August 6, 2003

Dr. Jacob Paz

P.O. Box 33036

J&L Environmental Service, Inc.
Las Vegas, NV 89133

Dear Dr. Paz:

I am responding to your letter of invitation to participate in a roundtable discussion,
concerning environmental health and safety issues, at the May 2004 meeting of the American
Industrial Hygiene Association in Atlanta, Geogia. We understand from your letter that you
would like the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to participate in discussion of the
scientific aspects of the proposed high-level waste repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada.

To better understand the scope and goal of the panel discussions and what you expect from
NRC'’s patrticipation in such a roundtable, Dr. Philip Justus of the High Level Waste Branch
telephoned you the week of July 14. Based on those discussions, | understand that panel
organizers need more time to make decisions and provide NRC with specific information on
such issues as: (1) purpose, goals, type, and conduct of the panel discussion; (2) expectations
for NRC's participation; (3) other participants and their roles and topics; and (4) panel logistics
such as time allocations. We understand that you will contact NRC again on this matter, later
this summer, to provide further details, as you and Dr. Justus discussed. After considering the
additional information, NRC will decide whether it will participate in the panel discussion.

Thank you for your interest in NRC’s participation. We look forward to further discussions
on this matter. Feel free to contact Dr. Philip Justus, High Level Waste Branch. He can be
reached at 301-415-5669 or e-mail: psj@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

John Greeves, Director

Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

cc: Dr. William Culbreth
Associate Professor, UNLV
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This correspondence addresses policy issues previsously resolved by the Commission,
transmits factual information, or restates Commission Policy.

DISTRIBUTION: G20030373

NMSS r/f EDO r/f DWM r/f WDTravers CJPaperiello
BFleming PShea HLWB r/f SECY-LTR-03-0420
ML031900749 *See Previous Concurrence
OFC HLWB Tech Ed DWM NMSS
NAME JSchlueter:ml* EKraus* JGreeves* MVirgilio*
DATE 07/21/03 07/22/03 08/6/03 07/28/03

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY



