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ORDER

On January 2, 2004, Petitioner Kathy Helms-Hughes filed a motion for a 60-day
extension of time to file a hearing request regarding Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc. (NFS) license
amendment to amend its NRC Special Nuclear Materials License SNM-124, to authorize
processing operations in the Oxide Conversion Building and the Effluent Processing Building.
This is the third of three license amendment applications submitted by NFS to support its
activities related to the Blended Low-Enriched Uranium (BLEU) Project. The BLEU Project is
part of a Department of Energy program to reduce stockpiles of surplus high-enriched uranium
(HEU) through reuse as low-enriched uranium (LEU).

On December 24, 2003, the NRC staff published in the Federal Register a notice of
opportunity for interested parties to request a hearing on NFS’s third license amendment
application within 30 days." The Petitioner requested a 60-day extension because publication
of the Federal Register Notice occurred during the end of year holiday season. The Applicant

has responded that it opposes a 60-day extension; however, it responded that a 10-day
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extension would be appropriate to account for the end of year holidays. The NRC staff
opposes a 60-day extension; however, it does not oppose a short extension of 10-days.
Petitioner’s request for a 60-day extension to file a hearing request is not warranted.
There are only seven days between the Christmas and New Year’s Holidays. Both the
Applicant and the NRC staff support only a 10-day extension. For these reasons, the
Commission will grant the Petitioner a 10-day extension.
Pursuant to my authority under 10 C.F.R. 8§ 2.1261, | hereby grant the Petitioner,
Ms. Kathy Helms-Hughes, a 10-day extension of time to file a hearing request regarding NFS’s
third license amendment application. The time for filing a hearing request is hereby extended
until Monday, February 2, 2004.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

For the Commission

IRA/

Annette L. Vietti-Cook
Secretary of the Commission

Dated at Rockville, Maryland,
this 16™ day of January 2004
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