity of the Pasco Basin.

5.1.60.0 (Related to S.1.15.B,
$.1.17.8, 5.1.45.0,
$.1.49.0, and 5.1.51.D)

Determine whether the range of geo-
morphic conditions since the start
of the Quaternary Period indicates
{nstability from a waste {solation
standpoint.

5.1.61.D {Included fn 5(1.60.0)

Determine the likelihood of reposi-
tory exhumation due to extreme
erosion over the next 10,000 years.

5.2 - Environment

and Socioeconomics

None.

S.2.1 (Related to S.1.46.0, $.2.3,
and S.2.4)

Establish baseline ecologic,
radfologic, socliopolitical, and
economic conditions against which
impacts can be assessed and mitiga-
tion measures propased.
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Issues

Hork element

Hone,

$.2.2 (Related to 5.2.3)

Determine if subsurface mining s
present within the disturbed zone.

5.2.3 (Related to S.2.1, §.2.2,
and R.1.34)

Determine the gross value, net
value, and commercial potential of
resources within the disturbed zone
and within similar-size areas that
are representative of and. located
within the geologic setting.

None,

T

$.2.4

Identify the distribution of land
ownership, use, and control of the

. repository area.

Hone,

5.2.5 (Related to 5.1.49.0)

Determine the meteorologfc, climato-
logic, and afr-quality conditions

to be used as design and operating
bases and assess future climatic
changes that may affect repository
performance,

TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSU'ES AND WORK ELEMENTS




o

Can stability and isolation capabil-
ity of the repository be maintained
in.the presence of coupled in situ,
excavation-induced, and thermal-
induced stresses?

Determine the mathodoloqy for desiqn
and analysis of subsurface openings
and their support svstems, :

R.1.2.A ' ' ‘

tvaluate the effect of underqround
construction sequence nn the stabil-
ity of openings. ’

R.L3A

Determine the magnitude and the
rate of deformation of tunnels and
canister boreholes resulting from
in situ, excavation-induced, and
thermal-induced stresses, and how
deformation Is affected hy backfill,

R.1.4.A

|
Determine the magnitude and dis-
tribution of excavation-induced
stresses for single and mlitiple
ooenings.

R.1.5.A :}H

Determine the magnitude and distri-
bution of thermal stresses in the
rock mass for the proonsed waste
package storage confiquration.

TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELCMENTS
I Issves Hork  element Issues HWork element
“R.1 - Design R.1.6.A (Related tn R.1.7.A and
) R.1.28)
R.L.A R.1.1.A

Netermine from case history evalua-
tions the comhinations of stress
flelds, rock properties, qealogic
structural features, and mine qeo-~
metr ies that are tynfcal of rock
burst-nrone aresas, and assess the
prohability of rock bursts at or
near the repository site.

R.1.7.A (Related tn R.1.6.A and .
R.1.48)

Document occurrences of dynamic
instahility of test excavations at
deoth at the repositorv site.

R.1.8.A (Related tn R.1.14.C and
R.1.15.0) )

Determine the spatial) variation of
fn situ stresses in the reqion of
the reoositary.

R.1.9.A

Determine the ontential for sub-
-stdence caused by mine openings,
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TABLE

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

1ssves

Work element

Issues

Hork elemvi\t

R.1.8

Can satisfactory representative
measurements or estimates of rock-
mass strenqth be obtained?

R.1.C

Are current methods of in situ stress
measurement used at depth reliable
enough to provide satisfactory data
for desiqn requirements?

R.1.10.A

Define the acceptable range of test
results for intact rock and rock-
mass characteristics to supoort
desiqn activities,

R.1.11.8 (ldentical to R.2,3)

Measure rack strenqth and deforma-
tion characteristics on a lahora-
tory and rock-mass scale as 3
function of stress, time, temoera-
ture, and moisture.

R.1.12.8 (ldentical to R.2.4)

Measure rock thermal nroverties on

a laboratory and rock-mass scale as:
a function of stress, time, temner-
ature, and moisture,

R.1.13.8

Develon and validate mechanical,
thermal, and thermomechantcal
models for performance of in sity
tests and for design and perfor-
mance of the repository,

R.1.14.C (Related to R.1.8.A and
© o RJLIS.CY -

Develoo stress measurement methnds
that will yield valid data in
closely fointed hasalt.

R.1.15.C (Related tn R.1.B.A and
rR.1.74.C)

Establish methods of validating
measyred in gitu strass data.

R.1.D

Can vepository shafts, tumnels

and exploratory borehnles be con-
structed and sealed without causing
preferential pathways for ground-
water or increasln? the potential
for radionuclide migration from a
nuclear waste repository such that
compliance wth appropriate U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
regulations 1s not possible?

R.1.16.D0 )

Evaluate and select methods of

excavation and rock subnort that
can ecomomically and safelv be con-

structed and at the same time main-

tain isolation canability of the
enqgineered system,

R.1.17.0

Develop or adapt instrumentation and
test methods to measure the nature
and extent of rock-mass disturbance
caused hy camdidate excavation
methods and stress redistribution
around tunnels and boreholes.
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TABLE - LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMCNTS

1ssues

Hork element

Issues

Hork elemént

®.1.18.D

Identify performance requirements
for sealing bhorecholes, tumnels,
shafts, and ronms containing

nuc lear waste,

R.1.19.0

Select materials and develop test-
ing techniques vequired to meet
repository room and tunnel sealing
critertia,

R.1.20.0

Detnrmine the effect of tempera-
ture, rock-mass deformation,
groundwater flow, and qroundwater
chemistry on materials used for
seals,

|

R.1.21.0
Oevelon qrouts and qrouting tech-

niques that ensure acceotable
sealing of the disturbed rock zone.

R.1.22.0

Determine the affects of tempera-
ture, rock-mass deformation, and
time on the permeability of the
sealed rock zone.

R.1.23.0

Select matarials and develnn test-
ing techniques required to meet
borehole sealing criteria,

R.1.24.0

Develop construction and test
techniques required to meet
repository tunnel and shaft - .
sealing criteria.

R.1.25.D Yy
Prepare final specifications for

sealing boreholes, tunnels, shafts,
and rooms containing nuclear waste,

R.1.26.0

Oevelop methods and equipment for
backfilling and sealing the reposi-
tory, and demonstrate their
effectiveness,
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LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

TABLE
Tssues Work element Issues Work elemerit
None, R.1.27
R.1.31
Determine which facilities or
systems within the facility will '
be designated and classified as Develop shielding requirements,
high-level waste facilities. operating, and access control
nrocedurns to limit the dose to
repository personnel.
R.1.32
Develop the orocedures and require-
ments for controlling access to the
repository site,
R.1.33
Hone. R.1.28 Determine the teclm‘lques to be used

/s

Assess the effects of adverse condi.
tions on the desiqgn and performance
of the repository.

R.1.29 (Related to R.1.20)
-
Assess the effects of seismic

events on .underground openings dur-
ing construction and onerations.

R.1.30 (Related to R,1.29)

Asse;s the affects of seismic
events on repository tunnel and .
shaft seals,

Hone. -

Hone,

for Vimiting, monitoring, and con-
trolling the airbarne radioactivity
in the renository.

R.1.34 \

Develop a desiqn that will orotect
operations personnel against the
effects of natural phenomena and
envirormental conditions.

R.1.35

Determine the imact of the dvnamic
effects of equipment fajlure on
safety-roetated systems and
comonents, .
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS
1ssves Hork elemant tssues Hork element
None. R.1.36 None. R.1.81
Define the structures or equipment Define what requirements are neces-
necessary so that disruptive natu- sary to permit evacuation of ner-
ral or man-induced events such as sonnel under emerqency conditions,
intruston of gas, water, or explo- .
sfon will not spread throuqh the,
repository.
R.1.42
Determine what facilities, equip-
Hone. R.1.37 mant, and s:rvt'css .:re're:mired to
ensure a safe and timely response
Determine the extent and severity
of potential fires and explosions to any eme qenc-v conditions.
in the repository and their effect -
on the stability of the rock support None, R.1.43
systems and other safety-related .
systems, Dotermine which systems require
redundant power supply, uninter-
rupted service, or standhy service
. in the event of lnss of primary
power. .
R.1.38 ‘ None. R.1.44 o
Define which combustible materfials Determine which structures, systems,
can be used in the design of com- and components are important to
gments and equipdent that have safety; develoo and implement
een designated as safety-related appropriate inspection, testing, and
systems, maintenance orogqrams.
Rolo]g "om. R.l.‘5
Develop fire and exolosion alarm Assess the potential for criti-
O T ihtn = cality for the proposed waste
packages and storage orfientatinng
the repository operations area under fully flooded st
. that are required for safe opera- oot Y 'd storage
tion of the repository. ¢ ms.
fone, R.1.46

R.1,40

Determine the reliability and pro-
tection required to ensure that
safety-related systems operate
adequately under adverse or emer-

gency conditions.

Determine what instrumentating and
control systems are required to
monitor and control safety-related
systems.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND VORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

R.1.47 (Related to R.2.5)

Develon, as required, instrumenta-
tion to measure stresses, deforma-
tion, temperature, and pore pres-
sures reliahly until backfill is
emplaced,

R.1.48 (Related to R.1.6.A and
R.1.7.A)

Develop or adapt instrumentation and
monitoring technigques to predict
rock bursts.

1ssues

Hork elehent

5 ddm e Do L E et

L

None.

Hone,

None.

R.1.49

Determine the requirements neces-
sary to assure that safety-related
systems provide adequate orotection
to construction and operations
personnel,

R.1.50

Determine the requirements and
procedures necessary, for the safe
receipt and surface storage of
radioactive wastes.

R.1.51

Determine the ventilation require-
ments for the surface facilities
that will contain radicactive
materials,

MNone.

None,

R.1.52-{Related to R,1.33)

Determine what equipment and con-
trols are necessary tn measure the
amount and concentrations of radio-
nuclides in any effluents from sur-
face facilities with sufficient
precision to determine that they
conform to statutorv release
requirements,

R.1.53

Determine the facilities that are
required for the treatment, process-
ing, or packaging of radioactive
waste generated at the repasitory
operations area to oermit safe dis-
posal or transnortatim of these
wastes.

R.1.54

Determine the requirements for
design of the surface waste dis.
nosal facilities tn facilitate
decommissioning.

None,

e ALl

R.1.55 (Related to W.1.12.A)

Determine that the interaction
between the waste vackaqe, the
underground facilities, and the -
geologic setting does not comoromise
the performance of the undwqrmmd
factlities.
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

lssues

Hork element

3 s od AL

R.1.56 (Related to R.1.18.0,
. R.1.19.0, and R.1.65).

Determine how to control groundwater
influx and transit in the repository

- to maintain radionuclide release

from engineered systems within the
U.S. Huclear Regqulatory Comission
apprapriate release standards.

R.1.57

Provide an aporopriate orientation,
geometry, waste placement, and lay-
out of the repository to ensure
structural stability and contain-
ment of radionuclides,

Issues

Hork element

Mone,

R.1.59 ,

Define the requircments necessary
to allow for the emnlacement or
retrieval of waste nackages during
continuous excavation and construc-
tion of the repnsitory.

R.1.A0 (Included in R,1.36)

Determine what safety requirements
are necessary to itsolate waste
package storaqe rooms from other
areas in the event that accidents
occur,

None,

R.1.58

Design the underaround facility with
sufficient flexibility to allow for
ad justments during construction that
will accommodate site-specific con-
ditions identified by in situ test-
ing or monitoring.

None,

Hone.

L
- L]

R.1.61 , !

Develon rock suoport systems that'
are compatihle with decomissioning
requirements and that will function
satisfactorily in the repository
raviromment for the perind of cone
struction, aperation, and retrinval
(including effects of cooling prior
to backfilling or retrievall.

R.1.62 .

Oefine the requirements, mquinment,
and procedures necessary to relripw-
the radinactive waste after emplace-
ment in the repository if relrloval
is ultimately required.
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LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS
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Issues

Hork element

Issves

Hork element

Mone.

Rone,

None.

R.1.63 (Related to R.1.56)

Assess the requirements to monitor
and provide effective control of
groundwater (ntrusion, service
water intrusion, or qas inflow into
the repository during construction,

R.1.64

Define subsurface ventilation
requirements for the control of
radioactive particulates and gases
within and releases from the sub-
surface facility.

R.1.65

Define ventilating system require-
ments during normal operations,
including controls to ensure con-

“tinued operation under emerqency

conditions.

R.1.66

Determine functional requirements
for selecting locatidns of reposi-
tory seals and backfills as engi-
neered barriers to effectively
retard groundwater movement and
radionuclide migration,

R.1.67

Determine radinnuctide sorption
requirements for backfill materials
to be used for repository rooms and
tunnels.

None.

None.

None.

R.1.68

Define the appropriate require-
ments, equipment, and procedures
necessary to handle, emplace, and
retrieve the radioactive waste
under operating conditions.

R.1.69 (Related to R.1.50)

Design hoist and hoist lnading sys-
tems with sufficient capacity,
redundancy, and monitoring systems
to ensure that radioactive mate-
rials will be handled in a safe and
reliable manner.

R.1.70 , .

Determine the coupled effects of
stress and elevated temperatures on
the permeability of t.he rock mass,

R.1.71

Estimate the extent of drying and
resaturation of the hnst rock and
backfil) as functions of time and
distance from the emplaced waste
package, and determine the effects
of such on the host rock.

rR.1.72 .

Prepare procedures that will ensure
the development of a complete docu-
mented history of repository
construction as specified in
60.134(c).
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND VORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

None.

R1.73

Prepare specifications for the con-
trol of exnlostves to include the
provistons of 30 CFR 57.4,

None,

R.1.74

Define and implement appropriate
training, testing, certification,
and qualification proqrams for
operating and sunervisory personnel.

None.,

R.1.75

Define and imnlement methods and
designs that will minimize resource
utilization to the extent compatible
with safety and performance
requirements.

DT IRNRENE  Ss
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Issves

Hork ~lement

R.2 - Performance Confirmation

None,

R.2.1

Determine which characteristics of
the natural and engineered systems
need to be measured or monitored for
performance confirmation, and estab-
lish any required baseline values
for those characteristics orior to
repository construction..

None.

R.2.2

Oevelop a plan for comparing con-
firmation data and conditions dur-
ing construction and operation with
design data and conditions to
determine {f significant differ-
erences exist that will require
modification to the design or con-
struction method,

R.2.3 {ldentical to R,1.11.8)

" Measure rock strength and deforma-

tion characteristics on a lahoratory
and rock-mass scale as a function of
stress, time, temperature, and
moisture,

R.2.4 (Identical to R.1.12.8)

Measure rock thermal properties on
a laboratory and rock-mass scale as
a function of stress, time, tempera-
ture, and moisture.

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND VIORK ELEMENTSl

Issues

—

Hork element

Hone.

MNorne,

None,

None.

R.2.5 (Related to R.1.47)

Deploy instrumentation, as required,
to reliably measure stresses, defor-
mation, temperature, and pore pres-
sures until backfill is emplaced.

R.2.6

Conduct field tests, as required,
of borehole plugging to demonstrate
that materials and emplacement
methods meet requirements.

R.2.7 . )

Conduct field tests, as required,
of repository room; tunnel, and
shaft backfiV] placement to demon-
strate that materials. and emplace-
ment methods meet requirements.

rR.2.8

Conduct Field tests, ‘as required,
of repository tunnel and shaft seals
to demonstrate that materials
emplacement methods meet functional
requirements,

R.2.9

Develop, as required, instrumenta-
tion, techniques, and procedures
for wonitoring the inteqrity of the
waste package in situ.

R.2.10

Develop a laboratary testing and
monitoring program, as required,

to evaluate the interna) and exter-
nal condition of representative
waste packages subjected to a
simulated repository environment,
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TABLE LIST OF DOE DWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element

Issues

Work element!

H.1.10.A (ldentical to W.2.6.A)

Determine the formation and stabi-
ity of radionuclide cowplexes
and/or colloids over expected
repository near-field and far-field
conditions.

HW.1.11,A (Included in W.1.2.A and

1.6,

Determine the chemical properties
and inflow rate of groundwater and
their effect on canister corrosion
during the 1,000-year contaimment
period.

WH.1.12.A {Identical to H.2.3.A
“and ¥.1.19.8, includes
discussion of W.1.9.A)

Determine the extent to which the
interaction between the canister
materials, waste form, backfill,
and host rock in a saturated
enviromment results in retardation
of radionuclides.

H.1.8

Is a unique borehole backfill

required?

W.1.13.8 '

Assess the impact of waste storage
in 3 borehole with no backfill on

~ waste contaimment and isolation,

IF A UNIQUE BORENOLE BACKFILL IS
REQUIRED, THE FOLLOWING FACTORS
ARE NEEDED. SOME OF THESE FACTORS
MAY NEED COMPLETION TO DECIDE
ISSE uW.1.8,

W.1.14.8 -

Determine the need for special
tailoring agents in backfill to
moderate the corrosivity (Eh and
pit) of the groundwater contacting
the canister.

H.1.15.8 (See also W.1.16.8)

Define the characteridtics of the
backf {1l materials required to
retard the flow of groundwater to
the canister. Ildentify potential
backf i1l materials wltg these
characteristics.

H.1.16.8

Define the characteristics of the
backfi11 material required to
reduce the rate of radionuclide
release from the waste package.
Identify backfill materials with
these characteristics.

H.1.17.8 (Identical to W.1.8.A,
included in W.1.3.A)

Determine the effect of radiation
damage on the performance of the
waste form, backfill, a,nd host rock.

¥.1.18.8 (ldentical to W.1.1.A)

Determine the maximm operating
temperature limits for waste form,
backfill, canister, and host rock.

#.1.19.8 (ldentical to H.1,12.A and
H.2.3.A)

Determine the extent to which the
interaction between the canister
material, waste form, backfill, and
host rock in a saturated environment
results in retardation of radio-
nuclides.

H.1.20.8 (Included in ¥.2.13.D)

Determine if a waste package back-
fi1l is required to provide accep-
table contaimment in the event of

premature canister failure,
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TABLE

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEHLNTS

Issuves

Hork element

Tssues

Work elemcn:’

H.1 - Haste Package .

H.1.A

Does the very near-field interaction
between the waste package and its com-
ponents, the underground facility,
and the geologic setting compromise
waste package or engineered system
performance? (i.e,, What is the
maximun expected release rate from
the engineered system, and does the
geologic setting prevent the waste
package containment objective from
being achieved?)

H.1.1.A (1dentical to W.1.18.8)

Determine the maxfmum operating
temperature limits for waste form,
backfill, canister, and host rock.

W.1.2.A (Related to H.1.7.A,
includes discussion of
H.1.11.A)

Determine conditfons that affect
design of waste packages, including
thermal loading, mechanical loading,
and chemical enviromment, during
handling, shipment, emplacement,
retrieval, and after repository
decomuissioning.

W.1.3.A (1dentical to H.2.7.A,
includes discussion of
H.1.8.4)

Determine the effect of the waste
package radiation environment on
near-field geochemistry, waste
package, and barrier haterial
performance.

HW.1.4.A (ldentical to W.2.5.A,
¥.2.9.8, see W.1.12.A)
Determine the projected solubili-
ties, kinetic behavior, and distri-
bution of aqueous species for- key
radionuclides which might be

,released from the waste package,

-

_—

H.1.5.A (ldentical to ¥.2.2.A)

Determine the extent of Eh-pH and
groundwater compositional control
by the host basalt after reposi-
tory closure.

H.1.6.A (Includes discussion of
H.1.1LLA, see also W.2.2.A)

Determine the susceptibility of can-
didate canister materials to degra-
dation (i.e., corrosion, hydriding,
fatigue, etc.) in the repository
near-field environment,

H.1.7.A (Related to W.1.2.A)

Determine design properties, includ-
ing thermal, physical, mechanical,
and chemical, for waste package
component matertals and host rock,

W.1.8.A (Included in ¥.1.3.A)

Determine the effect of radiation on
the performance of the waste form,
backfill, and near-field host rock,

H.1.9.A (Included in W.1.12.A)

Determine the release rate (per-
formance) of candidate wiste forms
in the repository near-field
environment,
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-TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Horlr element

None.

w.1.21

Develop waste package acceptance
specifications for waste solidi-
fication that meet U.S. Muclear
Regulatory Commission proposed
requirements.,

Issues.

Work elemeht

None.

H.1.26

Develop waste package acceptance
specifications for free liquids
that meet U.5. Muclear Requlatory

- Commission proposed. requirements,

None.

W.1.22

DOevelop waste package acceptance
specifications for consolidation
that meet U.S. Nuclear Rcgulatory
Commission proposed requirements.

None.,

None,

W.1.23

Develop waste packaqge acceptance

specifications for cosbustibles
that meet U.5. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission proposed requirements.
H.1.28 |
Determine the impact of the
reprocessing technique (including
waste fractinnization) on waste
package design.

H.1.25

Develop waste package acceptance
specifications for explosive,
pyrophoric, and chemically reac-
tive materials thal meet U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Comission
proposed requirements.

fone,

Hone.

W.1.27

Determine the waste package
handling, shipping (including drop
tests), emplacement, and retrieu—
hility requirements,

W.1.28
Develop waste package acceptance
specifications for identification

that meet U.S Nuclear Regulatory
Comission proposed re‘quirments.
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TABLE

I Issues

Hork element

H.2 - Site Geochemistry

W.20A

Are the geochemical and hydrologic
properties of the geologic setting
(in conjunction with the waste

forms) sufficient to meet or exceed
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
proposed waste {solation requirements?

H.2.1.A (Related to W.2.4.A)

Determine the effect on radionuclide
mobility of changes in the primary
and secondary mineralogical condi-
tions in the near field and far
field of the repository, along the
expected pathway to the biosphere,

H.2.2.A (ldentical to ¥,1.5.A)

Determine the extent of Eh-pH and
groundwater compositional control by
the host basalt after repository
closure. :

W.2.3.A (Identical to W.1.12.A and

-1.19,

Determine the effects of waste/
barrier/rock/water interactions on
the performance of the underground
facility or gealogic setting.

H.2.4.A .

Demonstrate that geochemical condi-
tions tn the near and far field are
such that transport of radionuclides
is retarded for sufficient time to
satisfy waste isolation require-
ments.

H.2.5.A (ldentical to W.1.4.A and

.2.9.8

Determine the projected solubilities
and distribution of aqueous species
for key radionuctides wich might be
released from the waste package.

H.2.6.A (Identical to H.1.10.A)

Determine the formation and stabi-
11ty of radionuclide complexes and/
or colloids over expected reposi-

tory near- and far-field conditions,

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issves

Work e!me&t

H.2.7.A (ldentical to ¥.1.3.A)

Determine the effect of the waste
package radiation erviroment on
near-field geochemistry, waste
package, and barrier-material per-
formance.

H.2.8.A

Determine acceptable release rates
of key radionuclides from the engi-
neered system as a function of con-
taimment time, groundwater travel
time to the accessible environ-
ment, and water flow through the
repository.

Ww.2.8

What is the relative {mportance of
waste form leach rates versus solu-
bility of key radionuclides in the
near-field environment for controlling
release?

K.2.9.8 (identical to H.).A.A and
H.2.5.A) *

Determine the projected solubitities
and distribution of aqueous species
for key radionuclideg which might be
released from the waste packaqge.

W.2.C '

Can valid Eh measurements for the
candidate repository horizons in
the reference repository location
be made either by potentiometric

- measurement or indirectly by

measurement of dissolved redox
couples?

¥.2.10.C

Determine the method end technique
that can be utilized to provide

valid in situ Eh measurements for
the reference repository location.

H.2.11 (Discussed in H.2.13.D)

Determine how the geochemical and

physical properties of the geologic
setting mitigate the impact of pre-
mature failure of the waste package.
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TABLE

tssues

Hork element

H.2.0

To what degree does the geologic
setting retard migration of key
radionuclides from the engineered
system in meeting U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency draft release
ceiteria?

H.2.12.0 (Related to W.2.11)

Determine on a radionuclide-specific
basis whether U.S. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission proposed repository
release rates or U.S. Enviromental
Protection Agency draft release
limits are the Vimiting repository
requirements. o

H#.2.13.0 (Includes discussion of
H.1.20.8 and ¥.2.11)

Determine to what degree the
characteristics of the geologic
setting complement the engineered
system,

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

* Issues ]

Hork elemm‘t

W.3 - Testing and Performance Confirmation

H.3.A

How can very near-field waste/barrier/
rock materials interaction data, as
weasured experimentally, be extrapo-
lated over time to reasonably assure
that overall waste package and repos-
itory .performance meets requlatory
criteria?

4.3.1.A .

Def ine appropriate statistical
techniques so that laboratory and
field materials interaction data
can be extrapolated over time to
provide a reasonable assurance of
the long-term performance of the
engincered system.

H.3.2.A

Determine the thermodynamic and
kinetic arguments that can be used
to extrapolate short-term (less

than 2 {ﬂrs per experiment)
materfals test (hydrothermal) ‘data.

H.3.3.A

Develop and/or use mumerical
modeling techniqués to predict
the envirommental conditions,
package degradation, and radio-
nuclide behavior of emplaced
wastes in or near the engineered
system,

H.3.4.A

Determine what natural analogues of
waste package components can be used
to verify the compatibility of the
waste package with the repository
cnyironment .,

W.3.5

Develop an acceptance test procedure
for waste packages. )



TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

f Tssues Hork element
None, ' _ ¥.3.6

Determine .and conduct Field, engi-
neering, and In situ testing as may
be appropriate to meet design needs
and U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
smt‘ proposed performance require-
ments, :

W.3.7 ' i

Determine suitability of using
nonradioactive chemical analogues
for actual waste forms in the
hydrothermal testing program,

None, W.3.8

o
Pt
4

Determine requirements for monfitor-
ing. Define parameters, method-
ology, interpretive criteria, and
actions,

e e bt
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Hork element Issues

Hork %leuent

P.1 - Preemplacement Site Performance

S.1.c-SC

Are the pre-waste-emplacement ground-
water travel times near the repository
sufficient to assure compliance with
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
proposed technical criteria?

P.1.1-SC (Identical to P.2.1-WA
and P.3.1-5D)

Prepare a systems description for
postclosure repository performance
defining all subsystem models .
(including those used fol preem- '
placement assessment), as well as
the criteria on which they are
based.

S.l.JO.C-SC‘(Related to $.1.7.A,
$.1.9.A, S.1111.8,

Develop a conceptual hydrologic
wode! that can be used to evaluate
the hydrogeologic setting of the
repository and as input to the .
performance assessment models. ‘ . ‘

$.1.31.C-5C (Related to $.1.30.C,

- 5.1.33.C, S.1.34.C,
$.1.38.D, and
$.1.39.0)

Develop and/or modify numerical
codes that adequately simulate ;
groundwater flow and trayel times
under pre-waste-emplacement
conditions,

5.1.33.C-SC (Related to $.1.30.C,
S.1.31.¢, S.1.34.C,
5.1.37.0, 5.1.39.0.
and $,1.41.0)

Using selected models, predict

groundwater travel time from the

repository location to the acces-

sible enviromment under pre-waste-

emplacement conditions.

$.1.34.C-SC (Related to S.1.24.C,

. s.1.25.C, S.1.26.C,

S.1.30.C, S.1.31.C
and S$.1.33.C)

Determine the bounds of uncertainty
in model predictions of pre-waste-
eTplacemcnl groundwater travel
time, .

¥.2.13,0-SC (Includes discussion
of 4.1.20.8 and
H.2.11.C)

Oetéﬁmlne to what ‘d ree the charac-
teristics of the genlogic setting
complement the engineered system.

P.1.2-5C (ldentical to P.2.2-WA
‘ and P.3.2-50)

“Conduct verification, validation,

and benchmarking of all codes used
for performance assessment,

P.1.3-SC (Identical to P.2,3-WA
and P.3.3-50)

Document codes and prepare user
manuals in accordance with requ-
latory guides and national quality
:ssu;ance standards (ANST/ASME,
979).
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Issues

Work element

P.2 - Postclosure Performance of the Engineered System

H.1.A-HA (Related to W.2.A, W.3.A,
R.1.A, R.1.8, and R.1.D)

Does the very near-field interaction
between the waste package and its com-
ponents, the imderground facility, and
the geologic setting compromise waste
package or engineered system perform-
ance? (§.e., What is the maximum
expected release rate from the N
engineered system, and does the geo-
Togic setting prevent the waste pack-
age containment objective from being
achfeved?)

P.2.1-WA (ldentical to P.1.1-SC
and P.3.1-5D)

Prepare a systems description for
postclosure repository performance,
defining all subsystem models
{including those used for preem-
placement assessment) as wel) as
the criteria on which they are
based.

W.1.12.A-WA (ldentical to W.2.3.A
and 4.1.19.8, tncludes
discussion of H.1.9.A)

Determine the extent to which the
interaction between the canister
materials, waste form, backfill,
and host rock in a saturated envi-
ronment results in retardation of
radionuclides.

H.3.1.A-HA

Define appropriate statistical tech-
niques so that labotatory and field
materials interaction data can be
extrapolated over time to provide

a reasonable assurance of the
lon?-term performance of the
engineered system,

LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

Issues

Work eclement

H.3.2.A-HA

Determine the thermodynamic and
kindétic arguments that can be used
to extrapolate short-term (less
than 2 years per experiment)
materials test (hydrothermal) data.

W.3.3.A-WA

Develop and/or use numerical
modeling techniques to predict
the environmental conditions,
package degradation, and radio--
nuclide behavior of emplaced
wastes in or near the engineered
system.

W.3.4.A-HA

Determine what natural analoqués of
waste package components can be used
to verify the compatibility of the
waste package with the repository
environment. H

R.1.2.A-WA '

Evaluate the effect of underground
construction sequence on the stabil-
ity of openings.

R.1.3.A-HA

Determine the magnitude and the
rate of deformation of tunnels and
canister boreholes resulting from
in situ, excavation-induced, and
thermal stresses, and how deforma-
tion is affected by backfill.

.. 0
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LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS

st bl

Issues

Work element

Tssues

Hork elehent

R.1.5.A-HA

Determine the magnitude and distri-
bution of thermal stresses in the
rock mass for the proposed waste
package storage configuratfon. .

R.1.9.A-HA

Determine the potential for sub-
sidence caused by mine openings.

R.1.10.8-¥A

Define the acceptable range o>f test
results for intact rock and rock-
mass characteristics to support
design activities.

R.1.13.8-WA

Develop and validate mechanical,
thermal, and thermomechanical
models for performance of in situ
tests and for design and perform-
ance of the repository.

R.1.18.0-HA \

Identify performance requirements
for sealing boreholes, tumnels,
shafts, and rooms containing
nuclear waste.

R.1.22.D-WA

Determine the effects of tempera-
ture, rock-mass deformation, and
time on the permeability of the
sealed rock zone,

R.1.29-WA (Related to R.1.30)

Assess the effects of setsmic
events on underground openings dur-
ing construction and operations.

R.1.66-HA _ :

Determine functional requirements
for selecting locations of repost-
tory seals and backfills as engi-
neered barriers to effectively
retard groundwater movement and
radionuclide migration.

R.1.67-HA

Determine radionuclide sorption
requirements for backfill materials
to be used for repository rooms and
tunnels.

P.2.2-HA (ldentical to P.1,2-SC

and P.J.Z-ﬁb)

Conduct verification, validation,
and benchmarking of all codes used
for performance assessment,

P.2.3-WA (ldentical to P,1.3-SC
, and P.3.3-SD)

Docvment codes and prepare user

manuals in accordance with regula-
tory guides and national quality
;s;g;ance standards (ANSI/ASME,
979).
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TABLE LIST OF DOE BWIP ISSUES AND WORK ELEMENTS
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Issues

Hork_ element

Issues

Work elgment

P.3 - Postclosure Performance

of the Waste Isolation System

Issue 5.1.0-SD (Related to Issue W.2.D)

Hhat is the total amount (activity) of
radionuclides potentially releasable to
the accessible enviromment in a 10,000-
year period, and fs this amount in
compliance with appropriate U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency regula-
tions? (Related to {ssue W.2.D)

P.3.1-SD (Identical to P.1.1-SC
and P.2.1-WA)

Prepare a systems description for
postclosure repository performance
defining all subsystem models
{including those used for preem-
placement assessment), as well as
the criteria on which they are
based,

$.1.41.0-50 (Related to S.1.A
through 5.1.10.A,
S.1.11.8 through
S.1.17.8, 5.1.23.8,
S.1.24.C through

5.1.26.C, and

5.1.30.¢)

Identify credible disruptive events
and potentially unfavorable process
scenarfos and estimate the associ-
ated properties and conditions of
the host basalt near the repository
site; develop bounding estimates for
probabilities of ocgurrence for each
event, as needed.

5.1.30.C-SD (Related to S.1.7.A,
S.1.9.A, S.1.11.8,
$.1.17.8, S.1.24.C,

S$.1.25.C, 5.1.26.C,
s.1.27.¢C, S.1.28.C,
$.1.29.C, and
s.1.31.¢)

Develop a conceptual hydrologic
model that can be used to evaluate
the hydrogeologic setting of the
repository and as input to the
performance assessment models,

$.1.37.0-SD (Related to $.1.30.C,
$.1.31.¢C, S.1.33.C,
$.1.34.C, and
$.1.39.08 .

Develop and/or modify numerical
codes that can reliably predict the
changes in the processes deter-
mining the rate and extent of radio-
nuclide transport under post-waste-
emplacement condfitions.

$.1.39.0-SD (Related to S.1.24.C
through 5.1.30.C,
5.1.37.0, S5.1.38.0,
S.1.40.D, R.1.13.0,
¥.1.20.D, W.2.4.A,
W.2.8.A, W.2.11.D,
and ¥.2.13.0)

Using selected models, predict
radionuc)ide mass fluxes to the
accessible enviroment.
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Issues

Hork element

Issues

Hork element

$.1.40.0-50 (Related to $.1.39.D)

Determine the bounds of uncertainty
in the model predictions of radio-
nuclide fluxes to the accessible
environment,

P.3.2-SD (Identical to P.1.2-SC
and P.2.2-WA)

Conduct verification, validation,
and benchmarking of all codes used
for performance assessment.

P.3.3-SD (1dentical to P.1.3-SC
and P.2.3-WA)

Document codes and prepare user

manuals in accordance with regula-
tory quides and naticnal quality
:ssu;ance standards (ANSI/ASME,
979).

P.3.4-5D

Perform a postclosure performance
assessment for the waste isolation
system for incluslon in the License
Application.

P.4 - Preclosure Repository Performance

Hone identified.

Pr.4.1

Prepare an operating performance
systems description identifying al}
engineered system structures, sub-
systems, and components important
to safety.

P.4.2 (Done in parallel with Work
Element P.8.2)

(
Prepare a preliminary preclosure
repository safety assessment for
normal operations and accidental
conditions, based on the reposi-
tory and waste package conceptual
designs.

P.4.3 (Done in parallel with Work
Element P.4,2)

Select and characterize preclosure
fatlure scenarios. :

R.1.35

Determine the impact of the dynamic
effects of equipment failure on
safety-related systems and
components.

R.1.49

Determine the requirements necessary
to assure that safety-related sys-
tems provide adequate protection

to construction and operations
personnel,

P.4.4

Prepare a preclosure safety
performance assessment for nor-
mal operations and for accidenta?l
failure scenarios, including pre-
ventive and mitigative weasures,
for inclusion in the License
Application.
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APPENDIX E
POTENTIAL FOR LARGE-SCALE PUMP TESTS
IN THE GRANDE RONDE -
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POTENTIAL FOR LARGE-SCALE PUMP TESTS IN THE GRANDE RONDE
1 INTRODUCTION

A1l natural geoTogic media exhibit some degree of heterogeneity. Single bore-
hole tests, as reported in the SCR for the Hanford Site, stress a relatively
small volume of the medium. The radius of influence of such tests is esti-
mated tc be on the order of tens to hundreds of feet. At this small scale,
DOE test results indicate that hydraulic properties of a hydrostratigraphic
unit can vary by orders of magnitude over relatively short distances. '

Large scale pump tests stress a much larger volume of the medium., If the
radius of influence of the test is sufficiently large, the hydraulic response
of the system reflects the combined effects of individual heterogeneities.
Analysis of such tests will provide bulk values of hydraulic parameters which
are necessary for regional analysis. A large-scale pump test is normally
monitored by observation wells or piezometers because factors affecting
groundwater flow at a production well (i.e., skin effect) do not generally
affect the hydraulic response at observation wells. Therefore uncertainty in
calculated parameters is reduced. :

This study was made in order to illustrate the potential value of conducting
large-scale pump tests. in the Grande Ronde. In particular, the ability of
such tests to significantly stress large regions surrounding the pumping well
and to yield information about bulk horizontal and vertical hydraulic conduc-
tivity is discussed. Hydrogeologic properties thought to be typical of the
Reference Repository Location (RRL) are used in the analysis. Several
analytical methods along with the various limitations and conditions on their
use are described. For illustrative purposes, a simple analytical method is
utilized to calculate the hydraulic response to pumping. The basic conclu-
sions which are reached as a result of the study are probably valid unless the
hy?rogeology at the RRL is very substantially different from that assumed
below.

2.  ASSUMED HYDROSTRATIGRAPHY .
The assumed hydrostratigraphy of the Grande Ronde near the potential reposi-
tory horizon (dense Umtanum) is shown in Figure 1. This idealized hydrostrati-
graphy is based on preliminary data (i.e., prior to publication of the SCR)
from hole RRL-2 and other boreholes in the area (DC-3, DC~4). Thicknesses and
transmissivities of the assumed hydrostratigraphic units may vary from those
actually measured in the field. Aquifers are delineated as hydrostratigraphic
units B, D, and F, while aquitards are represented by units A, C, and E.

These hydrostratigraphic units do not necessarily correspond to units chosen
by DOE for purposes of numerical modeling (SCR, Chapter 12).

The following anaﬁytical methods are available for determining in situ hydraulic
properties in an aquifer-aquitard system: .
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0 Hantush and Jacob (1955) Solution;

0 Modified Hantush (1960) Solution; and

0 “.Neuman and Witherspoon (1972) Ratio Method.
For a given set of parameters, the solutions can be used to predict the
hydraulic response of the systenm.

Analytical solutions can be related to the mathematical model shown ifn Figure 2.
A1l solutions are based on the following assumptions

0 Aquifers and aquitards have uniform thicknesses and are homogeneous with
respect to hydraulic properties.

Geologic data from the Pasco Basin indicate that stratigraphic thick-
nesses of basalt units do not change drastically over distances of =

" practical consideration. However, the thickness, distribution and
characteristics of intraflow structures such as the -flow top, colomade/
entablature and fanning structures are highly variable and relatively
unpredictable. Single borehole tests by DOE suggest that significant
heterogeneity may exist within basalt units. If the scale of the test
is sufficiently large and the distribution of heterogeneity somewhat
random, it is comonly possible to assume a homogeneous system with
averaged (or bulk) hydraulic properties. After a test is performed,
the assumption can be evaluated by comparing the measured response

-(at numerous observation points) with the 1dea1 response pred1cted

by the mathematical model. -

4

0 Aquifers and aquitards are seemingiy infinite in radial extent.

This assumption implies that the lateral extent of hydrostratigraphic
units is greater than the radius of influence of the test. Since the
radius of influence increases with time, this assumption is usually
satisfied by early-time data. The validity of late-time data can be
evaluated, based on a comparison between measured/ideal response and a
hydrogeologic knowledge of the system. This assumption need not be
satisfied in order to obtain valuable data. Test results can be
analyzed to yield information on the location and properties of hydro-
geologic boundaries such as faults and changes in lithology.

o ' The pumped aquifer is isotropic in the horizontal plane.

Horizontal anisotropy in hydraulic properties has not been measured in
Pasco Basin basalts. The degree of horizontal anisotropy can be
evaluated by comparing test results from observation po1nts with differ-
ent directions from the pumping well, .

0 -Approximately uniform hydraulic heads exist throughout the system prior
to pumping.

This assumption implies:that pre-test hydraulic gradients are small
compared to gradients imposed by the pumping well. Head measurements
by DOE indicate that natural hydraulic gradients in the Pasco Basin
are sufficiently small to be neglected.
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o The aquifer is pumped at a constant discharge rate.

o The‘pumping well penetrates the entire aquifer

0 'Wel]bore storage is neglected -
In most cases, wellbore storage in the pumping well does not affect the
hydraulic response at observation wells.

0 Water ;emoved from storage and/or derived from leakage is instantaneously
' discharged at the pumping well.

Due to limitations of the mathematical model and uncertainty in hydraulic
properties, the numerical results of this study should be considered first-
order approximations

It is customary to simplify the mathematics by assuming essential]y horizontal
flow in aquifers and vertical flow in aquitards. Hantush (1967) indicates .
that the assumption is valid if:

—4 10 , =12, | (1)

K%b

where all parameters are defined in Figure 2. This relationship fs consistent
with observations of Neuman and Witherspoon (1969a), which suggest that the
errors introduced by the assumption are less than 5% when the hydraulic :
conductivities of aquifers are more than two orders of magnitude greater than
that of aquitards. Aquitards at Hanford are composed of dense basalt which
tends to be predominantly fractured in the vertical direction. This probably
results in an anisotropic medium with vertical permeability greater than
horizontal permeability. For this reason, the above criteria are probably
over-conservative. '

3 AQUIFER RESPONSE

For the purpose of this study 1t is assumed that a fully penetrating produc-
tion well is pumped, and the hydraulic response of the pumped aquifer is
measured at observation wells. - The Hantush-Jaceb solution and the Modified
Hantush solution can be used to estimate the hydraulic response of a confined
leaky aquifer as a result of pumping.

