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STI: 31374844
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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
Response to Question 5 in NRC Bulletin 2001-01,
“Circumferential Cracking of Reactor Pressure Vessel Head Penetration Nozzles”

Reference: = Response to NRC Bulletin 2001-01 dated August 29, 2001, from J. J. Sheppard to
NRC Document Control Desk (NOC-AE-01001163)

As requested in NRC Bulletin 2001-01, STPNOC committed in the referenced correspondence to
respond to Question 5 of the Bulletin within 30 days after restart following the next refueling
outage. STP Unit 1 completed its refueling outage on October 24, 2001. The response is
provided below. The STPNOC response to Questions 1 through 4 in the NRC Bulletin 2001-01
was provided to the NRC on August 29, 2001as referenced above.

Requested Information

5. Addressees are requested to provide the following information within 30 days after plant
restart following the next refueling outage:

a. a description of the extent of VHP nozzle leakage and cracking detected at your plant,
including the number, location, size, and nature of each crack detected;

b. if cracking is identified, a description of the inspections (type, scope, qualification
requirements, and acceptance criteria), repairs, and other corrective actions you have
taken to satisfy applicable regulatory requirements. This information is requested only if
there are any changes from prior information submitted in accordance with this bulletin.
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Response

a. No VHP nozzle leakage or cracking was detected at STPEGS during our Unit 1 refueling
outage that ended on October 24, 2001. These inspections were general visual
examinations of the Reactor Vessel Head in accordance with the STPNOC Procedure for
Reactor Coolant System Pressure Boundary Inspection for Boric Acid Leaks. No special
inspections were conducted on the VHP nozzles.

b. No cracking was identified, therefore, this section is not applicable

If you should have any questions regarding this submittal, please contact me at 361-972-8757 or
Mr. Michael Lashley at 361-972-7523.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on {///3/01 .
/ l’)ate %7

J.'J. Sheppard
Vice President,
Engineering and
Technical Services
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CC:

Ellis W. Merschoff

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-8064

John A. Nakoski

Addressee Only

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Project Manager, Mail Stop OWFN/7-D-1
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Mohan C. Thadani

Addressee Only

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Project Manager, Mail Stop OWFN/7-D-1
Washington, DC 20555

Comelius F. O’Keefe

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 289, Mail Code MN116
Wadsworth, TX 77483

A. H. Gutterman, Esquire -
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-5869

M. T. Hardt/W. C. Gunst
City Public Service

P. O.Box 1771

San Antonio, TX 78296

A. Ramirez/C. M. Canady
City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704
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Jon C. Wood

Matthews & Branscomb

112 East Pecan, Suite 1100

San Antonio, Texas 78205-3692

Institute of Nuclear Power
Operations - Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

Richard A. Ratliff

Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

R. L. Balcom/D. G. Tees
Reliant Energy, Inc.

P. O. Box 1700
Houston, TX 77251

C. A. Johnson/R. P. Powers

AEP - Central Power and Light Company
P. O. Box 289, Mail Code: N5022
Wadsworth, TX 77483

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Kurt Cozens

Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20006-3708



