
8. INVOICE INFORMATION (Comments No. 6, 7.9, 10. 11) 

Comment. Several commenters assert that NRC's invoices lack adequate explanations 

of the work done and the dates the work was performed. These commenters urged the NRC to 

continue its efforts to provide invoices that contain more detailed information on the specific 

costs. While recognizing that this would require major revisions to NRC's billing system, 

commenters contend that the change would serve the NRC, its licensees, and the public well.  

Response. As the NRC has stated in response to similar comments on previous rules, 

the NRC believes that sufficient information is provided on the invoices for licensees and 

applicants to base payment of the costs assessed under Part 170. For NRC staff effort, specific 

policies and procedures are in place for NRC staff to follow in recording time in the NRC's 

Regulatory Information Tracking System (RITS), which is the NRC's current system for tracking 

all staff hours expended. The system contains specific codes for the various types of licensing 

reviews, leave, training, general administration effort, etc. The fee billing system captures the 

staff hours for activities billable under Part 170 as well as the work effort code descriptions for 

those billable hours. Subsequently, the staff hours and work effort codes for activities billable 

under Part 170 are printed on the Part 170 invoices, along with the name of the staff member 

performing the work and the date the work was completed, if applicable. Currently, the work 

effort codes are the only available data describing the work performed, and they are the lowest 

level of detail available in RITS. However, the NRC believes that the summary work 

descriptions shown on the invoices allow licensees to identify the subject of the NRC's efforts.  

Additionally, the inspection report number is provided on inspection fee bills. Further, as the 

NRC has stated in previous rules, any applicant or licensee who does not understand the 

charges or needs more information in order to understand the bill may request additional details 

from the NRC. All available information in support of the bill will be provided. This has always 

been an option available to licensees and applicants who feel they need more information on the 

costs billed.  
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For contractor costs billed to uranium recovery licensees under Part 170, the NRC 

includes copies of the contractors' summary cost reports with the invoices. Again, any 

additional information that is available is provided upon a specific request of the applicant or 

licensee. However, as the NRC has explained in the past, the NRC does not plan to develop 

additional systems solely to provide additional information on its fee invoices. The Office of 

Management and Budget Circular A-25, which provides guidelines for Federal agencies to 

assess fees for Government services, provides that new cost accounting systems do not need 

to be established solely for the purpose of determining or estimating full cost.  
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