These solutions assume that drawdown in the unpumped aquifers is negligible
during the test, which implies that boundaries A and B (in Figure 2) are con-
stant head boundaries with zero drawdown. This assumption was investigated
by Neuman and Witherspoon (196%a). They indicate that one is probany justi-
fied in neglecting drawdown in the unpumped aquifer if:
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If‘1eakage occurs from other aquitards (i.e.,"those not included in the model),
drawdown in the unpumped aquifers will be reduced. Since this is likely to
occur in Grande Ronde basalts, the above condition is probably over-

- conservative. -

Neuman and Witherspoon also conclude that drawdown in the unpumped aquifers is
negligible at early times; that is, when
. ’

0.1 S;i (b;)z.
K% '

t> i=1,2 - (3)

3.1 Hantush-Jacob Solution

If aquitard storage is neglected, drawdown in the pumped aquifer is given by
the following equation:

s(r,t) = 'EEgE' W (u,r/B) = _-%EKE' L (u,v) (4)

Values of W (u,r/B) are tabulated in Hantush (1956), and type curves for the
function L(u,v) are presented in Lohman (1972) and Reed (1980). Lohman (1972)
describes a curve matching procedure whereby values of K, S_, and v can be
determined from time-drawdown measurements in observation wlls. The assump-
tion of negligible aquitard storage implies that leakage into the pumped
aquifer is proportional to the hydraulic gradient across the leaky aquitards
(i.e., described by Darcy's law). Neuman and Witherspoon (1969b) conclude
that this assumption is valid if:

g < 0.01, - (’5)l
vwhere B is defined in Figure 2.
3.2 Modified Hantush Solution

If aquitard storage is significant, drawdown in the pumped aquifer at early
times is given by: ' .

s(r,t) = —4-2,(—1, H (u,p) : ' ' (6).

for:

0.1 5, (b!)2 _ |
tS si _ i - 4212 : 6]

i

4
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The function H(u,B) is tabulated in Hantush (1960), and presented as type
curves in Lohman (1972) and Reed (1980). The curve matching/procedures given
in Lohman (1972) can be used to determine K, S s and g from time-drawdown

" measurements 1n observation wells.

At later times the following equation is used:

s(r,t) = Zgis L (us,v) - | )
for ,
58!, (bi)2
ty—2 1", y=q - (8)
K} ~

If the parameter 8 (see Figure 2) is approximately equal to one, the late-time
solution is equivalent to the Hantush-Jacob solution. In most cases, late-
time data fall on the flat portion of the "L" type-curves and the curve
matching procedure is indeterminant. Thus, hydraulic properties cannot be
uniquely determined from this solution.

A solution which can be used in practical application is not available for
intermediate times. In this case, aquifer drawdown is estimated by
interpolating between the early- and late-time solution.

Numerical models are also useful in evaluating leaky aquifer pump tests.
Appropriate models are not limited by the criteria staéed above and thus can
be used to predict the aquifer response for a wide range of hydrogeologic
conditions. In practice, however, the simple analytical solutions often give
results very similar to numerical models.

3.3 Applications

Case I: The following parameter values were used fo simulate pumping of the
interval located between the Thorough Runner and dense Umtanum zone:

K = 4.8x10~2 ft/day (1 7x10-7 m/s); Pumped Aquifer D
S —10-7 ft-1 (3.3x10-7 m-1)
bS= 500 ft (152 m)

' Ki =K =K'= 2, 8x10~3 to 2.8x10-€ ft/day
. o (10-2 to }0-11 m/s)8 ;
Ssl =SsZ =Ss 10-% ft-1 (3.3x10-8 m-1)

by!' = 360 ft (110 m); Upper Aquitard C
by' = 85 ft (26 m); Lower Aquitard E

Ky = 4,9 ft/day (1.7x10-5 m/s): Upper Umpuﬁbed Aquifer B
= 175 ft (53 m) :

Ko = 2.6x10-1 ft/day (9.2x10-7 m/s): Lower Umpumped Aquifer F
b = 20 ft (6 m)

Q =30 gpm (1.9 1/s)
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Hydraulic properties were estimated from the results of tests performed in
Grande Ronde basalts and/or generic information. Four values of aquitard

~vertical hydraulic conductivity have been assumed, corresponding to a range of

possible~values at the Hanford site. Comparison of results can be used to
evaluate the significance of vertical leakage as a function of aquitard
permeability. .

The assumption of vertical flow was checked using equation (1). The vertical
flow criteria is satisfied by .values of aquitard hydraulic conductivity of
less than 8.2x10-5 ft/day (2.9x10-1° m/s). However, for the purpose of this
study, vertical flow was assumed valid for all values of aquitard hydraulic
conductivity. Because of the anisotropic nature of the dense basalt (i.e.,
K'v > K‘h), this assumption will probably not produce significant errors.

The assumption of negligible drawdown in unpumped aquifers was checked using
equation (2). Both of the unpumped aquifers failed to meet this criteria;
thus the solutions given in equations (3) and (6) will theoretically be in
error. However, as discussed above, this criteria is probably overrestrictive
because the unpumped aquifers are subject to leakage from above or below.
Therefore, for the purpose of this study, the solutions in equations (3) and
(6) are assumed valid. .

Figure 3,4 and 5 show the predicted hydraulic response in the pumped aquifer
at radial distances of 50, 500 and 3000 feet (15, 152 and 914 meters), respec-
tively. Aquitard storage was ignored; thus the Hantush-Jacob solution [equa-
tion (4)] was used to obtain the predicted responses. Although the aquitard
storage criteria in equation (5) is not satisfied when K,' is high and r is
large, evaluation of the parameter 6 indicates a value approximately equal to
one. Thus, the Modified Hantush method will yield nearly identical results

to the Hantush-Jacob method for late-time data and the curves in Figures 3

to 5 should be approximately correct. _ ‘ .

The results show that aquitard leakage is less significant at small radial
distances, early times, and for low values of aquitard hydraulic conductiv-
jty. Leakage can be neglected altogether for conditions where the hydraulic
response converges to the nonleaky (Theis) solution. The figures indicate
that a more reliable determination of aquifer parameters (K, S_) is made from
observation wells at small radial distances and from data obta¥ned at early
times. More reliable estimation of aquitard properties is obtained from.
observation wells at larger radial distances using later-time data.

By evaluating the analytical solutions, the functional relationship between
time and radial distance can be determined for any fixed value of drawdown.
Figures 6 and 7 show the relationship between r and t for fixed aquifer -
drawdowns of 2.0 and 10.0 feet (0.6 and 3.0 meters) respectively. -The lower
range of drawdown which can be readily measured in observation wells during a
pump test is expected to be about 2 feet (0.6 meters). Therefore, for
practical purposes, the radial distance to the 2 foot (0.€ meter) drawdown
contour can be considered the effective radius of influence of the test. The
results indicate that in 100 days, which is considered a reasonable pumping
period, the two-foot drawdown contour will'extend to about 17,000 feet

(5200 meters) from the pumping well for the non-leaky case. Aquitard
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hydraulic conductivity (K') has a significant effect upon the extent_gf the
two:{ ot drawdown contour for values of K' greater than about 2.8x10 * ft/day
(10 ™" m/s). Values of K' less than this do not produce a response easily
distinguishable from the non-leaky case within a pumping period of 100 days.
The effect of aquitard hydraulic conductivity upon the 10 foot (3.0 meter)
drawdown response 1s similar to that for the two-foot drawdown.

Case II: The following parameter values were used to simulate pumpfng of the
upper Grande Ronde interflow: -

K = 4.9,ft/day (1.7x107° pfs); Aquifer B ' :
Ss =10 " ft ~ (3.3x10 “m %)

b =175 ft (53 m)

Ki'=Kp'=K' = 2.8x10-3 to 2.8x10-¢ ft/day
, (10-8 to 10-11 m/s) -
Se1'=Sgp'=S,'= 10-8 ft-1 (3.3x10-¢ n-1)

5
by' = 100 ft (30 m); Upper Aquitard A
by' = 360 ft (110 m); Lower Aquitard C

Ky = 4.8x10-2 ft/day (1.7x10-7 m/s); Lower Unpumped Aquifer D
by = 500 ft (152 m)

Q = 1000 gpm (_63 1/s)

Data pertaining to the aquifer immediately above the Grande Ronde Interflow
were not available at RRL-2. Thus, for simplicity the unpumped aquifer above
the Grande Ronde Interflow was assumed to have negligible drawdown..

Drawdown in the Upper Grande Ronde Interflow as a function of time is shown in
Figures 8 and 9 at radial distances of 30,000 and 100,000 feet (9144 and 30480
meters) respectively. These plots were developed using the Hantush-Jacob
method. For this case the assumption of vertical aquitard flow [equation (1)]
is satisfied for all assumed values of aquitard hydraulic conductivity.
However, equation (2) indicates that some drawdown can be expected in the
underlying unpumped aquifer (and also probably in any overlying aquifer).
Therefore, the solution is theoretically in error and more refined analytical
or numerical methods may be needed to give accurate results. The aquitard
storage criteria [equation (6)] is also not satisfied at the large radial
distances considered. However, as in Case I, the 6 factor {is approximately
equal to one. Therefore, the late-time Modified Hantush Method and the
Hantush-Jacob Method will yield nearly equivalent results. o

Figures 10 and 11 show the relationship between r and t for aquifer drawdowns

-of 2.0 and 10.0 feet (0.6 and 3.0 meters) using the Hantush-Jacob solution.

Due to the large hydraulic conductivity of the pumped aquifer, it is likely
that drawdowns will be significant in unpumped aquifers. This will cause the
mathematical solutfon to underestimate pumped aquifer drawdowns and under-
estimate the radial extent of a fixed values of drawdown at a given time.

In the highly-transmissive Upper Grande Ronde Interflow, the two-foot drawdbwn
contour theoretically extends to a distance of about 270,000 feet (52,000 meters)
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from the pumping well at 100 days for the nonleaky case. This distance is not
realistic because hydrogeologic boundaries will be encountered before the draw-

~down extends this far. However, it does i1lustrate that large-scale pumping in

a highly-transmissive zone can affect a.large_portion of the Pasco Basin. The
effect of aquitdrd hydraulic conductivity greater than about 2.8x10-5 ft/day
(10-1° m/s) upon the extent of the drawdown cone fs substantial within a
100-day period. '

4  AQUITARD RESPONSE

The above discussion assumes that drawdown observations are made only in the
pumped aquifer. Increased knowledge would result from drawdown observations
in the confining layers. The analytical solution of Neuman and Witherspoon
(1969a, 1969b) predicts the response to pumping of piezometers completed in -
aquitards above and below the pumped aquifer. Under certain conditions, the
Neuman and Witherspoon (1972) "ratio method" provides an efficient analytical .

-method for predicting aquitard response. They also describe procedures for
‘caleculating K, S_, and the ratio (K'/S_'), from time-draWdown data using

piezometers in bSth the aquifer and aqﬁitard. ’

! ]
The ratio method is valid for the following conditions:

BCLO . o (9

0.1 S'. (b!)2
si Vi ) .
to f=1,2. - ' (3)

ol

where all parameters are defined in Figure 2. Since B is proportional to
radial distance, the first condition can usually be satisfied by locating the
piezometer at a sufficiently small radial distance. The second criterion
tends to be over-conservative in practical applications (Neuman and
Witherspoon, 1972)., The smaller the distance between the piezometer and the
boundary of the pumped aquifer, the more conservative is the time criterion.
gf t?e preceding conditions are satisfied, drawdown at an aquitard piezometer
s given by: -

$'(r,z,t) = s(r,t) F(ty,tp) (10) |

" The function F(tR'té) is tabulated in Witherspoon et ai., (1967, Appendix G).
ahd

Figures 12, 13 4 show the calculated response of piezometers in

aquitard E (dense Umtanum) for z = 40 ft (12 m) at radial distances of 50,
100 and 500 feet (15, 30, and 152 meters), when aquifer D is pumped. Solid
lines indicate conditions for which the time criterion is satisfied. Because
the time criterion tends to be over-conservative, dashed lines are fncluded
which show the theoretical aquitard response at larger times. However, the
actual pfezometer response could depart significantly from the dashed portion
of the curves. Figures 12 through 14 indicate that the most reliable
determination of aquitard properties is made from piezometers at small radial
distances (i.e., where the hydraulic response is described by the solid lines).
At larger distances, the time criterion becomes too restrictive for aquitards
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with relatively high hydfaulic conductivity. The figuresvalso indicate that
aquitard response may be exceedingly rapid for high K' values.

- It should be noted that the ratio method requires that aquitard resbonse be

measured at a point (the location of the observation piezometer). It is
questionable whether representative bulk hydraulic conductivity measurements
can be obtained from piezometers completed within a medium such as dense
basalt, since the piezometers may not intersect permeable fractures or other

»features contributing to the bulk vertical hydraulic conductivity. Thus, the

Hantush-Jacob method described previous]y may yield better bulk parameter
estimates. ,

5 CONCLUSIONS

Proper design, performance and analysis of large-scale pump tests may
significantly increase the knowledge of the hydrogeologic system at the RRL
and the entire Pasco Basin. In particular, it may be possible to determine
the magnitude of vertical hydraulic conductivity in confining layers as wel]
as the large-scale hydraulic properties and continuity of aquifers.

Results of the relatively simple analyses conducted for this study indicate
that, for the assumed hydrogeologic conditions in the Grande Ronde near the
RRL, it is possible to stress very large areas by pump testing. Furthermore,
the analyses indicate that test results based on aquifer response may be use-
ful in determining aquitard hydraulic conductivities on the order of .
2.8x10~5 ft/day (10-1° m/s) or greater. Lower values of aquitard hydraulic
condyctivity do not result in significant leakage to the aquifer within a
pumping period of about 100 days. However, it may be possible to measure
aquitard hydraulic conductivity using test results based on aquitard response.

The analytical solutions assume that hydrostratigraphic units are laterally
continuous and uniform with respect to hydraulic properties. If this is true,
analysis of test results can provide reliable estimates of hydraulic parameters
for large-scale modeling. If hydrostratigraphic units are discontinuous and/

. or strongly heterogeneous, a comparison between measured and ideal response can

be used to evaluate the significance of these features on the regional scale.
In addition, it may be possible to quantify these effects through the use of
numerical models. For instance, structural features, such as faults .or
stratigraphic discontinuities, may act as hydrogeologic boundaries which affect
the time-drawdown response (Lohman, 1972). By appropriately locating observa-
tion piezometers, the locatfon and characteristics of discontinuities can often
be determined from pump test data.

The NRC staff considers the type of tests described in this Appendix to be the
state-of-the-art method of determining bulk values’ of horizontal and vertical
hydraulic conductivity prior to construction of an -underground test facility.
Although single-hole methods have been attempted by various researchers, the
resulting values of hydraulic conductivity should be considered spot-values
representative of the {mmediate area around the borehole (i.e., probably a
radius of 50 feet or less).. In assessing a large hydrogeologic system, it is
essential to measure hydraulic parameters on a large scale and to demonstrate
the continuity (or lack of continuity) of the system over a large areal extent.
This study demonstrates that large-scale pumping tests with multiple observa-
tion piezometers are potentially useful in assessing the hydrogeo1oglc system
in the Pasco Basin, as required by proposed 10 CFR 60.
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MATHEMATICAL MODEL ' | Figure 2

/Q

— -
K1 bs Unpumped Aquifer
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‘ 0
NOMENCLATURE . . DIMENSIONLESS PARAMETERS ) )
K = aquifer horizontal hydraulic conductivity (L T~ ) r (‘J %a ) ) -
Ss = aquifer specific storage (L~1) . - B Kb
b = aguifer thickness (L) ’ v = .;.(_)
s = aquifer drawdown (L)
» g - & (/EEET _/R?‘s?)
K’ = aquitard vertical hydraulic conductivity (L 1) 4 K Ss K Ss
Ss’= aquitard soecific storage (L-1) U = Ssr2
’ Kt
b’ = aquitard thickness (L) 4
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8 = aquitard drawdown (L : =
g (L) 8 =14+ ( 12 St .
r = radial distance (L) ) 1 _Kt
) to = 4y " Ssr?
Z = aquitard vertical distance (L)
t = time since beginning of pumping (T) : '_'_(L
t? Ss’'z2

K} = unpumped aquifer horizontal hydraulic conductivity (L T'l)
b; = unpumped aquifer thickness (L) '

{

P = IR RO T TR AL/
:.:-;pr:va-w—--«;m,\s W—rﬂ ’-7’!:;*'”@—» Rpedd «y‘-ﬂr'—




.” . .

w i CASE I: PREDICTED HYDRAULIC RESPONSE . . A 3

3 w IN AQUIFER D; r=50 FEET igure

3 o

.“ ; - - o

; , °

“ _ °

e

: - W )

M o - t o

{ E=[EN 2 ...

: : = 3e

F ' |3 O3 w

, : AR

3 0 Bl

2

b s

| e

. ” Q

' o / "
: pcy 1 °
w =t o

,. W BEp 3 .

. m ] >

1 H =

..u_ = - “Mﬁ : [ -]

i e c ’ € .

{ — v/ - .

i M— -

wy

! € 2t ;

] 112 £3\ =

i -t - z

i L 32

: 1P

* ll\.w ‘ v

! " .

b ) w H

.M o 1= -

i h 2 °

M | H § , !

3 xlw w
- “ .... n
nkE \

T _
i :

i © -] (-] o

" S : -

_ i - (108)) s umopmeuug

; , : . 220 £




IS DI A e PP A B W B o et s M AS ShA Ml M W blieE BN Vi bl Wudlicna

Mot kS % Mk sasse

CASE I: PREDICTED HYDRAULIC RESPONSE
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CASE 1: PREDICTED HYDRAULIC RESPONSE
IN AQUIFER D; r=3000 FEET
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CASE l: r vs. t FOR AQUIFER DRAWDOWN
OF 2.0 FEET

Figure 6
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Figure 7
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CASE I: PREDICTED HYDRAULIC RESPONSE

IN AQUITARD E; r=50 FEET; z=40 FEET | Figure 12.
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CASE I PREDICTED I<_mum>c_._0 RESPONSE

IN AQUITARD E; r=100 FEET; z=40 FEET

Figure 13
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CASE I: PREDIGTED HYDRAULIC RESPONSE
IN AQUITARD E; r=500 FEET; z=40 FEET

Figure 14
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1 INTRODUCTION

This eppendix provides an assessment of the hydrochemical discussions and con-

clusions-contained in Chapter 5 of the BWIP Site Characterization Report (SCR).
This assessment -is directed towards the use of hydrochemical data as a means of
identifying sources and ages of groundwater in various stratigraphic zones and

as a means of evaluating the degree of vertical mixing between these zones.

Much of the basic hydrochemical data upon which the discussions and conclusions
in the SCR are based is not presented in the SRC, which generally contains data
summaries such &s data groupings or other interpreted data forms. These sum-
maries and interpreted forms are generally not suitable as a basis for {nde-
pendent evaluation of the discussions and conclusions in the SRC. As such, the
hydrochemical sections in Chapter 5 of the SCR cannot be considered to be docu-
mented scientific evidence from which scientific conclusions regarding the use
of hydrochemical data at the BWIP site can be drawn.

Because the discussions and conclusions in the hydrochemical sections of
Chapter 5 in the SCR cannot be assessed based on the data presentations in the
SCR, efforts were made to obtain much of the basic hydrochemical data used by
Rockwell Hanford in the preparation of the SCR. Hydrochemical data were pro-
vided to the NRC staff by Rockwell Hanford Operations at the BWIP hydrogeology
workshop held on July 20-27, 1982 at Hanford. Hydrochemical data were also
obtained from Rockwell Hanford Report RHO-BWI-ST-5, entitled “Hydrologic
Studies Within the Columbia Plateau, Washington."

