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March 21, 2001

Dr. Richard Mesgrve

Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Meserve,

We are writing to register our strong opposition to an action of the Commission that we consider
a violation of public trust. ’

Tn the March 6th announcement regarding the scoping process for the Environmental Impact
. Statement for the proposed mixed oxide (MOX) fuel fabrication facility, only two public
meetings are mentioned: one in North Augusta SC and one in Savannah GA. Due to strong

public concem about MOX in directly-impacted communities, meetings should also be held in
Charlotte, NC, Columbia, SC, and Atlanta, GA.

Both publicly and privately representatives of the Commission have assured concerned citizens
that any further public meetings on MOX would provide an opportunity for broader public input.

Publicly the NRC has stated:

“Qur intent at this point is to have scoping meetings at three locations, one in Augusta
Georgia near the Savanna River Site; also in Savannah, Georgia and Charlotte, North
Carolina. The Charlotte, North Carolina site is so that we can get public input from
people in the vicinity of the two reactors that will end up using this fuel.”

--Mr. Tim Johnson, Backup Project Manager for the MOX Fuel Fabrication
Facility Project, statement before NRC Advisory Committee on Reactor

Safeguards, 2/2/01

At this meeting and at the public meetings conducted by the NRC in Columbia South Carolina in
July, 2000, the Commission went on record stating their willingness to widen the public

participation process.

Tt is unacceptable that in its first opportunity to make good on that assurance the NRC has
instead returned to the practice of siting meetings in limited locations which will seriously inhibit

discussion and input from the public.

Every public meeting on the proposed MOX project has been well attended. These include
public hearings and meetings conducted by the organizations signing this letter as well as those
held at the request of South Carolina State Senator Phil Leventis.

We have clearly demonstrated that MOX is of concern to the public beyond the areas designated
by your current proposed public meetings. Some of the most sustained public interest has been in
locations where the MOX program will have a significant impact, namely, the reactor
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communities near Charlotte, NC and Columbia, SC; and Atlanta, GA, where plutonium
transportation for the program is of perticular concern.

We therefore request that, ata minimum, public meetings on the scoping process for the MOX
Fabrication Facility EIS be held in these locations in addition to the locations already announced.
1 NRC fails to hold meetings in these three communities, we intend to vigorously protest this
clear violation of the public participation process mandated by United States law and outlined in
your own regulatory responsibilities.
Sincerely,
Harry Rogers Dr. Lew Patrie
Nuclear Issues Coordinator President
Carolina Peace Resource Center Western NC Physicians for Social Responsibility
Columbia SC Asheville, NC
Catherine Mitchell Glenn Carroll
Plutonium Organizer Coordinator
Blue Ridge Fnvironmental Defense League GANE - Georgians Against Nuclear Energy
Charlotte, NC Atlanta, GA
Ed Amold Mary E. Terrell, President
Executive Director Atlanta Women's Action for New Dircctions
Atflanta Physicians for Social Responsibility Atlanta, GA
Atlanta, GA
Mary Fox Olson, Director ‘
Jenct Marsh Zeller Nuclear Information Resource Service :
Exccutive Director Southeast Office
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League, Inc. Asheville, NC
Glendale Springs, NC
Bob Darby
Sara Barczak Coordinator
Safe Energy Director Food Not Bombs/Atlanta
Georgians for Clean Energy Aflanta, Georgia
Savannah, GA
Jim Bridgman
Michael J Keegan Program Director
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes Alliance for Nuclear Accountability
Monroe, MI Washington, DC
Keith Gunter Corrine Carey
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two Don't Waste Michigan
Monroe, Ml Grand Rapids, MI
Pat Ortmeyer

Field Director for Nuclear Issues
‘Women's Action for New Directions
Arlington, MA



