
July 1, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO: Stewart L. Magruder, Acting Section Chief
Technical Specification Section
Reactor Operations Branch
Division of Inspection Program Management, NRR

FROM: Kerri Kavanagh, Senior Reactor Engineer /RA/
Technical Specifications Section
Reactor Operations Branch
Division of Inspection Program Management, NRR

SUBJECT: FORTHCOMING WORKSHOP ON GENERIC LETTER (GL) 91-18,
GUIDANCE ON OPERABILITY AND ASSOCIATED ISSUES

DATES & TIME: Thursday, August 14, 2003
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

LOCATION: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Two White Flint North Building
Auditorium
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland  20852

PURPOSE: To discuss operational experience related to GL 91-18 and areas of
improvement of the GL 91-18 guidance.

CATEGORY 2: The public is invited to participate by providing comments and asking
questions at designated points during this workshop. 

PARTICIPANTS*: Participants are encouraged to RSVP to kak@nrc.gov no later than
August 1, 2003 to ensure adequate seating and handouts.  Any comments on the topic
areas or topic questions should be e-mailed to kak@nrc.gov no later than August 7,
2003.  Attendees are strongly advised to arrive sufficiently early to allow time to be
processed through security screening for building access.  Further, in the interest of
permitting prompt access, attendees are requested to refrain from bringing any
unnecessary hand carried items and electronic equipment (such as laptop computers). 
Photo-identification (i.e., driver's license, passport) is required for building access.

Attachments:  Agenda and topic questions
cc w/attachment: See next page

CONTACT: Kerri Kavanagh, NRR
301-415-3743
E-mail: kak@nrc.gov

*Commission’s Policy Statement on “Enhancing Public Participation in NRC Meetings,” 67
Federal Register 36920, May 28, 2002.
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cc:

Mr. Biff Bradley
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Alan Hackerott, Chairman
Combustion Engineering Owners Group
Omaha Public Power District
Ft. Calhoun Nuclear Station
P.O. Box 399
Ft. Calhoun, NE 68023-0399

Mr. Jerry André
Westinghouse Electric Company
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230

Mr. James Andrachek
Westinghouse Electric Company
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230

Mr. Jack Stringfellow
Southern Nuclear Operating Company
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Donald  McCamy
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
PEC-1B
P. O. Box 2000
Decatur, AL  35609-2000

Mr. Ray Schneider
Westinghouse Electric Company
1000 Prospect Hill Road
P.O. Box 500
Windsor, CT 06095-0500

Mr.Gary Chung
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
Southern California Edison
5000 Pacific Coast Highway
San Clemente, California 92674-012

Mr. Rick Hill
General Electric Nuclear Energy
Richard A. Hill  M/C 182
175 Curtner Ave.
San Jose, CA 95125

Mr. Michael S. Kitlan, Jr.
Duke Energy Coproration
Mail Code ECO8I
526 S. Church Street
Charlotte, NC  28202

Mr. Noel Clarkson
Duke Energy Corporation
Oconee Nuclear Site, Mail Code ONO3RC
7800 Rochester Highway              
Seneca, SC 29672

Mr. James Riccio
Public Citizen
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Donald Hoffman
EXCEL Services Corporation
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20852



AGENDA

OPERABILITY WORKSHOP
August 14, 2003 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM, in TWFN Auditorium

8:00 AM to 8:30 AM Registration

8:30 AM to 8:45 AM Opening remarks (Dr. William Beckner/ Bruce Boger)

8:45 AM to 9:45 AM Definition of Operable but Degraded + Public Comments

9:45 AM to 10:00 AM Break

10:00 AM to 10:30 AM Support System Operability - TS and Non-TS Equipment + Public
Comments

10:30 AM to 11:00 AM Component Reliability and Its Relationship to Operability + Public
Comments

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Operational Leakage + Public Comments

12 PM to 1:00 PM Lunch Break

1:00 PM to 2:30 PM Breakout Sessions on Operability Guidance Issues

2:30 PM to 2:45 PM Break

2:45 PM to 3:45 PM Breakout Sessions on Operability Guidance Issues

3:45 PM to 4:00 PM Closing Remarks

Note: Agenda subject to change.  Final Agenda will be handed out at the workshop.
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Topic Questions

1. Can a degraded SSC ever be determined operable? If so, what are the requirements for
an operable but degraded determination? What is the distinction between operable but
degraded and inoperable?

2. Where is guidance inconsistent with regard to definitions of operability; including
supporting terms such as functional, available, reliable, or degraded?

3. If you remove a hazard barrier that is considered a support system but is not in tech
specs, what analysis is needed to maintain the supported system operable? 

4. Are there ever situations where the reliability of a SSC should impact the determination
of operability? Explain.

5. Please describe any cases where you have had questions about operational leakage?
What were the conditions? What guidance did you use for making these
determinations? What was the outcome? (Examples (a) Tech specs require zero
pressure boundary leakage but also allow certain amounts of identified and unidentified
leakage; (b) ASME code requirements (GL 90-05) regarding class 1, 2, and 3 piping,
and (c) steam generator leakage.)

Any comments on the topic areas or topic questions should be e-mailed to kak@nrc.gov no
later than August 7, 2003
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