The basic hydrochemical data for groundwater at the BWIP site obtained from
these sources include: '

major ions '

minor and trace elements

dissolved gases

pH, Eh '

stable isotopes = oxygen-18, deuterium, carbon-13, sulfur-34
radioactive isotopes = carbon-14, tritium, chlorine-36

Data that offer the greatest potential for use in groundwater flow system char-
acterization are concentrations of major ions, methane, stable isotopes
(oxygen-18, deuterium, carbon-13) and radioactive isotopes (carbon-14, tritium).
Data on minor and trace elements, pH, Eh, sulfur-34, chlorine-36, and uranium
provide little information on age, origin and mixing of groundwater and are

not discussed here. Sodium and chloride data for the groundwaters in the
Saddle Mountains were not made available at the BWIP workshop and are not tabu-
lated in the SCR, so consideration of these ions in this Appendix is limited

to deeper hydrogeologic zones.

2 GENERAL APPROACH

The general approach to detailed hydrochemical investigations of a groundwater
flow system normally involves the characterization of the chemical and isotopic
composition of the groundwater at representative locations in the groundwater
system. The chemical and isotopic composition of groundwater often reflects
the source and origin of the groundwater, the type and nature of the geologic
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materials in which it has been in contact, and the relative age or time that
the water has been in the groundwater system Therefore, in favorable circum-
stances information on the chemical and isotopic composition of the groundwater
and the spatial variations in the composition of the groundwater can provide
valuable insight to the understanding of a groundwater system. Hydrochemical
data are generally used to supplement or support geologic and hydrologic
information in the development of an overall conceptual model for a groundwater
system, which includes interpretation pertaining to the orlgin, age and mixing
of groundwater in varfous zones in the system.

In Chapter 5 of the SCR, the main thrust in the use of the hydrochemical inform-
ation is towards the deve]opment of interpretations of the groundwater age,
origin and mixing. These interpretations are based on the hydrochemical data
without detailed consideration given to the weighting of other forms of evidence
from the geologic or physical hydrogeologic data bases. In general, hydro-
chemical data rarely can be used singularly as irrefutable evidence for accept-
ance or rejection of one hypothesis or another. Although the NRC staff stresses
that recognition be given to this limitation on the usage of hydrochemical

data, no attempt has been made in this Appendix to develop detailed evaluations
of the hydrochemical data in an integrated manner with the geotogic and physical
hydrogeologic data. Time limitations precluded such an approach because the
SCR is not a suitable base document for direct integration of hydrochemical

and hydrogeologic informatfon.

The approach taken in this Appendix is to use only the basic hydrochemical data
obtained primarily at the BWIP hydrogeology workshop to assess the discussions
and conclusions presented in the hydrochemical -sections of the SCR.

A listing of the key hydrochemical data is provided in Tables Al through A5 in
Appendix A. The locations of boreholes for which there are detailed hydro-
chemical data are shown in Figure 1. _

3 DATA ACQUISITION AND INTEGRITY

Specific descriptions of the equipment and procedures used in the acquisition
of the hydrochemical data at the BWIP site are not presented in the SCR.
Information on these topics was obtained during the BWIP hydrogeology workshop
and through telephone communications. According to Rockwell Hanford Operations,
hydrochemical samples generally were collected near the end of the drill-and-
test sequence in each borehole. River water and bentonite mud were used as a
drilling fluid; therefore, development of each sample interval was undertaken
to remove the effects of the drilling operations. The development procedures
included swabbing and/or airlift development to remove drilling fluid. Water
samples were generally taken with a submersible pump. It is recognized by

DOE that complete removal of the effects of the dril]ing water and mud is a
difficult task.

During the development period, water was analyzed for chemical parameters which
could indicate the presence of drilling fluid. These parameters included .
selected ions, temperature, conductivity and pH. Apparently, stabilization of
these parameters to background levels was considered by Rockwell to indicate
that the drilling fluid had been removed. Drilling mud tracers including
fluorocene, total organic carbon and lithium were also monitored prior to
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sampling as indicators of successful development. Tritium ana1ysés of water
samples were also conducted. Although the results were not available at the
time of sampling, later they provided a basis for evaluation of the degree of

- removal of drilling fluid from the sampled zones.

The question of how long a borehole should be pumped or purged of the drilling
fluids before sampling is normally very difficult to answer. The available
hydrochemical data indicate that Columbia River water with Tritium activities
of 50 to 60 T.U. was generally used for drilling water. The tritium activ-
jties in the majority of the groundwater samples from the basalt formations
were less than 1 T.U. This suggests that nearly all of the drilling water was
removed from the vicinity of the boreholes prior to sampling, and that the
drilling water has not had a substantial influence on the gross chemical
composition of the samples.

The influence of residual drilling mud in the formation on the chemical composi-
tion of the groundwater samples is much more difficult to assess. During drill-
ing, the bentonite drilling mud may penetrate the rock formation but may not
be entirely removed during the developmental pumping of the sample interval.
Bentonite mud has a high cation exchange capacity and could significantly
alter the concentrations of cations such as calcium and sodium in the ground-
water due to-ion exchange reactions with the bentonite. The extent to which
drilling mud will influence the groundwater chemistry depends on the amount of
drilling mud which remains in the formation, the exchangeable cations in the
drilling mud, and the original chemical composition of the groundwater.
Because it is virtually impossible to determine the locations and amounts of
drilling mud which might remain in the formation, the possible influence of
drilling mud on the groundwater samples can only be assessed qualitative1y
based on the overall consistency of the hydrochemical results. It is desir-
ab]g that in future drilling at the BWIP site, mudless dri]]ing methods be

use

Groundwater samples for chemical analyses were filtered through 0.45 micron
filter membranes, and aliquots for the analysis of .major cations and heavy
metals were appropriately preserved with acid. Samples for the analysis of
oxygen-18, deuterium and tritium do not require special preservation tech-
niques. No information has been received on the chemical composition of the
particulate matter contained on the filters. .

Nonconservative hydrochemical parameters such as pH and Eh (redox potential)

- were measured in the field immediately following sample collection. Changes

in temperature, pressure and sample exposure to the atmosphere can cause major
changes in pH and Eh between the time sample water leaves the formation and
the time measurements are made at the surface. Degassing of carbon dioxide
from the groundwater during sampling can be expected to increase the pH mea-
sured at the surface. The exposure of groundwater samples to oxygen in the
atmosphere during sampling can increase the Eh measured at the surface. For
these reasons, pH and Eh data summarized in the SCR are not 1ikely to be repre-
sentative of the actual in situ groundwater conditions. These considerations
are acknowledged in the SCR, and although the measured pH and Eh may provide
indications of the in situ condltions critical hydrochemical interpretations
are not based on these parameters. .
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Although it is the opinion of the NRC staff that the use of mud for drilling
the monitoring holes at the BWIP site is undesirable with respect to the integ-
rity of hydrochemical data, the NRC staff considers the procedures used by

" Rockwell-for borehole development prior.to sampling and for water sampling to

be adequate as & means of acquiring useful data on major jons, fluoride, stable
isotopes such as oxygen-18 and deuterium, tritium, and dissolved gases such as
methane, nitrogen and carbon dioxide., These are the most important hydro-
chemical parameters for evaluation of the origin and mixing of the groundwater.
The possibility that significant drilling mud exists in the formation zones
Jeopardizes the integrity of data on trace elements and some other constituents.
Whether or not the sampling methods used by Rockwell for collection of
Carbon-14 and Carbon-13 samples are adequate cannot be ascertained with the
available information.

The specific analytical methods used in the laboratory for determination of e
the concentrations of the various constituents in the groundwater samples are,
not described in the SCR. The precision of the analyses in terms of blind
replicate samples is not indicated. The reproducibility of results that would
be obtained by repetitive sampling on a particular sampling occasion is not
described in the SCR, nor has it been indicated in any other communications.
It is possible, however, without a formal evaluation of the precision of the
analytical laboratory methods to conduct a gross assessment of the analytical
determinations. This is done by means of the comparison of the total ionic
charge batance represented by cations and anions. -

The charge balance error is expressed generally as a percentage and {s calcu- -
lated from a complete chemical analysis as: .

imeg/L of Cations; - %meg/L of Anions; X 100 ; g
meq/L of Cations) + (meg/L of Anions) - e

Because a groundwater sample should be electrically neutral, an ideal chemical
analysis would yield a charge balance error equal to zero. It is common prac-
tice in hydrochemical studies for charge balance errors of less than t 10 per-
cent to be considered satisfactory. Charge balance errors much greater than
% 10 percent generally are considered to be unsatisfactory, and such analyses
should not be used in detailed hydrochemical interpretations. The charge
balance errors for samples reported in the SCR are calculated as:

-~ "

(meq/L of Anions) - (meq/L of Cations)
{meq/L of Cations) x 100

Hydrochemical data referred to in the SCR only include those analyses with a

charge balance of F 15 percent when calculated in this way. This method of

calculation and the 5% criterion of acceptability are more stringent than is

normally used in hydrochemical investigations of natural groundwater flow

systems. There is no indication in the SCR of how many chemical analyses

were rejected and not used in further interpretation. Inspection of the hydro-

chemical data obtained at the BWIP hydrogeology workshop for the Wanapum and -
Grande Ronde Basalts indicate that 17 of 51 groundwater analyses were rejected

on the basis of the 5% criterion and the SCR method of calculation. In con-
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trast oniy 1 of the 51 éamples would be rejected on the basis of the 10% crite-
rion and the calculation method commonly used.

- The more--stringent criterion for the acceptability of chemical analyses (i.e.,

< 5% error) is probably unwarranted and results in the loss of useful data:
The loss of useful data is an issue of sfgnificance because hydrochemical data
jn most groundwater zones at the BWIP site are sparse. '

The data summarized in the SCR and that provided at the BWIP hydrogeology work-
shop include:

0 gS groundwater samples from 21 boreholes in the Saddle Mountains
asalt

o 27 groundwater samples from six boreholes in the Wanapum Basalt

o %8 groundwater samples from four boreholes in the Grande Ronde
asalt. '

Relative to the number of borehole monitoring sites that are commanly used in
important studies. of hydrogeological systems in which major waste-disposal is
under consideration, the number of boreholes that penetrate the proposed
disposal zone is small. All of the deep holes are located a considerable
distance to the east or southeast of the Reference Repository (Figure 1). For
statistical data evaluations, the total number of chemical analyses from the
Grande Ronde is particularly inadequate. The hydrochemical data represent
groundwater obtained from the most permeable zones in the stratigraphic
sequence, and they generally cannot be used to ascertain the chemical composi-
tion of water in the lower permeability zones. - '

~

4 HYDROCHEMISTRY ' .
4.1 Major Ion Chemistry

The groundwater in the basalt formations at the Hanford site can be categorized
according to its major-ion chemical composition. There are three principal
chemical types characterized by the predominant ions: :

o Na - HCO4
© Na - C1 - HCO4
o Na-Cl

The vertical distributions of these chemical types in the groundwater in bore-
holes DB-15, DC-6, DC-12, DC-14 and DC-15 are shown in Figure 2. The Na-HCOg
groundwater generally occurs in the Saddle Mountains Basalt; the Na-C1-HCO; in
the Wanapum Basalt, and the Na-C1 groundwater in the Grande Ronde Basalt. In
borehole DC-12, Na-C1-HCOs groundwater occurs in both the Wanapum and Grande
Ronde Basalt. The progression from Na-HCO; groundwater in the upper basalt
formations to Na-Cl groundwater at depth is associated with a moderate increase
in total dissolved solids concentrations from an average of 400 mg/L in the
Saddle Mountains to an average of 800 mg/L in the Grande Ronde.

A generalization that is commonly used in regional groundwater studies is that
the progression from Na~HCO3 through Na-C1-HCO; to Na-C1 generally represents
a long-term hydrochemical evolution in which the Na-Cl groundwater represents

s,
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- position of the groundwaters in different basalt formations in boreholes DB-15,

the oldest groundwater, which has traveled the longest flow path (Chebatarev,
1959; Domenico, 1972). This generalization was developed from studies of deep
groundwater flow systems in sedimentary basins in which the groundwater chemi-
cally evolves from fresh to saline. The progression from Na-HCOs groundwater
to Na-C1 groundwater at the Hanford site is interpreted in the SCR as {indicat-
ing that the residence time or age of the groundwater, and the length of flow
path traveled by the groundwater, increases with depth. However, the progres-
sfon from Na-HCO; to Na-C1 groundwater at the Hanford site is associated with
only a small increase in the salinity of the groundwaters. The slightly higher
chloride concentrations of groundwater in the Grande Ronde Basalt should not
be taken as evidence that groundwater in the Grande Ronde is necessarily older
or has traveled along flow paths separate from the groundwater in the Wanapum.

As illustrated in Figure 2, there are distinct differences in the chemical com-

DC-14 and DC-15. 1In the SCR it is concluded that there is no significant mix-
ing between the formations. These differences are compatible with an inter-

.pretation that there is a considerable degree of flow-system separation between

the formations, but the differences alone cannot be used to determine the per-
centage of mixing that may be occurring. One of the limiting factors in the
assessment of the apparent chloride differences is the lack of information on

the sources of chloride within the basalt units and the release kinetics. The
variations observed in the chloride concentrations with depth will be influenced
by the sources of chloride in various basalt and interbed formations, by anion
exchange reactions and by matrix diffusion processes. The higher concentrations .
of chloride in the deeper basalts (i.e., Grande Ronde) may be the result of
larger amounts of soluble chloride bearing minerals in the deeper formations.
Anion exchange and matrix diffusion reactions could also either increase or

decrease the chloride concentrations in groundwater, depending upon the hydro-

chemical conditions. The potential effect of matrix diffusion on chloride con- :
centrations due to diffusion of chloride from the rock matrix into the fractures
through which the active groundwater flow occurs, or from the fractures into

the matrix, is uncertain. Matrix diffusion has, however, been suggested as
having a potentially significant effect on solute migration in fractured rock
(Grisak and Pickens, 1981; Neretnieks et al., 1982; Feenstra et al. [in
preparation]).

The mixing of chemical constituents between formations generally results from
groundwater flow between formations in response to hydraulic gradients. Inter-
pretations of the degree of groundwater discharge flow between formations must
consider the groundwater gradients, the local and regional stratigraphy and
structure, and flux rates in addition to the hydrochemical data. It is jmpera-
tive to know the hydraulic properties of the units before drawing any strong
conclusions regarding vertical mixing based solely on hydrochemical data.

The diffusion of chemical constituents between formations in response to chemi-
cal concentration gradients is generally negligible with respect to mixing by
groundwater flow, but could be important if groundwater flow is slow, and
diffusion coefficients and concentration gradients are high.

Even if the hydrochemical data are used in a coupled manner with other types

of data, it is expected that reliable quantitative interpretations of the
extent of potential mixing between the different basalt formations in boreholes
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DB-15, DC-14 and DC-15 will not be forthcoming because the sample locations are
separated vertically by distances of 50 to 300 m. The sodium chloride con-
centrations of one sample from the interface between the Wanapum and Grande
Ronde in-borehole DC-15 is transitional between the concentrations in the °
overlying and underlying formations. This suggests that a mixing zone may
exist between the formations, but spacing of the samples generally prevents
the definition of any such mixing zone, particularly across the contact. In
borehole BC-12 there are no major differences in the sodium and chloride con-
centrations between the Wanapum and Grande Ronde formations. -This lack of
difference is consistent with an interpretation that locally there is consider-
able mixing between these formations. This interpretation based solely on the
hydrochemical data, however, cannot be taken as conclusive.

The degree of vertical mixing between the formations will be difficult teo
reduce if the lateral groundwater flow in adjacent formations is sufficient

to ditute any leakage between formations and mask the hydrochemical evidence
of the mixing. For example, the chloride concentrations in borehole DC-15
range from 10-50 mg/1 in the Wanapum Basalt and from 200-250 mg/1 in the Grande
Ronde Basalt. Vertical leakage from the Grande Ronde to the Wanapum could con-
tribute to as much as 10-20 percent of the total groundwater flow in the
Wanapum before chloride concentrations would be increased to levels above

those characteristic of the Wanapum. The average horizontal transmissivity
and consequently the horizontal groundwater flow within the Grande Ronde Basalt
is approximately 6 percent of that in the Wanapum Basalt. (Transmissfvity 387
ft2/day compared to 6550 ft2/day, see Appendix H). This indicates that the
entire flow of the Grande Ronde could discharge to the Wanapum without an
jdentifiable change in the chloride concentrations in the Wanapum. Therefore,

"although major ion hydrochemical data may not indicate identifiable vertical

leakage between the basalt formations, it should not be concluded that s1gn1f1-
cant vertical leakage does not occur.

4.2 Methane

The analyses of dissolved gases in the groundwaters indicate that methane is
the predominant constituent in the Saddlie Mountains and Wanapum Basalts, com-
prising from 60 to 98 percent of the total dissolved gas. Methane comprises
from <0.01 to 1.6 percent of the total dissolved gas in the groundwater of
the Grande Ronde in boreholes DB-6 and DC-14, but comprises 98 percent of the
total dissolved gas in the Grande Ronde in boreho]e RRL-2.

The delta carbon-13 of the methane ranges from -44 to -66 per mil (PDB). This
suggests that the methane in the groundwater is the result of methanogenic
bacteria which utilize organic geologic material in the interbeds and flowtops
to generate methane (Barker and Fritz, 1981). The difference between the
methane concentrations in the Saddle Mountains, Wanapum and Grande Ronde is
attributed to the less frequent occurrence of interbeds in the Grande Ronde
Basalt with a correspondingly smaller amount of available organic material.

The production of methane in the groundwater can have an important influence

on the interpretation of carbon-14 age dating of the groundwater. This will
be discussed in a following section.
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4.3 Oxygen-18 and Deuterfum

The groundwater in the basalt formations can be categorized into three groups
according- to its delta oxygen-18 and delta deuterium isotopic compositions in
the same way as ‘described for the chemical composition. As is the case for

the major jon chemistry, distinct differences in the delta oxygen-18 and delta
deuterium of the groundwater generally occur between the different basalt forma-
tions. Group I generally represents the shallow groundwaters in the Saddle
Mountains and Wanapum Basalt, and is characterized by delta oxygen-18 of -20.5 -
to -16.5 per mi1 (SMOW) and delta deuterium of ~155 to =135 per mil (SMOW).
Group II generally represents groundwater in the Grande Ronde and is character-
ized by delta oxygen-18 of -15 to 13.5 per mil (SMOW) and delta deuterium of
-135 to ~110 per mil (SMOW). Group III represents the groundwater in borehole
DC-12 and is a transition between the other two groups. Profiles of the delta
oxygen-18 and deuterium in the groundwater in boreholes DC-12, DB-15, DC-6,
DC-14 and DC-15 are shown in Figures 3 and 4.

These profiles indicate distinct differences in the delta oxygen-18 and deute-
rium of the groundwater between the Saddle Mountains and Wanapum Basalt in
DB-15; and distinct differences between the Wanapum and Grande Ronde Basalts

. 1n DC-14 and DC-15. In borehole DC-12, there are no distinct differences

between the Wanapum and Grande Ronde Basalt, and the delta oxygen-18 and deute-
rium values are intermediate between the range of values observed in the other
boreholes.

Although the vertical positions of breaks in the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium
in the groundwater between the different basalt formations are generally con- .
sistent with the breaks in the major ion chemistry (see Figure 2), they are
not identical. For example, the Na-HCOs groundwater in the Saddle Mountains
has an oxygen-18 and deuterium isotopic composition characteristic of Group I.
The RaCl groundwater in the Grande Ronde of boreholes DC-6, 14 and 15 has an
oxygen-18 and deuterium isotopic composition characteristic of Group II. How-
ever, the Na-C1-HCO; groundwater which occurs throughout the Wanapum and in
the Grande Ronde in borehole DC-12 does not have an oxygen-18 and deuterijum
isotopic composition of a particular group. The Na-C1-HCO; groundwater in the
Wanapum in boreholes DC-14 and 15 is characteristic of Group I, whereas the
Na-C1-HCO; groundwater in the Wanapum of DC-12 and DB-15 and the Grande Ronde
of DC-12 is characteristic of Group III.

In the same way that the breaks in the major ion chemistry suggest some degree
of separation of flow in the different basalt formations, the breaks in delta
oxygen-18 and deuterium also suggest some degree of separation of flow.
However, the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium do not provide a more quantitative
indication of the rate of leakage or vertical mixing between the formations.
However, because the differences in delta oxygen-18 between the formations is
no larger than approximately 5 to 6 per mil, vertical mixing could contribute
as much as 10-20 percent of the total flow in adjacent formations before the
delta oxygen-18 in the recefving formation would be identifiably changed.

The delta oxygen-18 and deuterium in groundwater is influenced predominantIy
by the climatic conditions which prevailed during recharge of precipitation
to the groundwater sytem. In theory, it should be possible therefore to use
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the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium data to assist in the 1ntrepretation of the
origin and age of the greundwaters in the different basalt formations.

Origin and age interpretations are generally ambiguous unless major climatic
changes have occurred during the time span of groundwater recharge to the
various zones in the flow system. The delta oxygen-18 and deuterium values

of precipitation, and consequently of recharge to the ‘groundwater system, will
be lower (more negative) in cold climatic conditions and in areas of high
elevation. A decrease of 1°C in the mean annual temperature would result in a

- decrease of approximately 0.7 per mil in the mean delta oxygen-18 of precipita-

tion and a decrease of approximately 6 per mil in the mean delta deuterium
(Dansgaard, 1964). Mean values of delta oxygen-18 in precipitation in moun-
tainous areas can decrease by from 0.15 to 0.5 per mil per 100 meter increase
in elevation, while delta deuterium can decrease by 1 to 4 per mil (Gat, 1980).
Consequently, if the delta oxyger-18 and deuterium of groundwater is found to
be less (more negative) than the present precipitation in the suspected
recharge areas, it may indicate -that the groundwater has recharged at a time
vwhen climatic conditions were colder or that it recharged at a higher eleva-
tion than suspected. Evidence that groundwater recharged during different
climatic conditions (such as during the last glaciation) may provide informa-
tion on the age of the groundwater. Similarly, evidence that the groundwater
recharged at a particular elevation may suggest locations where groundwater
recharged. -

The delta oxygen-18 and deuterium of the groundwaters at the Hanford site should
be evaluated with due consideration of the isotopic composition of both present
and past inputs to the groundwater system in order to evaluate the possible
origins and ages of the groundwaters in the basalt formations. Information on
the isotopic composition of present inputs to the groundwater systems can be
derived from the analysis of the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium of the precipita-
tion or irrigation water in the suspected recharge areas. Information on the
isotopic compositions of past input to the groundwater systems can be estimated
based on the elevation and paleoclimatic conditions which may have existed in
the suspected recharge areas. No such information_on the isotopic composition
of present or past input to the groundwater system is presented in the SCR.
Consequently, it is not possible, at this time, to evaluate the possible origins
and ages of the groundwaters in detail using the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium
fsotopic data. .

The delta oxygen-18 and deuterium of the groundwaters can also be altered by
{sotopic exchange with minerals in the groundwater system. The potential for
jsotopic exchange must be considered together with data on the isotopic composi-
tion of inputs to the groundwater system in order to evaluate the origin and
age of the groundwaters using the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium data. The
delta oxygen-18 of groundwater can be increased (to more positive values) by
exchange with silicate or carbonate minerals in the basalt formations. The
elevated temperatures (50°-60°C) and suspected long residence time for ground-
water in the Grande Ronde Basalt would enhance the potential for delta oxygen-18
isotopic exchange between the groundwater and minerals in the basalt. The
delta deuterium of groundwater can be increased by exchange with hydrogen
sulfide in the groundwater. This process would seem unlikely in the ground-
waters at the Hanford site, because hydrogen sulfide was not reported in the
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grouﬁdwaters. However, there is no indication in the SCR as to whether or not
Hp,S analyses were conducted on any of the groundwater samples.

The following is an example of the type of interpretation which may be possible
using the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium isotopic data from the Hanford site,
but which has not been presented in the SCR. Delta oxygen-18 and deuterium
data are generally presented in a plot of delta deuterium versus oxygen-18.

The delta deuterium-delta oxygen-18 relationship for groundwater from the
basalt formations at the Hanford-site and for springs emerging from the Saddle
Mountains Basalt in the Rattlesnake Hills is shown in Figure 5. This relation-
ship 1s shown together with the Global Meteoric Water Line defined by Craig
(1961). Most groundwaters will plot along or close to this 1ine unless they
have been influenced by isotopic exchange processes (Fritz and Frape, 1982). .
The springs in the Rattlesnake Hills plot along the meteoric waterline, '
vwhereas the groundwaters from the basalt formations are shifted to the right
of the meteoric wateriine. Although isotopic data for present precipitation

in Hanford area are not available, the springs in the Rattlesnake Hills pro-
vide an indication of the isotopic composition of the present inputs to the
local groundwater system. The springs in the Rattlesnake Hills have tritium
activities of 10 to 100 T.U. and therefore represent water that contains

- appreciable percentages of water that entered the groundwater system since 1953.

The delta oxygen-18 and deuterium of the groundwater 1ikely differ from those . N
of the springs in the Rattlesnake Hills and from the meteoric waterline due to I
differences in the climatic conditions which prevailed during their recharge.

Groundwaters in the basalt formations generally have tritium activities of
less than 1 T.U. and represent water which has recharged to the basalt prior
to 1953. Based on the measured hydraulic conductivities and hydraulic gradi-
ents in the basalt formations and the distances from the suspected recharge
areas, the groundwaters in the basalt formations could be thousands of years
old, and could have recharged under very different climatic conditions than
those presently prevailing in the Hanford area. For example, the delta
oxygen-18 and deuterium of the groundwater in the Saddle Mountains and Wanapum
Basalt in boreholes DB-15, DC-14 and DC-15 (Group I) are less than (more nega-

2]

- tive) those of the springs in the Rattlesnake Hills. This suggests that these

groundwaters may have recharged to the basalt at a time when a colder climate
prevailed, or in an area of higher elevation. Similarly, although the delta
oxygen-18 values for the Group II waters are shifted to the right of the
meteoric waterline, the delta deuterium values for the Group II groundwaters
may suggest that these groundwater recharged at a time when climatic condi-
tions were similar to those at present in the Hanford area. The increase in
delta oxygen-18 (shift to the right) for the Group II waters may have resulted
from exchange with minerals in the basalt formations. The Group III ground-
waters may represent waters which recharged at a time when climatic conditions
were intermediate between those for the Group I and Group II waters, or may
represent the mixing of the shallow Group I groundwaters and deeper Group II
groundwaters in the area of borehole DC-12.

In order to develop a detailed evaluation of the origins and ages of ground-
waters in the basalt formations using the delta oxygen-18 and deuterium iso-
topic data, it will be necessary to consider the data in light of the paleo-
climatic and paleohydrologic conditions which prevailed during recharge, and
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the locations of probable recharge areas. The integration of the oxygen-18
and deuterium isotopic data within a suitable paleoclimatic and geographic
framework has not been presented in the SCR. The paleoclimatology of interest
is that of the Quaternary Era. The necessity for consideration of Quaternary
paleohydrology ts provided §n NRC.rule 60.1.2.2.

4.4 Carbon-14 Age Dating

The carbon-14 age dating of groundwater is based on the assumption that the
initial carbon-14 activity of dissolved carbon in the groundwater is estab-
lished during recharge to the groundwater flow system, and since that time
only radioactive decay results in a decrease in the carbon-14 activity of the
carbon in the groundwater. This assumption allows the measured carbon-14
activity of a groundwater to be related to the time elapsed since recharge,
or age of the groundwater. There are, however, a number of geochemical pro-
cesses which can occur in the groundwater or during sampling to affect the
carbon-14 activity measured in the groundwater. The processes which occur in
the groundwater generally act to add carbon with low carbon-14 activity to
the groundwater, and thereby reduce the carbon-14 activity of the groundwater
and increase its apparent age. Consequently, a variety of corrections can be
applied to "uncorrected" or analytical carbon-14 ages to account or "correct"

for the effects of processes which yield dead carbon (Fritz et al., 1979).

None of the geochemical models that are described in the literature were devel-
oped specifically for application to groundwater that moves through strati-
graphic sequences composed primarily of basalt. v

The contamination of the groundwater samples by atmospheric carbon dioxide
during sampling will add carbon with a high carbon-14 activity to the ground-
water, and thereby increase the carbon-14 activity of the groundwater and
decrease its apparent age. It is not possible to "correct" carbon-14 ages to
account for this contamination.

The carbon-14 ages presented in the SCR have been corrected to account for the
addition of dead carbon to the groundwater from carbonate mineral dissolution.
They have not been corrected in a manner that accounts for the effect of
carbonate-mineral precipitation. The SCR suggests that carbonate precipita-
tion occurs within some of the basalt layers. There is another geochemical
process which can add dead carbon to the groundwater and increase the analyti-
cal carbon-14 ages, which has not been addressed in the SCR. Barker et al.
(1979) indicate that methanogenesis by bacteria in deep groundwaters can
result in a substantial dilution of the carbon~14 activity in the groundwater
by the addition of "dead" carbon (low carbon-14) from geologic organic mate-
rial utilized by the bacteria. This addition of dead carbon to the ground-
water will résult in anomalously old carbon-14 ages. ‘

Dissolved gas analyses of the groundwaters at the Hanford site indicate signi-
ficant methane production occurs in the Saddle Mountains and Wanapum Basalts.
The delta carbon-13 of the methane indicates that it is of biogenic origin.
Biogenic methanogenesis is further evidenced by significant enrichments

. (increases) in the delta carbon-13 of the dissolved carbon in the groundwaters

which contain large concentrations of methane. Vertical profiles of delta
carbon-13 in the dissolved carbon are shown in Figure 6.
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Methane concentrations in the groundwater in the Grande Ronde are substan-

tially lower, and there is generally no enrichment in delta carbon-13 in these
groundwaters.

Based on the potential influence of metﬁanogeﬁsis on the énalytica] carbon-14
ages, it may be anticipated that the carbon-14 ages for the groundwaters from

:?e Saddle Mountains and Wapapum Basalts could be anomalously old because of
gure 6 :

the high concentrations of methane in these formations, whereas the carbon-14
ages for the Grande Ronde Basalt may be more representative of the actual
groundwater age. Indeed, uncorrected carbon-14 ages as young as 11,400 years
were determined for groundwater in the Grande Ronde (from data collected at

the BWIP Workshop, July 1982). Any corrections for the addition of dead carbon
to the groundwater would tend to decrease the carbon-14 ages for the Grande
Ronde groundwaters. This contradicts the carbon-14 ages reported in the SCR,
which indicate a mean corrected carbon-14 age of >32,000 years for the Grande
Ronde groundwater. The SCR also indicates mean corrected carbon-14 ages of
17,000 years and 25,000 years for the Saddle Mountains and Wanapum respectively.

The occurrence of the youngest carbon-14 ages in the Grande Ronde is contrary
to the expected groundwater age relationships in the basalt. This casts con-
siderable doubt on the applicability of carbon-14 &dges in determining relative
groundwater ages at the Hanford site. Barker et al. (1979) present several
models for the correction of carbon-14 ages to account for the effects of
methanogenesis, and it is suggested that application of such models be con-
sidered for use at the Hanford site.

There is the possibility that these young carbon-14 ages for the groundwaters

in the Grande Ronde are due to contamination by atmospheric carbon dioxide
during sampling. The low bicarbonate concentrations in the Grande Ronde ground-
waters necessitate the collection and treatment of large volumes of groundwater
for the carbon-14 analyses. Such contamination would result in anomalously
young carbon-14 ages. The possibility of this type of contamination is an
jmportant consideration that is not addressed in detail in the SCR.

5 CONCLUSIONS

1. The hydrochemistry sections in the SCR pertaining to characterization,
origin, age and mixing of groundwaters at the Hanford site are not pre-
sented in a format of the type that is normally considered to be accept-
able for scientific evaluation. The most serious deficiencies in the
SCR presentations include: a lack of description of methods by which
the boreholes were prepared for water sampling and of the sampling and
analytical methods, a lack of presentation of the basic data in the SCR
even though there is not a cumbersome amount of data from the depth
zones of main interest, and a lack of unbiased graphical summaries of
data in a manner that is conducive to assessment of the hydrochemical
conclusions in the SCR.

2. Based on informal information pertaining to the sampling and analytical
methods acquired at the BWIP Hydrogeology Workshop in July 1982 and on
tistings obtained at this meeting of much of the basic data, it is con-
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cluded that a moderate amount of useful hydrochemical data have been _
obtained from the Hanford site. In spite of some uncertainties relating
to the influence of drilling fluids and sampling methods, it is reason-
able. to expect that the major ion data, stable isotope data tritium data
and gas data have adequate integrity for the main interpretive purposes.

In future drilling, the use of drilling mud should be avoided so that
more detailed geochemical characterizations of the groundwater can be
accomplished with less uncertainty.

Except for the shallowest basalt unit, the number of boreholes from which
hydrochemical data have been obtained is small, and the geographic loca-
tions of the deep holes are not well suited for evaluation of hydrochemi-

 cal conditions across the study area. The vertical positions of sampling

zones in the boreholes are generally far apart relative to the spacing -
that would be needed.to assess vertical leakage or mixing between forma- '
tions. There are few or no hydrochemical data available for the least

permeable zones in the stratigraphic sequence.

Groundwater in the basalt formations at the Hanford site varies in general
chemical composition from a Na-HCOg type water in the Saddle Mountains to \
& Na-C1 type water in the Grande Ronde. In the SCR this variation is
interpreted as representing a hydrochemical evolutionary sequence in

which Na-HCO3; water represents the youngest water and the Na-Cl1 water
represents the oldest water. This type of evolutionary sequence has been
used in the interpretation of many groundwater flow systems in sedimentary
deposits in several regions of the world, -but generally in situations

where there is a large increase in the total dissolved solids and a marked
increase in chloride concentrations. Such increases have not been observed
at the Hanford site. The origin and release rates of chloride in deep .
groundwater at the Hanford site have not been established and have not

been related to the hydrochemical evolutionary sequence.

In the hydrochemical interpretations presented in the SCR, the possible
effects of matrix diffusion on the major fon and jsotope distributions
are not evaluated, nor are the hydrochemical influences of mineral coat-
ings on fracture surfaces assessed.

The SCR makes reference to hydrochemical information on four deep boreholes
at the Hanford site. The profiles of major ions and oxygen-18 and deute-
rium concentrations from these holes are variable from one hole to the
next. In DC-14 and DC-15, there are considerable differences in concentra-
tions between the Wanapum and the Grande Ronde Formations. The SCR con-
cludes that these differences indicate the groundwater flow systems in
these two formations are separate. It is the opinion of the NRC staff
that the precise degree of leakage between formations (vertical mixing)
cannot be ascertained from the existing hydrochemical data. Vertical mix-
ing between adjacent formations will be difficult to deduce because dilu-
tion will mask the hydrochemical evidence of mixing. Interpretations
regarding vertical mixing must consider hydrau]ic gradients and hydraulic
conductivities in the formations in question in order to offer a possibil-
ity for definitive interpretations.
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In the hydrochemical sections of the SCR, arguments in support of the con-
" clusions regarding separation of groundwater zones are based only on hydro-
chemical data. These conclusions are very speculative. Borehole DC-12
exhibits no major shifts in major jons and. isotopes from Wanapum to the
Grande Ronde. This hydrochemical information, if used in the same manner
as other hydrochemical borehole data are used in the SCR, could be taken
as supporting a conclusion that there is 1ittle or no degree of local

flow system separation between these two formations.

8. Uncorrected carbon-14 ages as young as 11,400 years were determined for -
groundwater samples from the Grande Ronde (from data received at the BWIP
Hydrogeology Workshop). Correction of these dates to account for geo-
chemical effects will tend to decrease the carbon-14 ages. This contra-
dicts the carbon-14 ages reported in the SCR, which are 1isted as having
a mean age of greater than 32,000 years. The SCR reported mean corrected
ages of 17,000 and 25,000 years for the Saddle Mountain and Wanapum,
respectively. These carbon-14 ages may be much older than the actual
groundwater ages due to the effect of methanogenesis in these formations.
Methanogenesis in these two formations is a process that renders the
carbon-14 ages d1ff1cu1t or impossible to interpret in terms of actual
groundwater age.
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sawrLe| oEpru] 8'%0 | 82w | B'3c | Mce ] Mc | M | CH4 F ¢t | N [ Hcos
UNIT NUMBER| (m) (%3! (g(‘%gv (?:/nog {Yeors) (M“’:' (T.U.) {(Mole®)| (mg/L) | (mg/L) | (mg/L) | (mg/L)
Rattlesnake R. 79-17 | 46-68 | -17.2 | -152 -13.1 10.8 '
79-22 -17.1
Selah 79-20 -12.6 06
79-35 | 113-129| -17,9 | -150 -23.8 0.09
Cold Creek 79-27_| 155-188} -17.8 | -152 0.0
] 79-33 -17.9 | -155 -15.5 0.11
Umatilla 79-8 195-208] -17.1 - | _-6.5
79-15 -17.2 | -150 -8.4
79-38 -17.5
79-39 -17.3 | -153 26,300 | 3.77
Mabton 79-26 | 233-258] -17.5 | -149 '
79-31 | 233-258| -17.2 | -151 -3.9
Priest Rpd. #1 79-51 | 262-295] -14.6 | -135 +10.4 0.25 22 117 171 115
79-61 -14.8 | -131 +1.5 !
79-92 -15.0 | -146
Priest Rpd. #2 79-85 -14.9 +8.2 0.19 _
Priest-Roza 79-99 -14.9 -129
Roza 79-68 | 319-337] -15.0 | -120
79-80 -14.8 +15.9 | 23,760 | 5.17 | 0.15
Frchmn. Spr. #2 79-90 | 396-409] -15.4° | -130 89.8 17 95 166 140
Frchmn. Spr. 43 80-35 -14.9 | -131 -16.0 {>32,000| 1.9 0.11 :
‘ 80-41 -15.1 | <131 +16.0 |>32,000<1.95 | 0.17
Frchmn, Spr. #4 80-24 -15.2 | -132__| +11.6 |27,670 | 3.2
80-74 | 424-440{ -15.0 | -132 +11.6 | 27,670 | 3.18 94,4 20 108 109
Frchmn. Spr. #5 80-77 | 441-466] -15.4 | -132 +13.3 |>30,000 {<2.4 0.09
80-42 | 441-466 | 909 | 17 102|162 148
Frchon. Spr. 16 80-1 479-513| -16.0 | -129 +11.6 27,800 | 3.1 0.04 93.8 20 105 4 114

*Uncorrected
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(e (309) | (/20) | trears) | (% y | (7.0 |(Mote )| (mo/L) | (mosL) | (mase) | (mg/L)
Grande Ronde 80-161 | 657-730 35 113 229 61 ¢
80-191 | 730-822] -13.9 | -114 | -18.0 {19,070 | 9.3 | o0.09 22 297 350 85
80-186 | 730-822| -13.9 | -115 | -18.0 0.04
80-118 | 912-938| -13.5 { -110 | -21.3 -0.06 42 166 310 62
81-82 [988-1075| -14.5 | -125 0.01 36 289 360 42
80-37 f1076-116d -14.3 | -125 | -23.8 [>20,000| < 8.26 | -0.01 39 96 219
79-57 [1125-1139 -14.3 | -125...] -23.3 |>23,000| < 5.69 | -0.01 31 108 212 17
81-45 [1269-1324 -14.1 | -128 | -15.8 | 11,440 | 21.0 | -0.20 242
79-58 -14.4 | -135 -23.2 {16,790 | 12.32 | +0.1
79-91 -14.5 | -127 4 »
80-29 -14.5 | -125 | -23.8 |>20,000} < 8.3 | -0.01
80-15 -13.4 | -120 0.12
80-238 -15.1 | -131 -26.4 113,380 | 18.8 | -0.13
81-18 -16.2 | -135 0.04 !

*Uncorrected
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UNIT samrLE | pepTn| 3'%0 | 8% | 3'3c Hce ';P 34 CHq F c No HCO3
. NUMBER| (m) (g‘ow (g,"%“’” (‘,’,"?g {Years) (M“',m) (Y.0.) |(Mole®%)| (mg/L) | (mg/L) | (mg/L) | {ma/L)
Priest Rpd. 80-80 |371-382] -15.8 | -139 | +12.8 |~27,7%0 | 3.2 | -1.n1 ‘
. 80-62 | 3n1-382| 95.9 10 103 142 115
Priest-Roza 80-100 | 405-416] -15.8 | -13a | +15.2 | >32,000] < 1.9 | 0.42
80-63 | 405-416 A [ 94.1 9 97 123 115
Roza-Frchmn . 80-97 |493-513| -15.9 ] -136 | +14.8 | >34,000] < 1.45| 0.34
80-73 | 493-513 ' 8 105 126 118
Frchmn. Spr. #2 80-32 -15.6 | -133.] +8.0 | 26,415 3.7 1.16:
Frchmn. Spr. #5 80-82 -15.6 | -13a | +12.8 | 27,660 3.18 | 0.59
Frchmwn, Spr. #8 80-124 | 625-634| -16.8 | -140 | +15.2 ] 29,300 ] 2.60
-80-102 | 625-634 10 102 135 17
Grande Ronde 80-234 -16.1 | -136 | +2.5 | 15,030] 15.3 | 9.27 ,
Grande Ronde #4 80-174 | 733-746| -16.4 | -132 | -24.8 | 22,670| 5.9 4.10 1 128 148 114
Grande Ronde #6 - 80-209 | 859-867] -16.2 -135% +3.6 19,440 8.9 2.10
80-233 | 859-867 . 11 117 163 123
Grande Ronde #10 | 81-61 | 935-961] -16.4 | -136 | +20.7 | 17,240| 11.7 | 0.16 13 131 161 78

*Uncorrected-
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sampLE| oeptn| 8'%0 | 824 | 8% e | ¢ 3 CHa F ct Na HCO3
UNIT NUMBER|  (m) o/00) | (820 (0/00) | (vears) | (, 7% y 1 (T.U) [(Mole%)| (ma/L) | (ma/L) | (ma/L) | (mo/L)
£lephant Mtn, 80-3 | 119-129| -18.4 | -147 -11.6 | 23,940| 5.1 0.10 '
Rattlesnake R. 80-53 | 150-161) -19.1 | -155 -11,0| 26,060} 3.8 | -0.08
Selah 80-47 -19.3 | -155 -11.6 | 24,460 | 4.7 0.07
80-85. | 214-233| -19.1 | -155 -11.6 | 24,460 4.74 | 0.07
Huntzinger 80-69 c17.8 | _-150 -12.8 | >32,0000 < 1.9 | 0.12 -
80-89 -17.8 | -149 -12.6 | >28,0000 < 3,05 0.76
Umatilla 80-99 -17.9| -151-| -12.7 | >34.000 < 1.45| 0.23
Mabton 80-71_| 295-330| -18.0 | -148 -11.4] 23,475 5.3 | 1.23
Priest Rpd. 80-136 -19.1 | -152 -12.2 ] 32,150 | 1.82 ! -0.03
‘ 80- 144 -19.6 | -152 | -12.2{ 32,150 | 1.82
80-189 | 365-371] -19.6 | -151 -12.1 | 34,0000 < 1.45 1.0 6.3 65 156.
Roza 80-112 | 394-409| -19.5 | -151 -12.2 | 28,110 3.0 0.63
80-168 | 394-409 ' 0.9 6.9 61 147
Squaw Cr. 80-183} 451-462] -19.2 | -151 -12.8 | 30,250 ). 2.3 0.37 :
80-157 | 451-462 ‘ 22 | 10 | 73 131
Frchmn, Spr. #2 80-155 | 480-497| -19.4 | -149 -12.4 |. 29,500 | 2.5 0.04__|< 0.01 2.2 6.9 76 112
Frchmn. Spr. #3 80-104 | 500-521] ~-19.4 | -151 -12.3 | 24,630 4.6 1.8 5.6 80 110
80- 148 -20.4 | -151 -12.3
Frchmn, Spr. 44 80-129 | 528-555| -18.8 | -153 -12.5 | >32,000, < 1.85] 0.22 2.3 5.8 15 102
Frchmn. Spr. #5 80-170 -19.4 | -152 -12.7 { >30,000] < 2.4 | 1.45
Frchmn. Spr. 46 80-117 -18.6 | -148 -12.9 | >34,000] <1.45] 0.02
Frchmn. Spr. #7 80-213 -16.0 | -136 -19.7 | 25,220 | 4.3 0.26
Grande Ronde #7 81-44 | 969-983| -14.1 | -121 -19.9 1 17,090 11.9 | 1.38 47 238 325 91
Grande Ronde 18 81-21 -17.2 | -1a5 -13.9 ] 23,600 | 5.4 2.13
Untanum 81-30 [936-958| -13.1 | -114 -17.3 L) 231 316 11
Grande Ronde 81-20 ~-14.8 -127 -16.2 | 17,260 1.6 1.81 .
80-236 | 646-681 24 n 161 113

*Uncorrected -
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, sampLe | oeptu| 8'%0 | 82n | 8'%c Moo | M 3u || CHa F ¢ Na HCO3
unI v - | numeer] tm) | (0709) | (3£00) | (%/08) | tYears) | (gt | (T-U)|(Mote%)| (mo/L)| (ma/L) | (ma/L) | (ma/L)
Grande Ronde 80-141| 973-984 - _ 50 258 | 343 38
) 80-42 44 247 316 g4
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NI sampLe | oeptn| 8'00 82u 83 Hce ':/c 34 CH4 F c No HCO3
NUMBER| (m) (gﬁw (24%0 (‘,’,’o"g (Years) (”“‘" (T.U) [(Mote®)| (mgsL) | (mg/L) | (mg/L) | (mg/L)
Levey 80-56 | 87-95 -17.3 | -145 -13.3 ]| 20,580} 7.7 0.16 :
Rattlesnake R. 80-54 1133-150]  -17,4 | -145 =16.2 | 24,375 4.8 0,28
Cold Creek 80-57 | 220-234| -17.1 -141 +4.1 237,0000 < 1.0 0.14 82.5_
Mabton 80-87 | 310-324| -16.8 -138 +14.5 | 36,200 1.10 | 0.35 96.7
Priest-Roza 80-137 -17.2 -136 +0.3 26,450 3.2
Roza 80-176 | 372-394| -17.1 =139 ‘*:23.350 5.4 0.42 87.9 4
80-197 | 372-394 | - - 1 47 91 106
Frchen. Spr. #2 80-149 -17.2 -137 -9.4 0.87
80-135 | 416-420 | -17.5 -137 -9.4 27,000 3.4 0.89 80.0 | 9 40 98 118
Frchmn. Spr. #4 80-120 | 469-485: -17.4 | -137 -5.2 >34,000] < 1.5 4.61 65.7 11 45 102 145
Frchmn, Spr. #5 80-108 ) -17.3 -137° -17.4 | >32,000{< 1.85 0.44 .
80-131 | 529-559 ] -16.5 -137 =17.0 | >30,000/< 2.38 0.44 0.14 12 65 117 100
Frchmn. Spr. #6 80-114 | 559-575| -17.4 -139 -22.1 | >33,000|< 1.64 0.69 0.35
. 80-193 ~17.4 -139 «22.1 | >33,000{< 1.6 0.69 :
Grande Ronde #2 81-2 -14.5 -124 -31.3 | 12,520 21.0 3.80
81-41 -14.2 -122 | -25.5 ] 16,010 13.6 0.90
Grande Ronde #7 81-27 |[902-949 | -13.5 ~114 -31.5 | 22,450 6.2 0.63 33 189 260 51
81-33 -13.0 -123 -20.4 0.81 ‘
Grande Ronde #10 81-64 |989-1004 -13.3 =111 -28.8 { 17,700 11.4 1.48 24 308 362 64
Grande Ronde #11 _81-96 |1006-1040 -13.4 =111 ‘'0.64 23 210 27 -B6
Grande Ronde 81-46 | 808-823 . 18 183 | 229 65

*Uncorrected
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1 INTRODUCTION ‘ _

This appendix addresses the question of the accuracy of head measurement in
gore¥oles using packer techniques, with specific application to the Hanford
asalt flows. ] _

Accurate head measurements are of critical importance in a regiona1 study of a
geohydrologic system because they are used for the following purposes:

o Determination of head gradients so that the d1rect1on of flow (vertically
~ and horizontally) can be determined in the undisturbed state..

0 Calibration of steady-state models for later use in performance analysis.

() Evaluaiton and calibration fo the transient behavior of the system (by
observ1ng the long-term fluctuation of heads due to natura] and induced
vchanges in the systenm). .

Because gradients and fluctuations tend to be small in locations Tike the
Hanford site, the spot head values must be obtained with considerab]e ‘
accuracy. .

Head measurements at the Hanford site have been made during the drill-and-test
sequence by packing-off sections of corehole and measuring the fluid pressure
or fluid level in a riser pipe which is open to the formation over the

< packed-off interval (Figure 1). If pressure rather than water level is
measured, it is converted to a head by application of a conversion formula,
taking f]uzd density into account.

There is a possibility that errors may occur in using this testing technique.
Assuming that the test itself is properly conducted, two main sources of error
are still possible. Measured head may differ from the head which existed
before the hole was drilled because:

o Transient head perturbations caused by dr1111ng may not have fully
dissipated.

o  Heads may be different from the original head even at steady state due to
the effects of the open hole immediately above the packer.

This study considers each of these possibilities for the expected ranged of
permeabilities at Hanford.

A wide range of other possible causes of error in this technique of head
measurement are not considered in this study. These other sources of error
are due to less-than-ideal test methods and include:

i
o Improper packer seating
0 Equipment elasticity effects
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0 Errors in pressure measurement ] -
() Errors in conversion of pressure to heads
o Wellbore effects.

2 METHODOLOGY

2.1 System Analyzed

Analyses considered in this appendix have been performed on the same idealized
system. This system is a horizontally layered section, with the layers alter-
nating between low permeability (representing dence basalt) and high perme-
ability (representing flow tops and interflows). Each layer is 10 meters
thick. To simulate conditions at the most critical point (i.e., the repository
horizon), a depth of 1000 meters to 1200 meters below the top of the zone of
saturation has been analyzed. The system analyzed is shown in Figure 2. The
hole diameter chosen for study is 0.1 m (4 in.). The packer, 4 meters in
Iengtgégés set in a low-permeability unit between depths of (effectively) 1100
m to m.

-2.2 Analytical Evaluation

Various analytical evaluations have been performéd to bound the behavior of
the system. These typically involve analyses of infinite, radial systems,
using the Theis (1935) equation for nonleaky transient analyses.

. 2.3 Numerical Evaluation

In order to more accurately evaluate the condition around a real packer test
in basalt, a series of numerical analyses have been performed using the Golder
Associates' finite-element-method computer code. Each analysis used the same
mesh, details of which are shown in Figure 3. Again, the hole diameter was
taken a 0.1 meters, and the outer boundary was fixed at about 10,000 meters.
Transient analyses were performed to simulate time-dependent behavior of the
system, while steady-state analyses were performed to evaluate equilibrium
conditions. Table 1 shows the ranges of parameters used in the various
analyses. Assumed values of horizontal hydraulic conductivity are consistent
with test results reported by DOE for the Pasco Basin. Vertical hydraulic
conductivities are based on generic information relating to the anisotropic
characteristics of basalt.

Two different sets of boundary conditions were used on the upper and lower

planes of the modeled domain: fixed head and no flow. This set of conditions
bounds the actual case. - . .
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Table 1 - Parameters Used in Numerical Ané1ysis

HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITIES

meter/da ANALYSIS PERFORMED
YER LOW K LAYE
Horiz. Vert. Horiz. Vert. Steady State Transient
1l 1 1 1 X
1 10 10-¢ 10-8 X X
1 10 10-5 10-4 X
1 "~ 10 10-¢  10-5 X
1 10 10-7 10- X X
6.1 1 10-¢ 10-5 X
3 RESULTS

3.1 Steady- State Results

The steady-state results i1lustrate the effect which the open drillhole above
the packer has upon the head in the packed-off section. In order to stress
the system in such a way as to make any effect obvious, the outer boundary of
the analysis region was subjected to an upward head gradient of 1 percent. ‘As
the center fo the packed-off zone is at 1105 meters below the phreatic
surface, the head at this point, before the hole was drilled, would be 11.05
meters above the phreatic surface. o ,

The head which would exist at equilibrium in the drill hole above the packer
is the average of the upper 1098 meters of hole which is open. This head is

approximately 5.49 meters above the phreatic surface, and this head was fixed
at the hole boundary.

Results of the analyses of steady state flow are presented in Table 2. All
heads are expressed as a distance above the phreatic surface.

While Table 2 does not have great generality, it does indicate that the

head measured in the packed-off section represents a combination of the effects
of the undisturbed head at that elevation and of the head in the open hole
above. For systems with very low vertical permeabjlities in dense basalt, the
error fnduced by this effect is negligible. This would be true at Handord for
dense-zone vertical permeabilities of 10-5 meters per day (10-1° meters per
second) or less. For dense-zone vertical permeabilities above about 10-% meters
per day (10-° meters per second), this effect becomes significant, with more
than 10 percent of the difference between the head in the hole and the original
head apperaring in the measured head. The effect depends to some extent upon
the horizontal permeability and thickness of the flow-top. This study shows
that the errors induced by the open hole above the test section can be signif-
icant, even at steady state.
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- Tab]e 2 - Results of Steady State Analysis

HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITIES .~ HEAD IN {PERCENTAGE
émeter/dax! PACKED-OFF INFLUENCED BY
HIGH K LAYER _ LOW K LAYER SECTION (Hp) HEAD IN HOLE (P)
Horiz.  Vert. Horiz.\ Vert. . (Meters) (See Note 1)
(2) - (3) (2) (3)
' 1 1 1 1 9,22 (8.45) 33 (47)
1 10 10-% 10-3 10.11 _ (8.97) 17 (37)
1 10 10-6 10-5 10.78 (10.74) 5 (6)
1 10 10-7 10-¢  10.97 (10.98) 1 (1)
0.1 1 10-% 10-5  10.45 (9.60) 11 (22)

NOTES: (1) The influene of the head in the hole above the packed-
off section is expressed as a percentage influence where:
H =H_+ P/100 (H ) '
H head (abovePthe Bhreatic sur?ace) in packed-off section
Hg head (above the phreatic surface) in hole = 5.49 m
Hb head (above the phreatic surface) at far boundary = 11.05 m
P~ = percentage influence of hole.

(2) values from analyses with no-flow boundaries at top and bottom of
, analyzed domain.

(3) Values in brackets taken from analyses with fixed heads at top and bottom
of anaiyzed domain. -t

3.2 Transient Results -

. The transient analyses performed using the finite-element model began
initially with the head in the drill hole elevated 100 meters above the
original ground water table, with all heads at steady-state. This situation
is equivalent to having an open hole filled to approximate ground surface
with water, for an infinite time before the packer test was performed. The
boundary condition at the outer boundary was the same 1¥ upward head gradient
used in the steady-state analysis. .

At t = 0, the packer is introduced into the bottom of the hole, and the water -
Jevel in the hole is allowed to return to its equilibrium level. The head in
the packed-off section is then monitored. The results of this decaying excess
head are shown in Figure 4, for both the high and low hydraulic conductivity
cases described in Table 1 The process was performed for both no-flow and
fixed-head top and bottom boundaries with similar results.
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The head-takes about 50 days to approach equilibrium in both cases. Evaluation
of the detailed printout shows that this in the time taken for the pressure
reduction to reach the boundary; the equilibration time would be longer if the
model boundary were further way from the drill hole. Figure 5 shows the head
distribution with distance away from the well, as a function of time, for

both the high and low vertical conductivity cases with no-flow top and bottom
boundaries. The fixed-head boundary case is shown in Figure 6.

Clearly, the system analyzed is somewhat extreme, as it assumes that the well
overpressure has been applied for infinite time before the packer is

inserted. To assess the impact of shorter periods during which the hole is
charged, a simple analytical solution of the system was performed assuming
that nonleaky flow occurs in the high permeability strata (equivalent to zero
vertical hydraulic conductivity in the dense basalts). The results of this
analysis are the displayed in Figure 7, together with the finite~element

- analysis results for low hydraulic conductivity situation. The conclusions
which can be drawn from this analysis are that the time which the hole has been

charged is important, and that the value of the vertical hydraulic conductivity

o: the dense basalts exerts a major influence upon the rate of equilibration of
the test.

4 CASE EXAMPLES

~ There are & few case examples which allow field evaluation of the accuracy of

head measurement using packer technology in a highly-confined, layered flow

system. Two examples are cited below: ' ,

0 An example of head-testing during drilling at BWIP followed by permanent
completion using mu1t1p1e piezometers.

o An example of head-testing dur1ng drilling at-an o0il shale project 1n
Colorado followed by a permanent completion.

4.1 Testing of Heads at Hanford Well ARH-DC-1

Well ARH-DC-1 was drilled just north of the 200E waste storage area dn the
Hanford Reservation to a depth of 1,725 meters. The drilling and testing is
described in La Sala and Doty (1971) and was geneya]ly as follows:

o  Drilling began on April 27, 1969. |

o The drilling method was conventional rotary,’ using a1r-mist and aerated
foam for cuttings removal.

o The hole was cased to a depth of 110 meters and left open below, d1ameter
was 250 millimeters.

o Permeability, head, and water-quality testing took place at depths to
. 1,305 meters.
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0 DrilIing was suspended on September 23, 1969.

At a later date, the well was completed by the United States Geo1og1ca1
Survey, at a total of five depths as shown in Figure 8. The comparision
between stable heads measured in these permanent completions and the head
measured during dri11ing ts shown in Figure 9. The plot of water levels
versus time for the piezometers is shown in Figure 10.

Some comments appear warranted. First, the time taken for the piezometers to
settle down appears to be very long. Second, there is an apparent seasonal
fluctuation of the water levels. Third, there appears to be a significant
difference between the piezometer water-levels and the head found during
testing. (Note that the tested heads are consistently lower that the
piezometer values due to the fact that air-mist drilling continually produces
water from the hole, thus lowering regional heads during drilling.) Errors
vary between 1 and 15 meters. Finally, the vertical head gradients which
would be estimated from the data collected during drilling are significantly
different than those which would be estimated from the piezometer data.

4.2 Testing of Heads in the Piceance Basin, Colorado

. This example is drawn from tests which were performed by Golder Associates

during drillign as part of an evaluation of an oil shale mining project in the

Piceance Basin in Colorado during 1974 through-1875 (Arco et al., 1974 et seq.).

Broadly, the program involved:
0 Core drilling using an air-mist drilling techno]ogy

o  Packer testing during drilling using a s1ngle packer. Both mechanical and
inflatable packers were used.

Testing involved shut-in pressure measurement, and withdrawal and injection
permeability tests. Pressures were measured downhole to avoid problems
associated with water level measurements at the surface, and the tool had a
downhole shut-in valve for flow control.

As is usual in an ongoing coring program, there was considerable emphasis to
keep the hydrology testing short. Each test took from 12 to 24 hours, and each
shut-in pressure measurement was continued unitl an apparently stable reading
was obtained, which generally required from a few minutes to two hours.

After the hole was drilled, it was completed with two strings of galvanized
iron pipe, cemented in place. Communication between the formation and the
string was created by explosive perforation in specific intervals. The lower
string completion failed due to blockage caused by inflow of viscous
hydrocarbons (kerogen), but the upper completion remained operational. The
water level in this string finally stabilized six months after completion.

The results of the permeability and head tests for this hole are shown in
Figure 11. The following points are noteworthy:
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"0 - The-heads determined by the packer_testigg.were'quite variable,
especially ‘given the layered sedimentary rock system.

0 The variability has a weak negative torrelation with permeability; the
higher the permeability, the lower the head. Note that during air-mist
drilling water is extracted from the formation, so the head transients
induced in the formation serve to lower the observed head.

0 The actual static head measured in a reliable permanent completion in the
top 250 meters of saturated material was about 10 meters higher than the
average of the relevant packer-test values.

o  The time taken for the head to stabilize in the permanent completion was
in the order of six months in this highly confined system.

On this project, the head system could not be understood or analyzed until the
entire site had been vacated for six months to allow head transients to
dissipate. At that time, however, the head pattern was unambiguous and
entirely in accordance with expected regional groundwater flow patterns. Head
data from packer testing proved to be entirely unuseable.

5.  SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.

This appendix has attempted to evaluate the reliability of head data obtained
by packer-testing methods in single holes. Substantial errors have been shown
. to be possible as a result of: '

0 Transient head-errors induced by drilling; these changes may take months
to dissipate. o

0 Steady-state head-errors in the packed-off zone due to the presence of
the open hole above the packers. '

Both effects can lead to substantial error in estimates of static head at the
the depth. For relatively high vertical-permeability materials both effects
can cause significant cumulative error, while for low vertical permeability
materials the transient effects dominate. For practical ranges of
permeability of Hanford basalts, it appears that enough error would be intro-
duced to cast serious doubt on the value of packer-test results for evaluating
static heads. Based on this study, an error range of £10 meters would appear
to be likely. R

The problems with this method of head measurement are illustrated with two
actual case examples where packer testing was used in relatively low
permeability, layered rocks (oil shale and basalt). No useful. head
inform$tfon was obtained in either case until permanent completions wer
installed. . ‘
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- There findings are important because they suggest that the preéént and planned

approach to head measurement at Hanford will not produce results which will be

useable for the purposes of model calfbration or radionuclide transprot
analyses.
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g HYDROGEOLOGIC MODEL USED IN ANALYSIS Figure 2
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fHﬂTE ELEMENT MESH Figure 3
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PRESSURE IN THE PACKED OFF SECTION

Figure 4
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HEAD DECAY IN THE PACKED OFF STRATUM .
: Figure 5
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RE-EQUILIBRATION DURING A PACKER TEST AT BWIP  Figure 7
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COMPLETION IN DC- | , Figure 8
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PLOT OF WATER LEVEL VERSUS TIME ]
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- HYDROGEOLOGIC DATA INTEGRATION
FOR CONCEPTUAL GROUNDWATER FLOW MODELS

1 INTRODUCTION- R

The following discussion describes a preliminary attempt to integrate existing
hydrogeologic data in the Pasco Basin for the purpose of formulating a concep-
tual flow system model. The goal is not to determine a definitive flow system
mode]l but rather to evaluate whether measured hydraulic parameters and hydraulic
heads can be used to support the overall conceptual model of the Pasco Basin
which has been put forward by DOE in the SCR. This overall conceptual model

is based upon a horizontally-layered flow system consisting of permeable inter-
flow zones (aquifers) separated by relatively low permeability intraflow zones
(confining layers). For a conceptual model to be incorporated into a numerical
model, it must be demonstrated that hydrologic properties of the system are
predictable between measuring points, and that the model is consistent with
measured field data.

For this study an effort is made to define hydrostratigraphic units (HSU's)
based primarily upon geologic data and then to determine whether measured
hydraulic parameters and heads can be used to characterize the HSU's. This
process of identifying HSU's and characterizing their hydrogeologic properties
is usually a prerequisite for developing mathematical flow system models which
can predict processes such as radionuclide transport. Although there is no
standard procedure for accomplishing this task, the overall methodology des-
cribed below is generally applicable in horizontally-layered flow systems such
as exist at Hanford, and is consistent with the approach taken by DOE.

2 HYDROSTRATIGRAPHIC UNITS

2.1 General Definition

The term "hydrostratigraphic unit" was proposed by.Maxey (1964) to describe
"bodies of rock with considerable lateral extent that compose a geologic
framework for a reasonably distinct hydrologic system." Further discussion
of HSU's is given by Carnahan et al. (1982) who describe several additional
characteristics which an HSU should display, including: :

o hydraulic properties which contrast in a uniform way with the properties
of the surrounding units;

0 for the purpose of groundwater modeling, hydraulic properties which are
statistically similar (i.e., predictable) over the extent of the proposed
unit;

0 for continuum analysis, each HSU must be made-up of at least one Represen-
tative Elemental Volume (REV) which behaves as a continuum.

The term "geohydrologic unit" (or hydrogeologic unit) is often used synonymously

with HSU, although Maxey suggests that it should be reserved for use as a more
general descriptive term.
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HSU's are defined primarily for the convenience of one trying to model the
hydraulic behavior of porous media. The thickness, extent, hydraulic
parameters, and other characteristics of an HSU will vary depending upon the
particular requirements of the modeler. However, it is usually assumed that
these characteristics can be determined (i.e., by field measurement) at various
locations within an HSU and then predicted by some method over the remainder
of the HSU.- An evaluation of how this process could be applied to the Pasco
Basin is discussed below.

2.2 Determination of HSU's

In the thick basalt sequence underlying the Pasco Basin, the SCR asserts that
groundwater flow occurs primarily in high permeability flow tops and basal
rubble (interflow zones), which are separated by dense basalt of much lower
permeability (intraflow zones){pages 5.1-198 to 5.1-203).  This conceptual
model predicts essentially horizontal flow with high flux rates in the inter-
flow zones and vertical flow with low flux rates in dense basalt. Since
interflow zones are stratigraphic in nature, it seems reasonable to develop a
conceptual model based on identifiable stratigraphic units.

Hydrostratigraphic units which were chosen for this appendix are shown in
Figure 1, along with the geostratigraphic units to which they correlate.
Geologic units are well defined and can be correlated reliably within the
Pasco Basin. Therefore, it is relatively easy to develop a geologic framework
for the conceptual hydrogeologic model. The resu]ting model is conceptually
similar to a layered sedimentary system model cons1st1ng of alternating
aquifers and aquitards.

A number of the HSU's shown in Figure 1 consist of several basalt flows.
Greater detail was retained near the proposed repository horizon, with three
HSU's defined to represent the Umtanum flow top (El), the dense Umtanum (E2),
and the underlying flow top (E3). The Through Runner Unit of the Sentinel
Bluffs Sequence was selected as an HSU since it is under consideration as a
repository horizon. - .

The selection of HSU's is more or less arbitrary. Different HSU's which may be
equally or more appropriate for modeling the hydrogeologic system could have
been selected. However, the HSU's shown in Figure 1 are used throughout the
remainder of this study. No HSU's above the Mabton (i.e. within the Saddle
Mountains Basalt) are considered because the bulk of hydrogeologic data used in
this study pertains to units in the Wanapum and Grande Ronde Basalts.

3 HYDRAULIC PARAMETERS
3.1 Observed Data

The data used for this study are listed in Table 1. Values of transmissivity
and hydraulic conductivity were taken from RHO data examined during a July
1982 workshop and from Gephart et al. (1979a, 1979b). They generally agree
with the test ranges presented in Figures 5-18 to 5-24 in the SCR, although

- some differences exist. Since specific test results are not presented in the
SCR, it is not possible to determine why some differences between the July
Workshop data and the SCR exist. The SCR contains several test intervals that
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were completed in DC-16A and RRL-2 subsequent to the July workshop. These
results are not included in this study. Values of hydraulic head used in this
study were taken from Figures 5-34 to 5-41 in the SCR and also from Gephart et
. (1979b). ,
Tests to determine hydraulic parameters (primarily transmissivity and horizontal
hydraulic conductivity) were performed by straddling one or more interflows
with packers set in dense basalt. Since dense basalt has low permeability, a
calculated value of transmissivity was assumed to represent only the charac-
teristics of the interflow zone(s). Average horizontal hydraulic conductivity
of an interflow(s) within a test interval was obtained by dividing measured
transmissivity by the thickness of the interflow(s) tested. Total transmissiv-
ity of a hydrostratigraphic unit was obtained by summing the transmissivities
of all interflows within the unit. The effective horizontal hydraulic conduc-
tivity (K,) of interflows within an HSU was calculated by dividing the total
transmiss@vity by the sum of the interflow thicknesses. In this manner, one
value of hydraulic conductivity was determined to represent a particular HSU
at each hole tested.

The distribution of effective hydraulic conductivity for each HSU was plotted
on a base map of the Pasco Basin (see Figures 2A through 2K). Few trends in
the spatial distribution of hydraulic conductivity are discernible by visual
inspection. In most units the data range over several orders of magnitude and
vary spatially in what appears to be an unpredictable pattern.

3.2 Statistical Tests of Differences

Figures 3 and 4 show histograms of total transmissivity and effective hydraulic
conductivity for each HSU. Within most HSU's the hydraulic parameters vary by
several orders of magnitude and it is difficult to visually identify distinct
ranges within the different units.

Since no measurements of the vertical hydraulic conductivities of potential
confining beds are currently available, it is not possible to determine HSU's
on the basis of vertical isolation. However, the degree of vertical isolation
between various HSU's will be an important consideration in choosing HSU's
appropriate for modeling. Significant differences in total transmissivity
and/or horizontal hydraulic conductivity between HSU's constitute another
basis for choosing HSU's. The statistical analysis presented below was
conducted to determine if the HSU's chosen on the basis of stratigraphy also
have characteristic values of measured hydraulic parameters.

The data were analyzed to determine if the differences in the mean values of
log (total transmissivity) and log (effective K,) between proposed hydro-
stratigraphic units were significant. The means '(geometric means), standard
deviations and 95% confidence intervals for the means of the units are shown
in Figures 5 and 6 for transm1ss1v1ty and hydraulic conductivity, respectively.
The 95% confidence interval is:

ms 1.9 _$§
Jn

01/28/83 H-3 BWIP DSCA/APP H/LOGSDON

.
R




-

- .‘4

where m = sample mean
S = sample standard deviation
-n = sample size.’

The probability “that the confidence interval Shown for each unit contains the
actual mean for the unit is 95%. Note that the confidence intervals for adja-
cent units overlap in many cases. '

Additional methods are available to determine if mean effective hydraulic con-
ductivities of assumed HSU's are statistically different from one another,
thereby implying that it may be useful to treat the two units as separate
HSU's. One method of testing differences is the t-test (Blalock, 1972). The
t-test examines the null hypothesis that two population means are the same.
Assuming that the population standard deviations are not different, the test
statistic

™M
vhere m,,m, = means of samples 1 and 2,

1
S - =96 = = 3 and
ml m2 _ nl_ n2 . :

nysNy = size of samples 1 and 2;

2

2
(n,=1)$,° + (n,-1)S
2 - 1 1 2 2 = pooled variance,

S =
n1 + n2 2

where 51 ,S2 = standard deviation of samples 1 and 2;
and degrees'of freedom,

OF = n; +n, - 2,

are calculated. A similar formulation can be developed for cases where it

cannot be assumed that the population standard deviations are not different.
If the computed value of t will occur more than a of the time, where a is the
significance level of the test and refers to the probability of Type .l error

(concluding that the null hyothesis is false when in fact it is a true statement

about the populations sampled), then the null hypothesis is accepted. Tables

of the distribution of t can be found in many statistics references, for example,

Blalock (1972).
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By testing and rejecting the null hypothesis that no difference in mean values
exists between adjacent HSU's, the implication is that the assumed HSU's have
signif1cant1y different va]ues of effective hydraulic conductivity. If the
hypothesis is not reJected no significant difference can be implied.

It was determlned that the null hypothes1s could be rejected at the 5%
significance level for only two pairs of adjacent units: the Mabton and Priest
Rapids units and Grande Ronde A and B units. The conclusion can be drawn that
mean values of effective hydraulic conductivity for these pairs of units are
different with only a 5% chance of being wrong. Al1 other adjacent pairs
tested showed no significant difference in means at the 5% confidence level.
The t-test is sensitive to the sample size and standard deviation, thus the
conclusions relating to statistical differences between units could change if
more sample points are obtained.

In using the t-test it is assumed that the actual distribution of effective.

horizontal hydraulic conductivity within a unit can be described by a log-
normal distribution. This assumption is commonly made in hydrology, and the
histograms of log (effective Kﬁ) shown in Figure 4 do not indicate that some
other distribution would be more appropriate. However, the sample sizes are
small (ng9), so the histograms cannot confirm that the population distribution
is actually log-normal. Other tests, for example the Wald-Wolfowitz runs

test, the Mann-Whitney test and the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test (Blalock, 1972), do
not require the normality assumption. However, since the assumptions are
weaker, these tests are less powerful; that is, there is a higher risk of

Type II error (not concluding that the null hypothes1s is false when in fact it
is not a true statement about the popu1ations)

3.3 Variograms

Variograms are a method of relating the degree of spatial correlation between
measured data points (David, 1977). In a continuously varying system, it can
be expected that measured values of a particular parameter (in this case
horizontal hydraulic conductivity) will correlate hetter as the distance
between measuring points decreases. That is, it is expected that the effective
horizontal hydraulic conductivity values within a partlcu]ar HSU will be more
similar to each other in closely-spaced holes than in widely-spaced holes.
Once a variogram model relating spatial data has been established, it is
possible to interpolate between measured data by a technique ca]led Kriging
(David, 1977). This technique would be valuable in interpolating the charac-
teristics of HSU's between points at which measured values exist. An inter-
polative model is a necessary requirement .in deve]op1ng hydrogeologic models
for performance assessment.

Variograms relate the average distance between test values to the average
squared difference between those values: )

N(h)
1

) 2
= ARy (20 = 23(x+h))
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where

y(h) = variogram value for distance h,

N(h) = number of combinations of values with intervalue distance h,

Zi(x) = value at point x,
Zi(x+h) = value at a point distance h away from x.

Since for uneven]y spaced data only one pair of values might exist at a given
distance, variograms are frequently smoothed. The smoothing method selected
for BWIP data was a moving average over a distance of 20,000 feet.

Variograms graphically illustrate the variability of values in space. WVhere
variograms can be described by an approximately monotonic function, they
indicate spatial correlation, and allow development of realistic spatiaI
models and spatial averages. Where variograms are erratic and non-monotonic,
they indicate that values are not meaningful on the scale of distance used or
that the actual in situ properties are not spatially correlated.

Smoothed var1ograms were calculated using effective horizontal hydraulic
conductivity for the eleven hydrostatigraphic units. Of these, only Grande
Ronde B, which is shown in Figure 7, indicated any spatial correlat1on The
variogram of the Grande Ronde E1 (Umtanum Flow top) shown in Figure 7 is
typical of the units with no spatial correlation. Possible conclusions to be
drawn from these variograms are:

0 representative elemental volumes were not tested (except possibly in the
Grande Ronde B); -

0 effective hydraulic conductivity is spatially uncorrelated;

0 the hydrostratigraphic units used are not appropriate for def1n1tlon of
effective hor1zonta1 hydraulic conductivity. )

The NRC staff believes that the first factor above is the most likely cause of
the lack of spatial correlation.

3.4 Regression Analysis

Two regression analyses were performed to determine whether average horizontal
hydraulic conductivity (in this case for a single test interval) is related to
either depth below ground surface or the thickness of the interflow in which
the value was determined. Qualitatively, it can be expected that depth may be
a factor, because greater depths might result in smaller fracture openings and
greater secondary mineralization, resulting in lower conductivities. It is
also possible that interflow thickness might be a factor if thicker interflows
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have more prominent vesicular and breéciated zones than thinner interflows,
resulting in greater hydraulic conductivity.
A scatter-diagram of average hydraulic conductivity versus depth is shown in
Figure 8. A least-squares linear regression indicates that hydraulic conductiv-
ity is related to depth by the equation:

log KH = 1.7680-0.00094 d,

where d is the depth below ground surface. The correlation coefficient r,
which is a measure of the goodness of fit, is equal to -0.514. A perfect fit
would have r equal to ~1.0 or 1.0. The square of the correlation coefficient
is the amount of total variation in the dependent variable, K,, which is
explained by the independent variable, d. The r2 value of 0.26 for this case
indicates that the linear relationship explains 26% of the observed variation
in K,,. Thus, there appears to be a weak relationship between depth and average
horigonta1 hydraulic conductivity.

The scatter diagram of K Versus interflow thickness (b) is shown in Figure 9.
The following equation rglates the two variables:

Tog Ky = 0.12521-0.00375 b

The correlation coefficient is equal to -0.0694 for this relationship, and the
value of r2 is 0.005. This indicates that there is essentially no relation-
ship between KH and interflow thickness.

4 HYDRAULIC HEAD

Measured (uncorrected)‘hydrauTic heads were tabulated using data from the SCR
and Gephart et al. (1979b). Most measurements were made in packed-off sections
of open boreholes after the hydraulic response had apparently stabilized. :
Vertical hydraulic gradients were calculated by dividing the difference in il
interpolated head values at the midpoints of two adjacent HSU's by the vertical

distance separating the midpoints. A positive value indicates upward vertical

flow potential (see Table 2). These apparent head gradients are shown in

Figures 10A through 10K.

Hydraulic heads in the SCR are uncorrected for temperature and compressibility

effects. It is expected that these effects will not significantly change the

inferred direction of groundwater fiow, since temperature and compressibility

effects should be relatively insignificant between two adjacent HSU's. Thus,

the gradients should be good qualitative indicators of the direction of potential

vertical flow. .-
b .

The calculated gradients are highly variable, with the indicated direction of

vertical flow changing, even within the same hole. This leads one to conclude

that either the vertical flow pattern between the assumed HSU's is very complex

or that the measured heads are not representative of the true formation heads.

In either case, it would probably prove to be a-difficult task to calibrate

groundwater flow models based upon the given heads.
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Based upon this simple analysis of apparent vertical gradients, it appears
essential to demonstrate that the measured heads reflect true formation heads
(see Appendix G). This will probably require the installation of permanent.
head monitoring installations at varying depths.within the same or adjacent
holes.  This would allow representative, time-coincident heads to be measured
and would provide a check on the reliability of heads measured during the
current drill-and-test sequence.

5 CONCLUSIONS ' . . -

It is relatively easy to define hydrostratigraphic units based upon geologic

units. However, it is not apparent, based on existing single~-hole test data,
that characteristic hydraulic parameters can be assigned to the HSU's. Existing
horizontal hydraulic conductivity data indicate wide variations in values

within the assumed HSU's, which are in some cases taken to be individual flow
tops. A lack of corre1at1on of measured character1st1cs of HSU's could be
caused by several factors:

0 inappropriate choice of HSU's;

0 nonrepresentative measurements of HSU properties (i.e. measurements do
not represent a representative elemental volume of the medium);

0 inaccurate measurements of HSU properties;

0 lack of spatial correlation within HSU's (f.e. interflow/intrafliow
characteristics vary unpredictably within -individual HSU's).

This problem is possibly the result of the testing strategy used to determine
hydraulic parameters. The current strategy of determining parameters from
single-hole tests may not be adequate to obtain representative bulk parameter
values. That is, the tests may not be of large enough scale to characterize
representative e.emental volumes. The variability in measured parameters
could be a reflection of the variability of intraflow structures (flow tops,
colonnade/entablature, fanning structures). It currently does not appear that
such structures can be predicted with any confidence even over relatively
short distances (i.e., several hundred meters). A strategy of large-scale
hydraulic testing using pumping wells and observation wells may yield much
more uniform estimates of hydraulic parameters since such tests have the capability
of characterizing a large volume of the flow system.

It is also possible that the data are representative of REV's but that the flow
system is highly heterogeneous. If this is the case, it will be very difficult
to characterize and model the flow system for the purpose of predicting reposit-
ory performance. .

A simple evaluation of measured hydraulic head data also raises questions of the
representativeness of existing data. Vertical head gradients do not seem to fit
into any overall conceptual model of groundwater flow. Rather, they indicate a
complex flow system which would appear to be extremely difficult to duplicate by
a predictive flow system model. This complexity could be the result of the
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method of head measurement (i.e., short-term monitoring in packed-off inter-
vals). The installation of reliable, permanent head monitoring installations

may greatly improve the head data available for calibration of flow system
models. --
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Table 1 Summary of Hydrologic Data

’

EXPLANATION

Hydrostratigraphic Units

MB
PR
RZ
F$
GRA
GRB
GRC
GRD
GRE1
GRE3
GRF

Calcﬁlations

o Effective interflow thickness given by RHO or estimated from RHO borehole logs. If data not available,

Mabton

Priest Raplds

Roza

Frenchman Springs

Grande
Grande
Grande
Grande
Grande
Grande
Grande

Ronde A

Ronde B (Through Runner)

Ronde C

Ronde D

Ronde El1 (Umtanum flow top)
Ronde E3 (flow top below Umtanum)
Ronde F

effective thickness set equal to thickness of test interval.
o Average Ky of Test Interval = Transmissivity/Effective Thickness.

o Total Transmissivity of HSU = Sum of Transmissivity for All Interflows.
o Effective K, of HSU = Total Transmissivity/Sum of Effective Thickness.

Sources ‘'of Data

B-tl

’

o NRC/BWIP Hydrogeology Workshop (July 1982): DB-15, DC~1, DC-2, DC-6, DC-7, DC-12, DC-14, DC-15, DC-16,
~ Ford, McGee, RRL-~2) )

0 Gephart et al (1979a): RSH-1 .

o Gephart et al (1979b): DB-12, DB-13, DC-1

b
‘.
.
i
H
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e
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Table 1 Summary of Hydrologic Data

338,6 349, . 5E-06 |

_ - EFFECTIVE AVERAGE TOTAL EFFECTIVE
HSU  BOREHOLE TEST INTERVAL HEAD TRANSMISSIVITY THICKNESS Fﬁ TRANSMISSIVITY K“
NO. (m below GS) (m MSL)  (m2/day) (m) (m)s) (m2/day) (m/8)
D nB-12 . 114, 3 159.7 1. SE+02 42. 1 >4.ZE-O5 1. SE+102 4, 2E-03
MB DB-13 364.2 393.8 1. BE+02 29.0 7. 1E-05 1. BE+02 " 7. 1E-05
MB pR-19 207.3 297.3 124.0 1. 7E4+02 . 27. 4 7. 1E-05 1. 7E4+02 7. {E-05
MB nc-14 295.4 330.1 149.0 1. 7E+00 4.7 5. 6E-07 1. 7E+00 5. 6E-07
MB DC-~14 A425. 2 a477.9 1268. 1 1. 2E+01 29.3 4, 6E-0b6 1. 2E+01 4, 4E-06
MB RRL-2 413. 7 46%9.4° 127.4 2. 7E-03 13. 2 2. 0E-09 2. 7ZE-03 2. 0E-09
PR pp-12 156. 4 199.0 3. BE+04 42.7 i.OE—OQ 3. BE+04 1. 0E-02
PR DB-!S. 261. 9 295. 4 125.0 2. 2E+02 11.0 2. 4E-04 = 2. 2E+02 2. AE-04
PR nc-12 370.9 382. 2 123. 4 1. 2ZE+01 10. 4 1. 3E-09 1. 2E+01 1. 3E-05
PR DC-14 . 39%°.7 363. 3 150. 6
PR DC-14 364. 9 370. 9 150. 2 2. 7TE+02 4.3 7. 4E-04 2. 7E402 7. 4E-04
PR DC-14 370. 9 387. 4 190. 6
PR DC-15 303. 7 6.7 117.0 9. OE+00 14.9 3. 9E-06 9. OE+QO0 2. SE-06
PR DC~15 350. 2 362. 4 117. 6 3. SE-02 - 8.0 4, 4E-08 : ’
ﬁR DC~16 U13.1 926. 7 116. 3 . 4, QE-01 .6 7. BE-06 4. OE-0O1 7. BE-06
PR FORD 190. 95 236. 8 8. 4E+03 2.7 3. SE-02 9. 3E+03 7. 1E-03
PR FORD 198. 1 243. 8 - 9. 3E+03 15.2 7. 1E-03
PR MCGEE 246.9 271.3 281.4 4, 3E+03 24. 4 2. 0E-03 | 4. 3403 2. 0E-03
- PR’ RBL-E 479.8 922. 4 122. 3 6.0E40l 7.6 9. 2E-05 6. 0E+01 9. 2E-05
RZ pB-19 318. 9 336.8 124.08 1. 7E4+02 13. 4 1. 4E-01 1. 7E+402 8. 1E-03
RZ DB-15 3 . 3 10.7 3. 9e~12
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Table 1 Summary of Hydrologic Data ‘ 2,

* . EFFECTIVE AVERAGE  TOTAL _ EFFECTIVE i
SU  BOREHOLE TEST INTERVAL HEAD  TRANSMISSIVITY THICKNESS K, TRANSMISSIVITY Ky, L
NO. : (m below GS) (m MSL)  (m2/day) _(m) (m)S) (m2/day) (m/8) ‘;
g;.’-;"\
"Rz DC-12 404.8 415.7 123.9 o
RZ DC-14 391.7 415.7 150.2 8. 6E+02 12.8 7. BE-04 8. 6E+02 7. BE~04 &
RZ DC-15 371.6 394.1 118.0 3. 4AE+02 16.2° 3.9E-04 6. OE+02 3. 9E-04 v
~RZ DC-13 413.6 A423.7 117.6 6. 6E+01 3.0 2. 5E-04 | i
“ b
~RZ DC-16 536.4 957.2 122.7 2. 0OE+03 4,3 5. 6E-03 2. 0E+03 9. 6E~03 o
RZ  MCGEE 313.3 394.1 2. ge+01 20.7 1. 4E-09 2. BE+01 - 1. bE-05 i
. i - ’
RZ RRL-2 528.8 540.4 123.1 2. 2E+02 7.0 3. 5e-04 2. 2E402 3. 5e~04
FS DB-15 396.2 409.3 124.4 9.3E-01 10.1 1. 1E-09 = 1, 3E+02 1. BE~-03 o
FS DB-15 412.4 418.3 124.8 3. 5E+01 4.9 8. 5e-05 =
e LG
S
FS DB-15 424.6 439.8 125.4  1.5E+01 9.1 1. 9E-05 b
- FS  DB-13 442.0 466.3 124.8 8.4E400 . 21.0 4. 4E-06 9
FS DB-15 478.5 513.0 124.8 6. 6E+01 24.7 - 3.1E-05
FS DB-15 524.3 548.6 123.7 6. 2E-03 3.0 2. 5e-08
FS DB-13 548.6 588.9 123.4 8. 9E-04 6.1 1. 76-09 i
FS DC-1 405.4 463.3 7. AE-01 57.9 1. 5E-07 A, BE+00 4. 9E-07 %?
FS DC>1 600.5 658.4 4.1E+00 = 57.9 8. 1E-07 - e
, e
FS  DC-12 459.6  A67.6 123.6 1. OE+00 2.4 5. 3E-06 1. 6E+01 8. 1E-06 L
F§ DC-12 493.2 513.3 123.8 b
FS  DC-12 514.2 521.2 123.8 4. 3E+00 3.0 1. 6E-03 i
FS DC-12 581.9 604.7 123.8 6. 6E-02 . 9.8 7. 8E-08 v
. F§. DC-12 624.8 633.7 123.8 1. OE+01 6.7 1. BE-05 . i




Summary of Hydrologic Data .

a2e.

Table 1
EFFECTIVE  AVERAGE TOTAL EFFECTIVE
Hsu BOREHOLE TEST INTERVAL HEAD TRANSMISSIVITY THICKNESS K. TRANSMISSIVITY K“
No. (m below GS)  (mISL)  (m2/day) (m) (mfs)  (m2/day) /)

. FS DC-14 451. 1 A4s2.1 147.8 2. SE+00 3.4 8. 8E-06 2. OE+02 5. 6E~-05
FS DC~-14 AB1. 6 497.4 149.4 3. 1E+01 8.5 4, 2E-05 ' :

FS DC-14 499.9 520.6 148.4 9. 0E+00 10. 4 1. OE~-03

FS DC-14 524.3 554.7 148.4 : :

FS DC-14 554.7 571.% 148.0 _ 2. 7E+01 3.7 8. SE-05

FS DC-14 571.5 604.4 133.8 1. 3E+02 15.2 9. 9E-05

FS DC-15 425.2 449.0 117.6 2. 8E-01 .6 5. 3E-06 7. 6E+0R2 1. 4E-04
FS DC-1D A31.4 439.0 117.64 1. 8E+02 5.5 3. 9E~-04

FS DC-15 458.7 A73.4 117.6 5. 4E+01 14. 6 4. 2E-05

FS  DC-15 469.4 485.5 117.6 1. 7E+02 6. 1 3. 2E-04

FS DC-15 528.8 558.7 117.6. 5.9E+00 23.8 2. 9-06

FS DC-15 559.0 572.1 117. 6 3. 6E+02 11. 6 3. SE~04
FS DC-16 976.7 609.6 122. 4 3. 9E+02 2.7 1. 7E-03 3. 9402 7. 4E-04
FS DC-1& 641. 6 657.1 122.9 2. 0E+00 3.4 7.1E~06
FS RRL-2 881.3 477.3 122.53 1. OE+02 9.8 1. 2E-04 3. 0E+02 1. 2E-04
FS RRL-2 684.0 803.9 121.9 2. 0E+02 19. 8 1. 1E-04 ,

‘GRA DC-1 600.5 658.4 124.1 4. 1E+00 57.9 8. 1E-07 4. 1E+00 8. 1E-07
GRA DC-6 689.5 730.6 133.5 1. 9-01 13.7 1. 4E-07 1. 9E-01 1. 4E~07
GRA DC-1P 476.0 488.8 _ 2. 1E-02 6.1 4. 26-08 1. OE+01 6. 0OE~06
GRA DC-12 491.0 701.3 - 1.7E-01 6.1 3. 2E~07 :
GRA DC-12 734.0 745.5 124.0 1. OE+01 a. 2 1. 4E~05
GRA DC-14 646.2 6B81.2 142.6 5. 4E+01 12. 2 5. 3E-09 5. 4E+01 3. 3~-05
GRA DC-14 717.8 733.0 132.6 2. 4E~02 6.7 4, 2E-0B .
‘GRA DC-15 639.8 470.0 118. 64 3. 0OE-01 20.4 - 1, 7E-07 2. 0E+02 7. 1E-0S
GRA DC-15 478.8 7141 118. 6 2. 0E+02 - 10. 1 2. 3e-04
GRA DC-15 723.0 758.0 119.2 1. 9E-01 3.0 7. \g-07

. GRA RRL-2 812.3 ©826.9 121.6 1. 6E-01 5.5 3. 3E-~-07 8. 0OE+01 3. 9E-05
GRA RRL-2 a a87. 9 121.0 8. OE+01t 17. 4 3. 3E~-0D
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Table 1

Summary of Hydroloqic Data

GRC

DC-15 857.

[

: . EFFECTIVE AVERAGE TOTAL EFFECTIVE
HSU  BOREHOLE . TEST INTERVAL HEAD TRANSMISSIVITY  THICKNESS K TRANSMISSIVITY K“
M. (m below GS)  (m MSL)  (n2/day) ) fs)  (n2/day) /B
. GRB DC-2 714. 9 724, 2 135. 3 9. 9E-03 6.4 1. 16-08 8. 5E-03 6. OE-09
éRE DC-2 724. 2 734.3  128.9 2. 5E-03 10. 1 2. YE-09
r .
GRE  DC-6 730.3 ©22.0 129.0
GRA DC-12 782.7 B811.1 1. 4E-02 1.8 8. 1E-09 1. 4E-02 B.lE—Oé
eRB DC-14 734.6v 766.0 134. 8 3. 2E-01 7.6 6. QE-07 3. 9E-01 &. QE-07
GRB DC-15 75%. & 776.6 : 119.2 1. 7E4+01 7.3 2, 4E-095 1. 7E+01 2. 6E-03
GRB RRL-2. 208. &6 920. 5 121.0 ~9.3E-04 3.0 3. S5E-0% 9. 3E-04 3. SE-Q9
GRB RSH-1 988. 0 611. 1 1. 4E-01 23. 2 7. 1e-08 1.45-01— 7. 1E-08
GRC DC-~1 “792.5\ 847.3 122. 9 ‘2. 3E+00 94.9 4, 9-07 - 2. 3E+00 2. 9e-07
GRC DC-~1 '832. 1 887. 0 125.34. 3. OE-02 94.9 6. AE-09
GRC DC-6 822. 0 881. 8 130.0 . 3. 3E+00 a2.7 2. 2E-07 3. 3E+00° 9. 2e-07
GRC DC-12 838. 9 866. 9 124.6 1. 4E+Q2 3.7 4, 6E-04 2. 0E+02 3. OE-04
GRC DC-12 865. 0 872. 6 ) 5. 5E+01 4.0 l.bE-04.
GRC DC-~14 809, 9 876. 0 132.8 3. 1E-02 2.9 1. 5E-08 3. 1E-02 1. 5E-08
GRC DC-~15 80a8. 0 823. 0 118. 8 : 1. OE+00 2. SE-064
GRC DC~15 820. 9 842. 2 118. 9 7. 5E-01 3.0 2. 9e-06
4 874, 2 119. 2 3. 0OE-01 8 1. 2E-04
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Table 1

Summary of Hydroloaic Data

. OE-04

| EFFECTIVE AVERAGE  TOTAL RFFECTIVE
HSU  BOREHOLE TEST INTERVAL HNEAD  TRANSMISSIVITY  THICKNESS Kl TRANSMISSIVITY K“
No. (m below 65)  (m MSL)  (m?/day) (m) ) (n2/day) /5)
GRD DC-1 §32.1 887.0 125.3  3.0E-02 54.9  6.4E-09 3. 0E-02 6. 4E-09
GRD  DC-12 934.8  961.0 . 5.9E-02 10.7  6.4E-08 5. 9E-02 6. 4E-08
GRD DC-14  877.8 906.8 132.8 2 26-02 19.2  1.36-08 2 2E-02 1. 3-08
GRE1 DC-1 §97.9 910.4 124.4
GRE1 DC-2 900.4 916.5 5. SE-03 14.3  4.6E-09 5. 3E-03 4. 6E-09
GRE1 DC-6 912.0 938.2 134.3  4.6E-02 8.8  6.0E-08 4. 4E-02 6. 0E~08
GRE1 DC-12  975.1 1000.4 124.6
GRE1 DC-14  932.7 958.3 134.4 5. 1E-01 20.1  2.98-07  5.1E-01 2. 9E-07
GRE1 DC-13  902.5 9488 121.4  2.9E+400 36.0  7.4E-07  2.3E+00 7. 8E~07
GRE1 RRL-2 9. IE-01 45.7  2.4E-07  9.3E-01 2. 4E-07
GRE1 RSH-1 796.7 ©19.9 595.6  1.1E-03 23.2  5.4E-10  1.1E-03 5. LE-10
GRE1 RSH-1  799.2 ©193.6 6. BE-05 8.2  9.5E-11
GRE3 DC-1 938.9 986.3 7. 2E+00 27.4  3.0E-06  7.2E+00 3. 0E-06
GRE3 DC-1 963.0 974.1 6. 7E-02 9.1 @ 5E-08
GRE3 DC-1 968.3 988.2 126.5 ‘ -
GRE3 DCL14  969.3 983.0 134.4 3. 9E-01 4.6 9.98-07  3.9E-01 9. 9E-07
GRE3 DC-13  989.1 1004.6 112.2  6.4E-01 2.4 2.968-06 6. 4E-01 2. 9E-06
GRE3 REM-1  861.1 671.7 | 3. OE~ 5.9  6.4E-10  3.0E-04 6. 4E-10
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Table 1 Summary of Nydrologic Data

EFFECTIVE  AVERAGE TOTAL EFFECTIVE

ISU  BOREHOLE TEST INTERVAL HEAD  TRANSMISSIVITY THICKNESS K TRANSMISS IVITY Ky
NO. (m below GS) (m MSL)  (mZ/day) (m) (m/s) (m? /day) (m/s)

GRF DC-1 i011.9 1051.9 6. 1E-02 39.9 1. 8E-08 7. 1E+00 6. OE-07
GRF DC-1" 1150.3 1199.1 5. 2E-02 44, 8 1. 2E-089
GRF - DC-1 1191.8 1240.5 7. 0E+00 48. 8 1. 7E-06
GRF DC-1 1198.2 1234, 7 126. 8
GRF DC-1 1450.8 1478.0 126.9
GRF DC-6 988.8 1075.9 1335.0 - 9. 3E~01 25.9 4, 2E-07 1. OE+01 1. 2E-064
GRF DC-6 1073.9 1168.6 135. 6 9. 3E+00 &1. 6 1. 8E-06
GRF DC-6 1270.7 1321.6 140.0 1. 1E-01 12.8"' 1. OE-O07 -
GRF DC-7 12535.8 1297.5 123. 4 4, SE-04 24.4 2, 1E-10 1. BE-01 2. 4E-08
GRF DC-7 1298.8 1331.5 123.4 8. 2E-04 4.0 2. 4E-09
GRF DC-7 1354.5 1404.7 124. 4 2. SE-02 13.7 2. 1E-08
GRF DC-7 1427.7 1471.3 . 122. 6 1. 2E-01 25.9 9. IE-08
GRF. DC-7 1472.2 1526. 4 119. 2 3. 0E-02 16. 2 2. 1E-08
GRF  pCc-12 1018.3 1240.%9% 124.0 7. 2E401 48. 68 1. 7E-03 8. 7E+01 1. 7E-09
GRF DC-12 1225.6 1240.9 3. 9E+01 7.3 9. 2E-03
GRF DC-12 1324.1 1357.9 .124.0
GRF DC~-12 1244.8 1357.9 1. SE+01 12. 2 1. 4E-03
GRF DC-14 993.6 1016.9 134,4 1. 7ZE+00 16.2 1. 2E-0Q6 1. 7400 1. 2E-06.
GRF DC-135 1006.1 1040,0 117.0 9. 3E-02 14. 9 7. 4E-08 5. 8E-01 1. 3E-07
GRF ‘DC-1% 1140.3 1172.0 121.6 4, BE-03 24. 4 2. 3E-09
GRF DC-15 1261.3 1293. 3 123. 0 4, 7E-01 12. 8 4, 2E-07 ‘
CRF REM-1 979.3 1002.5 414.5 4. 1E-02 23.2 2.0E-08 4. 2E-01 5. 3E-08
GRF RSH-1 1295.5 1278. 6 291.7 2. 0E-03 23. 2 9. 5E-10
GRF - RSH-1 1472.8 1496.0 304. 95 3. 9E-03 23. 2 1. 9E-09
GRF  RSH-1 1804.7 1827.9 260.6 3. 7e-01 23. 2 1. 9E-07
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ASSUMED HYDROSTRATIGRAPHIC UNITS Figure 1

; . ' _ _ TYPICAL STRATIGRAPHIC SECTION
. DC-4
1 . ' COREHOLE BUNERULE CEOMNYSICAL LUGS

» " MATUNAL CAMELL
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC .
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC |
CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS - Figure 28
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC
CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS Figure 2D
IN THE FRENCHMAN SPRINGS

120

E POINT
-l
0. .
]

80

P—-Srwx:--

- ¢ ER ¢ G ¢ Gump © = & wmmed
.

Q
=
w
[ 4
w
[T
w
[
13}
o
<
Z o0 ]
g | "
S ! DC-1{* eDB-15
o | 4.9E-07 1.8E-08
G 4oF |
o 4 !
z |
< i "
T ! DC-16
= g - 7.4E-04
o
e 20} |
* {
E | ™ ‘
“ i DC-12
S of ] ;
[+ Lth‘-
2 Lz_r'-'—'LLL
L 4
['+] SCALE
=] [- I ] 2 3 4
gszo- el HL-L‘
. LEGEND ks TN il IS 4

DC-12 Hole Number

[ 4
840 _1.2E-O7 Effective Ky (m/sec)

! e 1 1

120 100 80 €0 40 20 (¢
THOUSANDS OF FEET FROM HANFORD COORDINATE REFERENCE POINT

€20

Ty

"y
LSRR

vy s . o cesah -
SUFE e >, DO Ba I i L 2 i

R

Adht et s



-

EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC

CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS Figure 2E

IN THE GRANDE RONDE A
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC
CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS Figure 2F
IN THE GRANDE RONDE B
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC
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IN THE GRANDE RONDE D
- r..J'-. I —"I.-_! : |
- J S |
120, J'r !
o ,
. I L
) 1
T |
100} J_'_J--J i
i) N

DC-14¢
1.8E-08

[+
o
T

. O
o
T

DC-1
; 6.4E-08

THOUSANDS OF FEET FROM HANFORD COORDINATE REFERENCE POINT
&~
o
T

201
.
DC~-12
i G6.4E-08
of ] '
1
S _'L\
scaLe
: 6 1 2 3 & "‘-L
s20} L—lw:‘_‘-l—d 11
LEGEND —_
DC-12 Hole Number
@
6§40 | 1.2E-07 Effective Ky (m/sec)
1 i 1 1
1@ 100 80 €0 40

THOUSANDS OF FEET FROM HANFORD COORDINATE REFERENCE POINT

H-24

X
A N e R Yz G
P e D L - &

L RPN PPN L O

g
e A T T T T T

B




¥ i o

il e b e g e o e

ORI PRI APPSR

Toalon

N T e
e TR T LS T et ey

-

EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC :
CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS Figure 21
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EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC

- CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS

IN THE GRANDE RONDE E3
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_EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC .
CONDUCTIVITY (M/SEC) OF INTERFLOWS ' " Figure 2K
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" | EFFECTIVE HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITY HISTOGRAMS Figure 4
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SMOOTHED VARIOGRAMS OF EFFECTIVE Ky FOR THE
GRANDE RONDE B AND E1 FORMATIONS
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HORIZONTAL HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITY
VERSUS THICKNESS OF INTERFLOW

Figure 9

10°}

1073

i};
N\

X

\
e
1078

0% Confidence

Lo
%

Interval
b /

."}
107°°

o
1077 ,
Horlzontal Hydraulic Conductivity k,(m/s)

/’.
Ao

1= =] =] = Q o o
- N L) < w ©

70

(w) q sseuxyoy) Mmojjiely

[ ]
102

7]
107°

10710

Correlation coetticlent 0.0694




i

PP PO A TS )

- m s e o e e )t e S OB T

TNV NIFGRIRRERD P

PRI

ESNTIYCRY RIS FUPIURI NP R WS IO

CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN

THE MABTON AND PRIEST RAPIDS

Figure 10A
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN .
THE ROZA AND FRENCHMAN SPRINGS Figure 10C
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN
THE FRENCHMAN SPRINGS AND GRANDE RONDE A - Figure 10D
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN ,
THE GRANDE RONDE A AND GRANDE RONDE B Figure 10E
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN

THE

GRANDE RONDE B AND GRANDE RONDE C Figure 10F
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THE GRANDE RONDE C AND GRANDE RONDE D Figure 10G
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN ,
THE GRANDE RONDE D AND GRANDE RONDE E1 Figure 10H
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN . 101
THE GRANDE RONDE E1'AND GRANDE RONDE E3 Figure
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CALCULATED VERTICAL GRADIENTS BETWEEN
THE GRANDE RONDE E3 AND GRANDE RONDE F Figure 10J
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Hydraulic head In Grande Ronde F interpolated 200 meters below Grande Ronde E3
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